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A TURING TEST PASSED 

Many people have read or heard of the ELIZA program developed 
by Professor Joseph Weizenbaum of MIT. The enclosed is a true 
story told by Daniel G. Bobrow of Bolt Beranek and Newman Inc., 
Cambridge, Massachusetts about the time a version of this program 
was mistaken for him. 'rhis is one of~.he first times a computer 
has been actually known to pass Turing's imitation test. 

One Saturday morning about 9 A.M., a BBN Vice President in 
charge of selling our Telcomp conmercial service arrived at our 
PDP-l Computer Room hoping to be able to use the computer for a 
demonstration. He fou~d a note on the PDP-l teletype that read: 
"TYPE ALL I'iIE:SS Il-rrO '.[lEIS 1'ELETYPE, AND END rpIIEf,I \'II'i'H A PERIOD. II 

This note was left there by one of the bums who had 
just succeeded in making run a LISP version of the DOC~OR program 
(based on ELIZA as developed by Heizenbaum). HOl.'Jever, t!le VP 
thought that this note indicated that this teletype was linked 
with the one in my home, since I often used the computer 1 ni 
lTherefore, he sta:::'ted typ to lirne ii

, but ir: fact Vias tYr~ to 
this version of' the DOC'rOR p 1.'11e fo11oVling convers3. t ion 
ensued: 

Teletype ~es90nse: 

VF: 

letype Response: 

VP: 

letype sponse: 

Teletype Response: 

VP: 

Teletype Response: 

VP: 

Teletype sponse: 

VP: 

THIS r;OR~·fIlJG? 

HH~{ DO YO (j A~-3K? 

I I';IIG}rrI' BE tro VAEE SOI,[E ADDIT'ION'AL 
TELCOI'·'IP SALES. 

WHY AREN'~ YOU SLRE? 

rvIY PERSPECirlVE CDSTOl(ERS EAVE NEVER S 
A TION OF THE SYST~~. 

DOES THIS VERY MUCH TO YOU? 

OF COURSE DOES. 

YOU VERY POSIrrIVE ABOD'l' THAT. 
I 

THIS IS RIDICULOUS. 

WHAT DO YOU ~iliAN THIS IS RIDICULOUS? 

IS THERE ANY REAson 1,'lEY I CAN! T 
COMPUTEE NOH? 

TELL ~E MORS ABOUT YOUR PERSPECTIVE 
C 

PLEASE DIAL ~}IE UP ON 49 1850 



Note that after the last remark the VP did not ob instructions, 
and left out the period. Therefore, of course, the computer 
didn I t answer him. 11his so infuric~ t the VP, who thought I was 
play g s with him,that he c led me up, woke me from a 
sleep, and said: 

VP: 

Bobro~1 : 

Why are you being so snotty to me? 

What do you mean why am I being snotty 
to you? 

The VP angrily read me the dialog tl"lat l:we l: had been having, and 
couldn't get any response but 1 ter from me. It took a while 
to convince him it really WeS the computer. 
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