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- Marketing - Meeting Report - ~2- June 30, 1958

This meeting is part of the STRETCH Marketing Survey presently
being undertaken under the direction of Mr. Smith Homans. It is a follow
up of a lecture given two weeks earlier by D. W, Sweeney to the National
Bureau of Standards and the Weather Bureau.

The meeting opened with Mr. Homans explaining the present Mar-
keting organization in White Plains, and the goals of the present survey.
He stressed that it was an informal survey concerning the computer being
built for the AEC under contract and {t should not be construed as being a
commercial product at the present time.

I then lectured on the general organization of the SIGMA computer
comparing it against the 704 and 709 in the following main areas of
difference:

Faster circuit components

Asynchronous organization

Exchange control word technique of I/0
Indicator Branching

Interrupt System

Variable Field Length (generalized fixed point)
Generalized Floating Point

Generalized indexing

. Automatic checking and error correcting
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Discussion was fairly lively and there were a number of good
suggestions and questions. Checking and error correction was stressed
as an important sales point. Real time operation was mentioned as defi-
nitly necessary. There were several questions concerning the behavior
of the machine under momentary power failures. This is apparently a
sore point for some applications.

After the meeting I visited the VANGUARD Computing Center and

had their Data Processing problems described to me. The ability to
process teletype tape directly in the computer would help considerably.
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