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Reference: 

Faster Printing Terminal 

D r .  R. L. Garwin's l e t t e r  of May 18, 1970 

This let ter is wri t ten i n  support of D r .  Garwin's proposal fo r  a f a s t e r  
terminal. 
and terminals, I am offer ing the following amplification on the specifica- 

Since some IBM Fellows are  d i r ec t ly  concerned with p r in t e r s  

t ions  : 

SPEED a) - 
D r .  Garwin's speed f igure of 300 characters a second is  a good one 
t o  shoot for .  A t  the same time, we should bear i n  mind t h a t  te le -  
phone l i nes  w i t h  greater  than 2400 baud bandwidth a r e  coming in to  
increasingly common use. The terminal should p r i n t  as  f a s t  as  it 
can be made to .  Whatever can be achieved w i l l  be used. 

b) NO CARBONS 

As D r .  Garwin points out ,  it is  not necessary t o  provide carbon copies. 

c )  CHANGEABLE ALPHABET 

The character s e t  must provide 88 or  more characters,  and must  be change- 
able. 
are precluded. 
from a computer. 

Without these features ,  many important applications such a s  APL 
I f  possible,  the alphabet should be selectable  or  loadable 

d) ACOUSTICAL COUPLER 
I 

< 

The u n i t  should operate through an acoustical  coupler so t h a t  an AT&T data- 
set  is  not required, 

el PORTABILITY 

The terminal should be portable. 
is t h a t  portable uni ts-can be sent  t o  a factory maintenance center for  periodic 
overhaul. 
a customer engineer t o  him. 

One of the g rea t  advantages of po r t ab i l i t y  

The custome? can bring the terminal t o  TBM, ra ther  than IBM sending 


