imate Gcming
installment
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Editorial

To quote Bob
Dylan — even
though I'm pret-
ty sure he
wouldn't
endorse such a
quotation given
the context -
“the times they
are a-changin’”
We've likely all
heard the oft-
quoted trivia point of videogame sales surpassing
movie box office receipts in revenue a few years ago.
When this information was first brought to light, it was
big news. Videogames had finally made their way out of
the wood-paneled basements of yore and into the liv-
ing room; out of obscurity and into the mainstream
consciousness. While still not as pervasive as movies
or television, interactive entertainment is catching up
and is recognized not only as a huge industry but as a
burgeoning art form and a major element of the “digital
lifestyle.”

With that in mind, we're happy to introduce expanded
gaming content in HUB: Digital Living.

For more than three years, Total Gamer has provided an
independent voice for Canadian gamers. That voice just
got a bit louder with its integration into HUB. Our
expanded coverage will continue Total Gamer’s man-
date to bring the best news, reviews, previews and fea-
ture coverage in the world of interactive entertainment
to Canadian gamers from a Canadian perspective.

In addition to expanding video game coverage, our reg-
ular coverage of all things digital is now more logically
broken down and grouped into sections. Wireless, as
the name implies, covers all things wireless from
portable audio and video players to personal digital
assistants (PDAs) and cell phones. Personal
Computing brings computer hardware, software and
peripheral reviews, columns and features. Home

= R

Entertainment covers the myriad devices that make up
the digital living room and the underlying technologies
that make it all possible. Digital Imaging offers the lat-
est from the worlds of digital photography and video
with tutorials, hands-on reviews and industry news.
The Test Lab puts products related to the cover theme
head-to-head, testing and evaluating their perform-
ance under controlled circumstances.

We hope you'll agree that these changes are for the
better and, as always, we welcome your feedback.

Enjoy the issue,
Andrew Moore-Crispin
Editor-in-Chief

Correction: Last month Samsung was incorrectly
billed as a Japanese company. It is in fact a Korean
company. HUB regrets the error.

Wayne Belzer writes: RE: CES 2005: Cell phones,

Feb 2005 | enjoyed reading the article on cell phones,
BUT ... It is unfortunate that Canadians do not have the
same access to technologies that exist in the expand-
ing world market. Some of the phones featured are
interesting, and would be more so, if they were avail-
able in Canada. As they are not [currently), | find the
article a bit of a teaser. | tried the web site www.hub-
canada.com, but was unable to find “more information”
on these phones. | appreciate that the spread of tech-
nology is sometimes slower than desired, but it would
be appreciated if the information passed on to readers
reflected these limitations.

A. Leong writes: I'd like to see a really compact (digital
audio) player that can be implanted at the base of the
brain, maybe connected to the auditory nerves. That
would be VERY portable! The only drawback, | suppose
would be the potential hassle of going through airport
security. [Well, that and having an MP3 player fused to
your brain stem. ed.]
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Letter of the Vionth

Congratulations to Cecil E. King whose letter has
been selected as our Letter of the Month.

| believe a physical e-book reader is long overdue [and
I'm not talking about reading a PDF file on a tablet PC).
This gadget will have 4 or 5 e-pages — paper-thin elec-
tronic displays that will function much like regular
pages of a book. For instance, students will appreciate
being able to read text on one page and look at a dia-
gram on the previous or next page. Having multiple
physical pages is the key, but since it is electronic, the
pages need not be sequential; you can have one e-page
display page 10 of the text, another showing page 101,
and another 105.

For his letter, Cecil wins a Zling Slot 256MB digital audio
player from Z-Cyber (www.z-cyber.net).
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This month in addition to your general feedback, we're
asking for your thoughts on the question of the month:
What gadget or piece of technology do you use

most often?

Send us your thoughts and general rants and raves:
letters@ppublishing.ca

The Letter of the Month will receive a Microsoft optical
“S+arck” mouse. Created
by cutting-edge designer
Philippe Starck, the
mouse features a strik-
ing ambidextrous “hemi-
sphere” design separat-
ed by a lighted strip,
resulting in an innova-
tive marriage of form
and function.
(www.microsoft.com)
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Home Entertainment - Feature

Kid-friendly DVD Easter eggs

If you've heard of DVD "Easter eggs”, and chances are you have, then
you're likely aware that not all of them are suitable for young eyes.

For the uninitiated, the Easter eggs concealed on many of today's DVDs
are hidden treats for movie lovers that serve as a reward for those savvy
enough to unlock them. Typically, you need to press a few buttons on
the remote to reveal the secret section.

Eggs may be a message from the filmmaker, an alternate ending, a
blooper reel, a videogame, and so on. The point is, they're not listed as
an extra on the back of the DVD box.

The following are a few kid-friendly Easter eggs to find on movies you
likely have in your growing DVD collection.

Shark Tale

Pop in the DVD and from the main menu, press the Left arrow button on
the remote and the “No Left Turns” sign will illuminate. Press Enter (or
Select on some DVD players] to follow along with a colour storyboard of
the hit animated movie. Also, from the main menu, select “Special
Features,” then click “More.” Now, highlight the words “Special Features”
and press the Right button on the DVD remote and stars will appear on
top of the seahorse. Press Enter to access a hidden “Meet the Cast”
bonus section.

Spider-Man 2

This superhero-sized double DVD features three Easter eggs. Here's a
good one: Insert the first disc and from the main menu, select “Special
Features” and then choose “Commentaries.” Once inside, highlight the
words “Technical Commentaries Off” but don't press Enter. Instead, press
the Right arrow button on the DVD remote, followed by the Up arrow. A
yellow spider will appear. Press Enter to watch a funny clip of director
Sam Raimi introducing a screener of the movie to a Japanese audience.
Who knew he had such a sense of humour?

HUB: Digital Living - March 2005

Freaky Friday

This funny “switch-comedy” film has a few hidden Easter eggs to find.
From the main menu, highlight the word “Captions” and press the Right
arrow on the DVD remote. The fortune cookie will now be highlighted.
Press Enter and the characters on the main menu will switch clothes!
This works four times, each with a unique outfit. The second egg can be
found in the “Bonus Features” section. Select “Freaky Jams,” and once
inside, press the Down arrow on the DVD remote until Jamie Lee Curtis’
head is highlighted. Now press Enter to watch this veteran actress per-
form the entire guitar solo from the concert in the movie.

Finding Nemo

This mega-popular animated film features six hidden Easter eggs on its
two DVDs. Here are two of them: Insert the second disc and select
“Bonus Materials” from the main menu. Once inside, highlight the “Back”
arrow at the bottom of the screen, but don't press Enter just yet.
Instead, press the Down arrow on the DVD remote. A small green fish will
appear. Now press Enter for a funny “AquaScum 2003" commercial. For
another clip, enter the section entitled “Mr. Ray's Encyclopedia” and once
again highlight the “Back” arrow at the bottom of the screen. Press Down
on the remote and another green fish will appear. Press Enter to see
Dory in awe of you, before Marlin tugs her away.

Shrek

Two hidden eggs are buried on this double DVD set. Pop in either one of
the two discs and select the “Special Features™ menu section. Press the
Up arrow twice until the Gingerbread Man’s buttons turn orange. Now
press Enter to read a random Shrek “Fun Fact” — each time you visit this
egg, itll be a different fact. A second egg is on the second disc. Navigate
over to the word “Play” but do not press Enter just yet. Instead, press the
Up arrow on the remote and a musical note will illuminate orange. Now

www.hubcanada.com




press Enter to view the “Shrek In the Swamp Karaoke
Dance Party.” Hilarious!

Pirates of the Caribbean

This swashbuckling two-disc set includes many hidden
Easter egg treasures, ranging from Japanese trailers of
the film to a clever behind-the-scenes look at special
effects. For a humourous clip, pop in the second DVD and
select “Moonlight Serenade” from the main menu. Once
inside, press the Down arrow on the DVD remote twice
and one of the skull's teeth will turn bright yellow. Press
Enter and guitarist Keith Richards from the band The
Rolling Stones will explain why he believes Johnny Depp’s
portrayal of Jack Sparrow was influenced by his trade-
mark swagger and facial twitches

By Marc Saltzman
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Poppins and tigers and
thunderbirds, oh my!

Mary Poppins — 40th Anniversary Edition
www.disneydvd.com  Price: $27.99
Special features include:
¢ “| Love to Laugh" set-top game
e Rare behind-the-scenes footage
¢ Never-before-heard deleted song, "Chimpanzoo"
® All-new animated adventure hosted by Julie Andrews
Perhaps the greatest children’s musical to ever hit the big screen, Mary
Poppins tells the story of an enchanting nanny who magically makes even the
most mundane chores fun. Songs like
"Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious”, “Chim Chim Cher-ee”,
saARy © and "A Spoonful of Sugar® have been charming children
POTT™SE for decades and hold just as much appeal now as they
ever did. The 40th Anniversary Edition DVD is jam-
packed with features that will appeal to parents and chil-
dren alike, including instant access to any of the movie's
songs, plenty of trivia for Poppins buffs, interactive
. games, behind-the-scenes footage, and even a lost Mary
Poppins song

Two Brothers

www.twobrothersmovie.net  Price: $27.99
Special features include:
e Several educational mini-documentaries including "Tiger Brothers", Tiger
Trainers", and "Wild About Tigers"
¢ Commentary and journal by director Jean-Jacques Annaud
These days, if a movie isn't computer animated or doesn't have loads of spe-
cial effects kids don't seem to want anything to do with it. Two Brothers is the
movie industry’s latest live action casualty; despite wide-
spread critical acclaim it took in a paltry $18 million at
North American box offices. A story about a pair of
estranged tiger siblings who find each other in adulthood
and embark on an amazing journey home together, Two
Brothers was guided by the expert hand of Jean-Jacques
Annaud, director of the classic family movie The Bear,
What it lacks in talking toys and raucous humour Two
Brothers more than makes up for with its touching story
and the noble hearts of its feline protagonists

Thunderbirds

www.thunderbirdsmovie.com  Price: $27.99
Special features include:
o Exploration of Lady Penelope’s gadgets and accessories
© Rehearsal and design footage
© Music video by Bust
Okay, who ordered the big budget Hollywood movie based on a dubious 40-
year-old puppetmation TV series? And how much did they pay actors like Ben
Kingsley and Bill Paxton to do it? Hopefully not much, since Thunderbirds
flopped like a puppet without any strings when it was released last summer
Still, it's not as bad as you might think. Sort of a hi-tech
THUNGERBIRDS Home Alone with Spy Kids sensibilities, Thunderbirds
. " m® , | focuses on the youngest member of the Tracy family,
Alan, as he and his friends try to outfox a group of bad
guys who have invaded the Thunderbirds' island intent on
stealing their hi-tech vehicles. It's nothing more than
mindless entertainment, but kids will be mesmerized by
the special effects and parents will quietly admire the
surprisingly chic sixties-inspired set design
By Chad Sapieha

]
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Feature: Test Lab
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Test Lab: Entry-level digital cameras

Sending the kids off on a March Break field trip with the family’s digital
camera in tow isn't likely, nor is it terribly smart. Digital cameras are an
investment in documenting family happenings and while the pictures
the kids took while sitting in a canoe at camp will add some flavour to
the family’s photo album, it's probably not worth the risk.

As digital cameras keep improving on the high end, the price of entry-
level digital cameras falls while the capabilities of said entry-level cam-
eras improve.

HUB tested five entry-level digital cameras that might be suitable for
kids. Many of these cameras would also serve as a good introduction to
digital photography for the film holdouts in your life.

We asked manufacturers to submit sub-$200 digital cameras for evalua-
tion. As these cameras are the entry-level in the huge and still growing
digital arena and are being evaluated with kids in mind, the criteria
they're held to is different than it might be for higher end or even mid-
range digicams.

The usual criteria such as megapixel count, zoom capability and the like
are still taken into consideration, although when evaluating digital cam-
eras suitable for kids, other factors like durability, expandability and ease
of use are at least as important. If an entry-level digital camera isn't sim-
ple to operate it likely won't see the constant use it should — the benefit
of not having to buy film is practically lost in this case

In a similar vein, these are also important features to look for in a first
digital camera for those people whose VCRs still flash 12:00 - or to
update the cliché for the new millennium, for those who still have VCRs.
Relative to mid-range and higher end digital cameras, the entry-level
obviously makes some sacrifices. Users shouldn’t expect, for example,
the fast start up or image processing, high megapixel counts, large LCD
screens or excellent industrial design their more fully featured brethren
boast.

That said, the cameras submitted are for the most part quite capable.
They all incorporate a movie mode for capturing short, generally
320x240 resolution clips and while none in this round up give access to
aperture or shutter speed controls for fine-tuning shots, many allow
users to access exposure settings to raise or lower the exposure value
to the shooting situation and in some cases, allow users to choose the
virtual film speed to change the way in which the camera captures light.

era that also acts as an on/off switch. With a similar goal in mind, navi-
gating on-screen menus when necessary is simple thanks to straight
forward setting names and instantly discernable icons. When selecting a
scene mode, a brief description of the mode and its intended use pops
up on the screen too.

The catch with keeping things as simple as possible comes in that as
users develop an understanding of digital photography, they will likely
outgrow the camera’s hand-holding style.

With a 3.1 megapixel resolution and Kodak's own quality optical glass,
the CX?330 takes sharp and true pictures. Printing maxes out at about a
5x? print as with other 3 megapixel cameras.

Kodak's EasyShare software is perfect for novices, often using one-but-
ton automation to accomplish the most common digital photo fixes.
However, the hand-holding style will quickly stymie those who want to
grow beyond its confines. It incorporates some fun effects that kids will
likely enjoy playing around with and is a pretty powerful photo album
and organization tool.

8

Kodak EasyShare CX7330

The name of Kodak's “EasyShare” line gives away its core ideals ...as a
product title perhaps should. A central theme with cameras in the
EasyShare line is simplicity;
with the CX?330, Kodak has
clearly paid a lot of attention to
ease of use in the product
development cycle.

Selecting a scene mode is an
instantly familiar throwback to
point-and-shoot film photogra-
phy. Rather than bury scene
selection settings (auto, sport,
night, landscape and close-up)
in on-screen menus as some
other cameras in the lab have,
Kodak opted to mount them on
a thumb dial on top of the cam-
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FujiFilm FinePix A330

While too large to fit comfortably in a shirt pocket, Fuji's FinePix A330 is
a good entry-level digital camera.

Fuji's A series represents the lower end of cameras in the line and the
A330 is the most basic of the lot. It still manages to squeeze in features
found in some mid-range cameras however. As shutterbugs run into
some of the inherent limitations of the automatic approach to photogra-
phy and choose to exert more control, they may be tricked by an inap-
propriately labeled “manual”
mode. Rather than give users
some say in the selection of
aperture or shutter speed how-
ever, setting the camera in
manual only serves to unlock a
previously hidden portion of
the menu where users can
access exposure compensa-
tion settings (-2.1to +1.5 EV)
or choose from a wider than
average range of white balance
presets.

A few different shooting modes
allow for some limited fine-tun-
ing in the way images are cap-
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Feature: Test Lab

oy
tured however, including a night mode that will hold the shutter open for
up to two seconds, sport for fast action, landscape and macro.
Considering the target market for the A330, the fact that Fuji's excellent
f-Menu doesn’'t make an appearance is a disappointment. With it, users
would have had access to IS0 settings, resolution and virtual film type -
standard, black and white and chrome (slide film equivalent) — and been
able to make simple changes to the way images are captured on the fly.
Like all recent Fuji cameras, the A330 uses xD media for image storage,
which features faster write speeds than most older media. However, it
also comes at a slight price premium.
The FinePix Viewer software that comes bundled is a good means of cat-
aloguing images, will take care of common photo problems like red eye
and can perform simple edits like rotate and crop. However, double-click-
ing on a photo in Viewer opens Microsoft Photo Editor (standard with
most Windows installs) for colour balance, brightness and contrast
adjustment and the like. No fun borders, greeting card projects or similar
for the kids. ImageMixer VCD software is included, which makes creating
a photo VCD or DVD for playback on a standard DVD players a simple
process.

prisingly noisy though, and the lens assembly of the unit tested makes
a disconcerting “click” when the inner portion of the lens is retracted
during zooming.

While the shooting modes have to be selected on-screen, they are
accessible and varied. Modes include night for capturing dark scenes
using a tripod, indoor, landscape, sunset, snow and a few others.

The camera ships with Photolmpression 2000 software, a basic image
correction program that incorporates some fun projects like greeting
card creation. However for novice image editors and younger children,
the software may prove a bit too complex, opting for slider bars and
numerous menu items rather than the one-button fixes such users
desire.

While it certainly has its crosses to bear, the EyeQ 4363Z’s higher than
average megapixel count and relative low price make a fairly compelling
argument. It also comes with a camera case, a unique feature for cam-
eras in this roundup.

Concord EyeQ 43632

Concord manages to pack in some features generally found in mid-range
digital cameras while keeping with an entry-level price point with its
Eye0 4363Z. That said, it makes some sacrifices relative to some “brand
name” entry-level digicams.

At four megapixels, the 43647 has the highest non-interpolated resolu-
tion CCD of the cameras tested. However, the optics contained in the lens
assembly are of lower quality.
What this equates to is a higher
resolution capture of a some-
what inferior image. When
images are displayed ona TV
monitor using the included AV
cables, when transferred to a
PC monitor and when printed,
captured images appear slight-
ly washed out.

The 3X zoom is controlled using
a rocker switch that is located
in a comfortable position when
using the rangefinder. The
mechanics of the zoom are sur-
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HP Photosmart M307

HP’s Photosmart M307? tries to keep things simple by dedicating buttons
to many of the most oft-used functions; seven buttons sit on the back of
the unit along with a zoom rocker switch, power switch and a four-way
directional pad. Functions like shooting mode, flash toggle, self-timer
and photo sharing sit to the left of the relatively large LCD screen while
others surround the screen above and to the right. Somehow the inter-
face on the back doesn't seem cluttered and if purchasing a camera for a
novice, they will likely appreciate having plainly-labeled buttons avail-
able at a glance.

Picture quality is reasonable when displayed on a PC monitor or printed
but generally lacks contrast and often displays grain even when shoot-
ing in daylight conditions.
Without the optional HP M-
Series Dock ($45), images
can't be displayed on a televi-
sion monitor.

For beginner users, the HP
Instant Share feature follows a
simple setup process on the
PC and allows for common
sharing tasks like printing and
emailing images to be auto-
mated upon connection to the
PC with HP’s Image Zone soft-
ware installed.

The MO? doesn't incorporate
HP's excellent guided panora-
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Feature: Test Lab

ma mode, which is a disappointment as it's an excellent feature and
would be especially fun for kids and compelling for novices.

HP’s Image Zone software puts the most common image editing
functions within easy reach and effectively automates them to a

large degree.

The M307 is comfortable in the hand; a sculpted wave on the front of the
camera feels natural and the zoom functions, shutter and movie record-
ing buttons are easy to use when holding the camera with one hand. The
shell itself looks sleek and feels sturdy despite the fact that it's com-
posed almost entirely of plastic.

HP's entry level offering gives users a chance to grow in to a few of its
more advanced features as users become familiar with the camera and
the types of shots it produces such as ISO speeds and exposure value
compensation (-2.0 to +2.0EV)

between them. Budding pho-
tographers are therefore
required to give a lot of
thought to the positioning of
the camera relative to the sub-
ject when the flash is on, as it's
even more prone than usual to
capture flash glare from sur-
faces and red eye from human
subjects.

Unfortunately, the E30’s menu
systems aren't as intuitive as
other entry-level digital
cameras, requiring much trial
and error navigation while
shutterbugs get used to the
menu layout.

With only two shooting modes — macro and landscape — and with pre-
cious little access to advanced functions, entry-level photographers will
likely fast outgrow the E30. As a quick and dirty decent resolution pock-
et-sized camera though, it does the job.

BenQ DCE30

Ben0, a company whose name is derived from the slogan “bring enter-
tainment and quality to life” recently got into the digital camera game.

Its initial offerings in the mid-range digital camera market are surprising-

Iy good — especially for a first attempt — and generally offer a fairly
significant price savings over similarly equipped cameras, although the
DC E30 doesn't fare as well as entry-level models from other manufac-
turers in this round up however.

That said, at about $150 and given its ultra-compact size suitable for
slipping in to even a small pocket, it could well be a great introductory
camera for Kids.

The most notable feature lacking in the E30 is optical zoom. Instead, the
camera incorporates a 4X digital zoom. Also, owing t0 its ultra-compact
size, the flash is mounted directly above the lens with less than 2cm

Conclusion:
For its solid feel, excellent image editing and cataloguing software, price,
larger LCD screen, simplicity and room for growth, HP's M30? camera is
the clear winner for kids and digital newbies.

By Andrew Moore-Crispin

Mediasonic
'

Mediasonic 2.5"

One-Button Backup
One-Button Backup
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7 $39.99 559.99
Overview : Overview :
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- Customize Hard Drive Size - Customize Hard Drive Size

- 1-button push auto backup

- 1-button push auto backup
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- ideal for SOHO

For more mediasonic products
please visit www.mediasonic.ca
or e-mail us at sales@mediasonic.ca

Smart Drive

Contact Your Local
Wholesaler ¢ Dealer
for more infomation
h to :
Photo S mge Ontario Area contact :
X's Drive Pro Family ~ MSRP Computer Canada.net
VP300 w/o HD 5129 www.computercanada.net
VP3310 w/o HD 5148 905-479-3992
VP3610+2061.8"HD %239
6oDot Family MSRP Online Store:
Photo Bank w/o HD $79 www.NCIX.com
Photoviewer (TV out) $39 ** MSRP is suggest sales price
* price, availabity subject to change w/o notice
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‘ Digital Imaging

Digital Photography Tutorial 14

Learning to see as the camera "sees”

Part 2 Will the real white balance please stand up
Last month | introduced the idea that what we perceive isn't the same as
what the camera records. The camera can only follow the laws of physics
and optics, while we humans have a mind full of memories, concepts and
beliefs that filter the sensory information captured by our eyes.
Colour is one of those phenomena. A few months ago (Sept. 2004 issue
of HUB) | presented photos of the same scene that were taken with the

camera's white balance setting set to auto, daylight, and manual. Which
one was the most accurate? A more relevant question is “which one do
we like the best?”

Using a fixed white balance setting such as “daylight” will get you close,
but the manual white balance feature allows you to more finely tune your
setting. This is because the daylight setting of your camera is set to
around 5,500 degrees Kelvin but daylight colour temperature varies
throughout the day and from one location to another — anywhere from
4,500-10,000+ degrees Kelvin. To get the whites right, it's best to take a
manual reading.

Finding a pure white object in a scene isn't always easy, and using a
sheet of white bond paper, or the special target cards available from well-
stocked photo stores, while tried and true, isn't always convenient. One
solution | have been using comes from ExpoDisc Corp
(www.expodisc.com). It is a highly tuned white balance filter that attach-
es to the filter thread on your lens. It's an expensive product, ranging from
US$100-$150 depending on filter size (a budget line is available for
US$20 less). However, using it is simple: attach it to the lens, take a man-
ual white balance, remove it, and start shooting.

Using a correct white balance setting will help you create more accurate
colour in your photos, which is highly desirable in many cases. For exam-
ple, | sometimes document artists' paintings, and reproducing the colours
accurately is a paramount goal.

Having said that, sometimes using an “incorrect” white balance setting
creates a more pleasing photo. This is the brain at work again, moderating
what the physics of vision brings in. With pictures of people, for example,
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we tend to be more forgiv-
ing of — or even prefer —
shifts toward the warm
side of the spectrum.
Portrait photographers
will use warming filters to
make the subject appear
rosier or tawnier, and we
interpret it positively as a
healthy glow. Outdoor
photographers too might
attach a warming filter or
UV filter to take some of
the blueness out of a
landscape photo.

One of the benefits of
digital photography is that
you don't need a bank of
filters to tune the fixed
colour temperature of a roll of film. Digital cameras have a number of
temperature settings programmed in. Try shooting outdoors with the
white balance set to incandescent, and vice versa. Try taking a white
balance reading using a pale pink card or a pale blue one as a target.

Alternatively, you can tune your colour after the fact in an image edi-
tor. Some include special filters designed to reproduce the effects of
existing photographic filters.

By David Tanaka

Photo Retouching with Photoshop: A Designer’s Notebook
Author: Anthology of various writers,

translated from French by Marie Laure Clec’h

Published by 0’Reilly  ISBN0-596-00860-0

Paperback, 96 pages

Price: $36.95

¢ A\ | Ll
PHOTO RETOUCHING warw PHOTOSHOP
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‘ Personal Computing \

Building the Ultimate Gaming PC: Part Five

Last time on Building the Ultimate Gaming PC: “With
trembling hand and bated breath, | pressed the Power
On button..."

And now this month’s exciting conclusion (for a recap of previous install-
ments, visit Hubcanada.com)

The PC now known as Mutant came on! That's right! It worked! First time!
Hot dog! It powered up no problem! Flashing lights, glowing fan covers and
all! Granted, the resulting light show looked like a circus midway on speed,
but Mutant worked!

Loading Windows XP Pro was similarly painless — at least, as painless as
installing Windows XP ever is. In fact, the only time the software installa-
tions got tricky was with some of the kids' combat-related games.

The reason: Windows Pro XP is a multi-user system: We set it up with an
all-powerful Administrator account plus individual family user accounts of
lesser power. Unfortunately, some of the kids' games would only work if
played with full Administrator privileges. When you're trying to keep your
kids from changing your settings, this can prove to be a problem. As a
result, some of these games can only be played when Dad or Mom

is around.

Performance

Together, Mutant’s Intel 3.6 GHz Pentium 4 EE (Extreme Edition] CPU chip
and Mutant’s Abit uGuru AA8-3rd Eye motherboard rock! The performance

on this machine is astounding: no hesitation, just solid speed and perform-
ance. | particularly like the Abit external “Guru Clock” that lets you monitor
the system’s performance and temperature — a very worthwhile device
indeed. It's also nice to know that Guru Clock’s “Quick OC" overclocking
option — you can push a button to ramp up your CPU speed — is always at
hand. However, so far Mutant has been running so fast that | haven't need-
ed touse it.
Overall, | have no complaints about Mutant as the Ultimate Gaming PC. All
of the components — the Intel CPU, Abit mobo, ATl Radeon video card,

[
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Internet Access
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Personal Computing

Corsair XMS DDR2 memory, Western Digital 10,000 RPM and Maxtor 7,200
RPM hard disks: Plextor external DVD-RW, Logitech keyboard and mouse,
and Altec Lansing 5.1 surround system — have performed without a single
problem. | have also been impressed by the 17-inch Samsung flat panel
monitor we started with, and the 19-inch AG Neovo LCD monitor subse-
quently sent to us by RadioShack; both work well for gaming.

Meanwhile, the Mutant Mods case does look pretty cool with all its flashing
lights, although sometimes | have to shut them off to keep from getting a
headache. Still, they are a very sharp addition, and the Mutant Mods clear
plastic case does look pretty spacey.

My only regret is that | was unable to get the clear-fronted internal CD-

RW/DVD-RW drives that | was seeking; it seems that they are no longer
made because the clear plastic wasn't strong enough. The Plextor internal
PX-716A CD-RW/DVD-RW that just arrived may do, because it comes with a
removable (and thus paintable) bezel and optical disk tray cover.

Lessons learned

Having completed my first PC in years, | am astounded by how much easi-
er it is to build such systems these days. The components fit relatively
easily, and the software goes on without too much fuss.

This said, there are a few things | learned from this experience that |
would like to pass on:

First, be sure to look over your case and components before you build, to
figure out how they go together. Otherwise you'll end up in the position |
did in Part Four, when | had to remove the internal hard drive tower to
install the drives. In fact, | lost a number of hours from repeatedly remov-
ing the power supply to put other items in place.

Second, don't be surprised that different books will tell you to install dif-
ferent components at different times. For instance, one will tell you to put
the motherboard in first, while a second will insist that the drives should
go in first.

Recently, | started building a media centre PC using the Intel D325XCV
mobo that was originally slated for Mutant (until the Abit AA8 came in). |
was somewhat surprised to see Intel’'s advice to install both the memory
and CPU before even putting the mobo into the case! (This said, | do rec-
ommend Maximum PC's “Guide to Building a Dream PC". This is a great
book for the beginning PC builder.)
What should you do? Given the problems that | had installing the drives
inside the Mutant Mods case, | would scope out your project based on the
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15" TFT. 512MB. 40G 5400, DVD-CDRW, 56K, LAN, |Rifech Ri800DVD Player Wireless Router Intel LGAT75-3.2 L6AT75-3.0 tel P4-3.06 Intel P4 !.2 66
TV-out, IEEE1394, 4USB2.0, WLAN, 5.71b, 5Hrs Progressive Scan, |524+(54M) $39 1| Asrock (AsuS) M/B .
MPEG-4, DIVXS.DVD, 524 (108M) $63 |ASUS PSGD1 M/B ASUS P5GD1-VM M/B (ASUS)M/B || ASRock (ASUS) M/B
Al Radeon?700 64M External Video. Dual DISRISY |55 by’ Region Free |°2- | M S |512mppC320000R ||512MBPC3200DDR || 512MBPC3200 DDR || 25508 PC2700 DDR
Upgrade to DVD:RW Add: $7 Wireless Card _|160GB SATA 7200%PM || 808 7200RPM HOD || 89G® 7200RPM HOD)| 808 7200RPM HDD
 Intel P4-3.06  $1189 ‘ DVD-+RW |650+ ICMCAS35 | Toshiba 16x DVD.+RW [ Toshiba 16x DVD+Rw|[ S2x32X52 CD-RW | 55532452 CD-rW
" . Duallayer G650PCMCIA$AS | ATI X300SE 128M PCIE || Intel Extreme2 Video || , 1o v oo s‘;m || 64M8 Video shared
15" 1400x1050 SXGA + TFT, 512MB, 40GB HDD,56K.LANg 1 <1 1 6x $72 |5204PCI $35|8 Channel Sound 6 Channel Sound 6 Channel Sound 6 Channel Sound,
WLAN, DVD-CORW, [EEE1 894, 47958.0, V-0l NEC 16x  $77 |65204PCI $48|Gigabit LAN 10/100 Ethernet il 10/100 Ethernet
Vidia £xGO 5250 64MB Extemal Video. DualDispiay | o U CH, oo g 102(6120+ 158 848 |intemet . Mouse  |[Free Keyboard, || prae Keyboard, || 1o KiB. Mouse.SPK
7 : g + —— | 600W Subwooter SPK_|\Mouse, Speaker || mouse, speaker ) | PA-248 $389 )
CK - g
( 4
TravelMate 2201XCI 15" $879 | (@M pintable $315 $119 $499 \ 3399 ( $269 )
Celeron D-2.6G, 256MB, 40G HDD, 15", CDRW-DVD ax. 50 ack $14 1716 171051CD
56K, LAN, WIFI (8/G), 4 USB2.0, IEEE1394, XP Home - — AMD 643000+ || AMDS-2800+ AMD §-2200+
> = ASUS A8V Deluxe M/B ASUS K8V-MX M/B ASRock K7VM3 M/B ECS Mainboard
1 1 109
A S SO, ST, GGG, D%g+gvg ’ $285 [512upcsz0000r  ||'512mpCs20000% [ 2s6m pc270000% | 256m8 PC2700 00
15",56K, LAN, WiFi (B/G), 4 USB2.0, IEEE1 394, XP Home [Toshiba Ext.USB2.0 17" AcerAL1715 ::&?:cw:ggggm‘ :gf;zzggg?::xo 80GB 7200RPM HDD || 80GB 7200RPM HDD
Frm lbx Duol DVD+RW + 3 52x32x52 CD-RW 52x32x52 CD-RW
TravelMate 4000LCI 15 $1149 T | LCD, 12ms, 500:1} 41y padeon9250 128M || 64MB Video Shared || & 16x DVD Combo || 64M Video Shared
Centrino-1.4G, 512M8, 40G HDD, DVD-CDRW, 56K, x!emol HDD 8 Channel Sound 6 Channel Sound 6 Channel Sound
LAN, WIFi (8/G). 4 USB2.0, IEEE1 394, TV-out, XP Pro $135 $385|Giganit High speed LA | 10/100 Ethemet 6ChannelSound || 10/100 Ethernet
TravelMate 4001 WLMI 154" $ 1379 IbOG USB2.0 $165 1o Internet K/B, Mouse Free Keyboard, 10/100 Ethernet
G USB2.0 19* Acer LCD RAdd 17" CRT $399
Cenfrino-1.5G, 512MB, 60G HDD, DVDLRW, 56K, LAN, | 200G Ust2 0S208 A91S, 800:1 ‘oo ouowoolersPk j\Mouse. Speaker )\Free K/B.Moute.SPK ) L )
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Optical Device

.
Fast, Fun

Open « Vision « Share

Like a chameleon, AOpen Optical devices blend in with your computer perfectly.
(With the help of bundled interchangeable black, white and beige faceplates)

DUW1608

16X DVD+/-RW Double Layer Burner [)\f[)u)r bo Drive

Get yours now at a retail store near you! m s
Canada Computers PC Village ACM Computer Centre DBAutomation A Computer Warehouse Outlet open

905-946-9688  905-889-5488 416-298-6646 416-590-7727 647-436-0070
www.aopen.com

A.G.Computers Reach Data Kingston Computer Planet OTA Computers Compu Canada

416-967-7485 416-591-2059 613-544-2798 416-992-1177 416-757-8888

Used PCs.CA Alpha Plus Computers & Peripherals Medex Computer CP Computers

800-460-5221 416-323-0898 416-667-1668 416-593-6608 416-298-3303

Fans PC JM Computer Tomken Technologies J. Netronics  wiNTRONIC COMPUTER PLUS

416-494-9373 905-891-8862 905-625-9889 905-948-1428 905-760-9745
A&A Marketing Guntai Ware Inc. United Computer Micro Media  Logic Computer House PC TEK COMPUTERS

905-686-9886 905-940-0333 905-831-9555 905-415-0909 905-770-4900

PLUG&PLAY  S& COMPUTERSYSTEMS  COMPUTERMART  GCIGLOBAL COMPONENTINC.  Liata Computer 1-888-97-AOPEN
705-792-5328 705-742-5551 905-763-2799 905-417-1722 905-804-9488

EEE T IE DS B EE e cin ooy G Bl X5t e T
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limits of your case. For instance, if you're up against an internal tower, as |
was with the Mutant Mods case, put the drives in first before adding the
mobo. But if your case doesn't have any accessibility problems, put in the
power supply, mobo and CPU first, followed by the memory, video card,
and then the drives.

Third, keep some spare computer screws on hand, because you never
know when you'll need them. Meanwhile, be sure to keep your parts neatly
stored either in resealable plastic bags or bottles, because you never know

when a cat might walk through your work site.
Fourth, before you close up the case, be sure to double-check all of your
connections. Is the CPU fan plugged in, and are its blades unencumbered
by wires? Are the memory cards clicked into place? Is the video card
seated properly? Did you plug the USB and FireWire connections into the
right pins? Did you connect the power supplies to all of the drives? Does
the case close cleanly, without pinching any of the wires? Basically, it
makes sense to do a mental walkthrough of the computer’s insides,
repeating each step of the installation visually to make sure you didn’t
miss anything.
Finally, is it really worth the extra money to buy top-end components? If
you can afford to, the answer is definitely yes! If you can't, then shop
carefully to get what matters. For instance, if you're a gamer, get a decent
quality video card with its own onboard CPU. This will ensure that your
video doesn't stutter or drag. Meanwhile, if you like a big display but don't
have the money for a large flat panel, get a big CRT monitor instead.
As for the flashing lights, LED-illuminated LCD covers, and clear plastic
case sold by Mutant Mods? Although they're not essentials, | find that
they really do add to the fun of my Ultimate Gaming PC. This is why | have
quietly slipped a Mutant Mods Red Meteor Bubble Tube inside the home
media center PC I'm building now. The Bubble Tube adds some sparkle and
activity that peeks through the black metal case’s fan grills every now and
then.
The bottom line: as | have proved, any average person can build their own
Ultimate Gaming PC these days. Computer components have become so
easy to work with, and software has improved so much, that what used to
be impossibly daunting has become moderately challenging. Besides,
nothing impresses your kids like building your own PC.

By James Careless

On-site Service
Quick Upgrades
Networking

TORONTO NORTH YORK
137 Y St. 2946 |
Tel: 41 2-9595 Tel: 416-7.

MARKHAM (Head Office)
90 Nolan Court, # 5
Tel: 905-470-1031

DELL Latitude Notebook IBM Thinkpad Notebook

Price: $499

l ] =

OFF LEASE SYSTEMS

COMPAQ EVO SYSTEM

| GB USB Pen Drive

on Ave.
-0006

Price: $899 ’ )
S

50 Pack CD-R Spindle

>

SCARBOROUGH
2131 Lawrence Ave. E. # 104A
Tel: 416-750-4848

2150 lumhamthorpo Rd.
Tel: 905-569-8119

TOSHIBA Satellite

k DVD-R Spindle

VB USB Pen Ou.'

$79.99

15" Refurbished Monitor...$29
17" Refurbished Monitor...S$59

19" Used Flat Monitor

Plll 1GHZ .
Pl 733Mhz
Pill 500Mhz..

Price: $399

.$199 .
5139\
$99 1

TOB
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are you connected?
or well connected?

**WEB PROMOTION**
FREE ADSL Modem
in exchange of your cable Modem
or
ADSL Modem starting at 39.95%

SignUp on-line now at http://www.aei.ca/promo-hubt

**12 month contract

(" Information )
www.aei.ca c I I § 416-640-1611
info@aei.ca all uUs now : 1-877-305-4155
(Residential Business f\ )
Higl;ISpeed Act(:jess HighSpeed Access Virtual Domain
Unlimited bandwidih* Eroe SO S B

Intro
$29.95 /m ( ;299.50 lyr)

10MB of web space
5 E-mail accounts

Free up your phoneline
Free 10hrs dialup access
20MB E-mail account + Webmail
Antivirus + Antispam filters
85,000+ news groups

5 E-mail accounts
Antivirus + Antispam filters
85,000+ news groups

HighSpeed

i Intermediate
nghSpeed 3.0 Mbps $69.95 /m
3.0 Mbps ~ $29.95/m Ultra HighSpeed $39.95 /m ($399.50 /yr)
4.0 Mbps  $99.95 /m 40MB of web space

20 E-mail accounts
Frontpage, ASP, PHP, SQL

Ultra HighSpeed
4.0 Mbps  $49.95 /m

Dialup Access HighSpeed Package Expert
56K V.92 dialup Always connected $59.95 /m ($599.50 /yr)
20MB E-mail account + Webmail Modem / Router with Firewall 100MB of web space

Antivirus + Antispam filters
85,000+ news groups
No Busy Signals

Web hosting 40MB
20 E-mail accounts
Free 100hrs dialup access

HighSpeed
3.0 Mbps $99.95 /m

Ultra HighSpeed
4.0 Mbps $129.95 /m

50 E-mail accounts
Frontpage, ASP, PHP, SQL

10hrs $4.95 /m ($49.50 /yr)
40hrs $9.95 /m ($99.50 /yr)
100hrs  $14.95/m ($149.50 /yr)
Unlimited* $22.95 /m ($229.50 /yr)

E-mail only
$9.95 /m ($99.50 /yr)

5 E-mail accounts
(yourname@domain.com)

* Based on Intermittent usage
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Personal Computing [

PC music making -

' whbie’ id
ane ie’'s guiae |
For many people who walk into a music store hoping to starta
0 s e o “ home studio, the experience is completely intimidating: Walls of
com keyboards, racks of expensive modules and mixing boards, and of
EXCE ed

al Value Refurbish

ptops course wires everywhere.

The fact is that to start a basic, barebones home studio for record-
Sunware PGGKHUB Money Back Guarantee ing audio all you need are three simple components: a PC with a
Internet Raallv Up to 70% Off soundcard, your instrument of choice, and a simple software pro-

- T x 3 gram for recording, mixing and editing your tracks.

Recording audio into a PC can be as simple as plugging an electric
instrument or microphone into the soundcard and hitting record on
Windows' built-in sound recorder, found under the Accessories >
Entertainment tab in the Start menu and titled, conveniently,
“Sound Recorder.” Of course, if you actually want to work with more
than one track at a time and “overdub” parts over top of each other,
you're going to need a more advanced mixer/editor program. But
we're getting ahead of ourselves ...

Plugging in

All standard PC soundcards have multiple jacks (“ports”) at the
back of the machine: the microphone jack, the line-in (used to plug
in any sound source, from a keyboard to a CD player) and the line-
out (headphone/speaker jack). Certain soundcards may have other
jacks, such as additional line-outs and the digital out, which sup-
ports 5.1 surround sound and digital speakers.

Plug microphones into the mic input and instruments like electric
pianos and guitars into the line-in. MIDI keyboards can be recorded
as audio tracks by plugging them into the line-in as well.

Some converters might be required here to turn one end of the
1/4-inch patchcord cables used for guitars and keyboards into the
smaller stereo mini
jack required for the
back of the sound-
card. These stereo
minis can be pur-
chased cheaply for
about $10 or less.
Some keyboards
may also have
stereo separation
(separate left and
right speaker out-
puts). In this case, you need a Y-adapter to lead from the L and R
into the single line-in cable heading into the line-in jack. Failing
that, use the L channel, as most keyboards use that channel for
monaural (“mono”, or single-channel) output.

! bl w ‘ i , More advanced soundcards have front-mounted input modules

located in one of the computer’s bays that typically have 1/4-inch
from PIlI 750Mhz to P4 3.4Ghz with DVDR line-ins right out front, which cuts down on the hassle tremendous-

from 12" Mini IaPtOPS to 17" W'de screens ly. These link up internally within the computer case to help
r Visit Website for Availabilit process the audio. Some even have bonus features, like FireWire

inputs. [Although, if you've bothered to invest in such a sound card
you're likely way ahead of this tutorial already!)
SNOWRI0M f[ D wikownlogomntofon] }Z‘f & *IIIH['P
@ 0 Vortvile Aue. Software
A D75 D748 & Audio mixing/editing software will allow you to record multiple

L-- . —— 18 047 I s T Yo

IS
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Pathway Internet:
Simply A

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET SERVICE FOR YOUR HOME*

Our FastPath™residential high-speed Internet service is now even

more hassle-free and enjoyable: our new Technical Support tools save $ 95/
you time and speed up problem resolution. Pathway's full service

Internet packages provide the best value in the city — guaranteed! B month

Pathway LiveChat Pathway SmartDesk FastPath comes with:

« Get immediate answers ® Our Tech Reps remotely access - modem/router
your computer and fix problems

to your questions ﬁ] right in front of you! with built-in firewall
e Chat transcripts =

* Your privacy 3 . "
emailed to you for l = E and security @/\/@ R IS BreleCien

future reference _m— guaranteed - 5 email accounts
- 50 Mb web space
- free dialup hours

Call us today to enroll for FastPath™and enjoy the exceptional IS0 9001
certified service that even other ISPs speak enviously about!

*Dial-up Internet Service starting from $9.95 per month

BUSINESS INTERNET SOLUTIONS

Broadband Internet Solutions from 3.0 to 12.0 Mbps; Server Co-Location; Web and Email Hosting
Call us today for more information!

Canada's

a3 214-6363

certified ISP
105 Commerce Valley Dr W, Suite 500, Markham, ON, L3T 7W3 info@pathcom.com WWW.pathCOm. Com
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audio tracks that can be layered on top of each other to form a complete
piece of music. These programs can be as expensive and complicated as
you want them to be. (For some high-end options, check out the sidebar.)

A good starter program is one called Audacity (audacity.sourceforge.net),
an open source (read: free) program that takes up only 7.2 MB on your
hard drive. The program lacks many of the bells and whistles of more
advanced programs, so not only is it less confusing and therefore perfect
for beginners, but it’s also not so much of a resource hog.

Of course, the more components you add to your studio, the more quality
you'll be able to squeeze out of your recordings. Tempting as it is to
splurge on a lot of gear, however, it's pointless if you don't know how to
use it. Master the basics first.

Software alternatives

For the deeper of pocket, here are links to the downloadable trial
demos of three high-end mixer/editors. If you like what you've tried, how-
ever, be prepared to shell out a few hundred dollars for the real thing.

Rdobe Audition
http://www.adobe.convsupport/downloads/main.html

Ableton Live 4 demo
http://www.ableton.comvindex.php?main=downloads

Acid Pro §

By Erin Bell http://mediasoftware.sonypictures.com/download/step2.asp?DID=541

-3953

t. Suite

PCANADARE05-27

TOLL FRE
2550, Mathee 2

Miss

f!'!'!ﬁ(}ﬁ- VxT

LEA; Adobe
@ steinberg - D

- TR ‘ THORNHILL RICHMOND HILL
‘ 180 STEELES AVE.W. #30 e 550 HWY 7,EAST,#88
MICROP OINT TEL 905-762-9811 / 9813 é VlSlt us at TEL 905-764-5562 o
YT : z
Mon-Sun11:30-7:09 S www.micropointcomputer.com Mon-Sat 11:30-6:30 f
COMPUTERS STEELES AVEW. | 34 HWY. 7 EAST |~

LAPTOP

' Special

Acer Travelmat
2201 LCI $899

15" XGA/CEL-2.66G/256M
40GB/CDRW+DVD/LAN
Modem/Wireless/XP-Home
(154" TFT WXGA +$150)

4000LCI $1169
15"XGA/P-M14G/512M
40GB/CDRW+DVD/LAN
Modem/Wireless/XP-Home

4002WILMI  $1369
15.4"XGA/P-M 1.6G/512M
60GB/DVD+/-RW/LAN

P42.8Ghz
ASROCK P4145GV M/B
256MB DDR333 RAM

80 GB HDD 7200 RPM
Intel 64MB Graphics
52X24X52 CD-RW
SOUND/ LAN/ FDD
PS/I1 KB/ MOUSE
ATX 350W P4 CASE

| 17"Flat Monitor_+5129

CELEROND 24 Ghz
ECS PAVMM2 M/B
256MB DDR RAM

40 GB HDD 7200RPM
32MB 4X VIDEO

52X CD-ROM DRIVE
SOUND /LAN/FDD
PS/I1 KB / MOUSE
ATX 350W P4 CASE

| P432E

P4 3.0E Ghz 800Mhz
ASUS P4PS00-MX M/B
512MB DDR400 RAM
80 GB HDD 7200 RPM
Intel Extreme Graphics 2
52X24X52 CD-RW
SOUND /LAN/FDD
KB /MOUSE / SPK
ATX 350W P4 CASE
+5$59
5279
Sempron 2400+
ECS KM400-M2 M/B
256 MB DDR RAM
40 GB HDD 7200 RPM
64MB 4X VIDEO
52X CD-ROM DRIVE
SOUND /LAN/FDD
PS2 KB / MOUSE
ATX 350W P4 CASE

* All Prices are Already 4% Cash Discounted and Sub)u.l to Change Without Notice *

P4 3.0E Ghz 800Mhz
ASUS P4S800 M/B
512MB DDR 400 RAM
80 GB HDD 7200RPM
RADEON 9200SE 128M
LG CDRW+DVD Combo
SOUND / LAN ' FDD
KB /MOUSE / SPKS
ATX 350W P4 CASE

| P-432E +559

AMD Athlon-64 2800+
ASUS K8V-X M/B
512MB DDR 400 RAM
160 GB HDD 7200RPM
RADEON 9250 128M
LG CDRW+DVD Combo
SOUND / GB-LAN / FDD
KB/ MOUSE / SPK

ATX 350W P4 CASE

P4 3.0 Ghz (LGAT775)
ASUS P5GDI-VM M/B
512MB DDR 400 RAM
160 GB HDD 7200RPM
INTEL GRAPHICS 900
16X DVD-/+RW DRIVE
SOUND /LAN/FDD
KB /MOUSE / SPKS
ATX 350W P4 CASE
P432G +559

AMD Athlon-64 3200+
ASUS A8V DX (5-939)
512MB DDR 400 RAM
160 GB HDD 7200RPM
RADEON 9250 128M
16X DVD-/+RW DRIVE
SOUND / GB-LAN / FDD
KB / MOUSE / SPK

ATX 350W P4 CASE

| P432G

P4 3.0 Ghz (LGAT7S)
ASUS P5P800 M/B
512MB DDR 400 RAM
160 GB HDD 7200RPM
RADEON 9200SE 128M
16X DVD-/+RW DRIVE
SOUND / GB-LAN / FDD
KB /MOUSE / SPK

ATX 350W P4 CASE
+$59

P4 3.2 Ghz (LGA775)
ASUS PSGDI M/B
512MB DDR 400 RAM
160 GB HDD 7200RPM
ATI X600 Pro 256M PCI-E
16X DVD-/+RW DRIVE
SOUND / GB-LAN / FDD
KB /MOUSE / SPKS
ATX 350W P4 CASE

PC WEB CAMERA SIS
SCSI HDD 36GB $159
2.5 HDD Enclosure $19
| 3.57/5.25" Enclosure  $35
3+1 Port 1394 Card $19
4Port USB20Card  §15
S0PACK 52X CD-R  §12
50 PACK 8X DVD-R 829
25 PACK 16X DVD-R §19
25 PACK 8X DVD+R SIS

MONTHLY
Special

Acer 19" 1913B LCD $399

Acer 177 1715B LCD $289

SONY 17" 873 LCD $339

BENQ 16X DVD+/-RW $69

ATX 420W Power Supply$18
ATX 350W USB CASE $28
USB Pen Drive 256M  $39
USB Pen Drive 512M $59
2 Port USB Cable KVM $39

Modem Wircles/XPHOME | pa24 GHZ 4569 | Sempron 2600+ +529| Athlon-64 3000+ 4539 | Athlon-64 3500+ +599 | P434G 4579
pE— All system parts are upgradeable l Dealers are welcome et ﬁ’:‘?ff‘f(’:s
cer Ferrar ; ) 2
syt LCD MONITOR | CDRW |DVD | HARD DRIVE | MAINBOARD = WIRELESS |ECSPiVMM MB
AMD ATHLON 64 3000+ |BenQ IS™FPSS7 8219 DVDRW 40GB/80GB_ $56/566 | ASUS PAVP-MX  $59 |S4MbGROUTER 65 | 256 MB DDR333 RAM
N ROASIIMB0GE — |BenQ 17" FPT37-D  $299 120GB / 160GB $93 / $102 | ASUS PAPSO0-MX  §73 | S4Mb G PCI Adapter $39 | —-wnrnmnee
G N asem |BenQ 17" FPTS7  $289| | ¢ on oo pone ¢10|200GB2S0GB. SI139/5179 | ASUSP4SS00  §78 | S4Mb G USB Adapter $35 .-Wn’smmor\ 2
Wireless/XP-PRO BenQ 19" FPO31  $499| o \oiv o cn pw  s25 | S0G/120G 8M  §79/5105 | ASUS PSP800 $115 | 54Mb G Cardbus $35 | ECS KM400-M2 M/B
= Samsung 710V/713V $335 | ;=" o DVD-ROM 52‘7 160G/200G M sslm $137 | ASUS PSGD1-VM  $119 :).leL (35:()((,:)(‘1' ssc.z 256 MB DDR333 R\;:“
Samsung 710N $369 X DVD-ROM 3271 550GB M 179 | ASUS PSGDI $135 | D-Link G122 G USB $79 | — z
Toshiba Satellite Samsungolovonv $519 L? ”)Bl“\f“‘ D - s;»: 120G/160G sata $109/122 | ASUS A7V400-MX $59 | D-Link G650 Cardbus $65 | INTEL P-4 2.8 GHZ CPU
70 $1399 LG 177 1715SK 329 | LG 16X 1;\,"[)‘\‘,‘0”,‘5;{ 200G/250G sata S145/5195| ASUS ATNSX-X ~ §75 | D-Link 624 G Router $79 | ASUS PAVP-MX M/B
IS4"WXGA/CEL-28G |1 G 17" 17108 $335 SBR.’“"S < DVDRW  Seo | Toshiba Notebook HDD $103 | D-Link 714P G Router $99 | 256 MB DDR333 RAM
SIZMAO0GBICDRW-DVD | \0C 17" LM729  $319 | Hon dox VDL RW $70| $200RPM 8M Cache $145 | Linksys WUSBS4G ~ $67 | —remeereeerermeeomme $309
ATIRI00OLANModem | AOC 19~ Lm91d 5479 | D 10X DV RN o | 40G/60G/80G $95/125/159 $165 | Linksys WMPS4G PCI $67 | INTEL P-4 3.0 GHZ 800Mhz
WIN XP-Home AOC 17" CRT s135| Pioneer X DVDRW $95 | ¢ 0ppg 16M Cache §53 | Linksys wrtS4G Router $79| ASUS P4SS00 M/B
More..... Our Website S 293DF CRT 155 | Plextor 16X DVDRW 14914 06/8G §99/139/179 | ECS KM400-M2  $53 | Linksys WPC Cardbus $67| 256MB DDR333 RAM -$349
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LOGIC cOMPUTER HOUSE ...
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LS50-UESU1 (Dothan)

1.6Ghz 512DDR 460G

TM2201LC-XPH

Pentium 1 .6GHz 40GB CELERON-D 2.6Ghz

14° TFT DVD/CORW 40G, 256DDR Intel 855GME 64MD
512M8 DDR All Rodeon 9000 15" XGA Super Mutti DVD
64MD (Shored) DVD/CDRW. 15.4 802.11bg, XP Hom

| [Weeless-G MS XP Home

| _*1400 ‘899

s1549

. 6m;\mg Proneer

| |PX-716A 16X DVD+/-R ATA DVR 108 ﬂ LaserJet 1012
| |axovD+RDL 16X DVD=R 8 Up 1o 15 ppm
BXDVD+RW 4X DVD+RDL Fest poge out |
BXDVD-RW Wiite DVD = R/RW Less than 10 sec
16XDVD = CD-RRW, DVD+R DU Processor 133 MHz
48XCDR . Reods DVD-RRW, CO-R/R Memory 8 M8
24XCORW +R/RW, DVD/CD-ROM, DVDVidkeo, ~5.000 poges

*After US$30 Mas-n Reocte

T 119% "*100

*229

Value Barebone Series

MB: Giga Byte GA-8S661FXM-RZ SiS661FX chipset
RAM: Klngl!on 256MB DDR 400MHz

FD: Sony 3.5" 1.44M FD

HD: Maxtor 40GB IDE HD 7200rpm 2M

Video: SiS 616FX Chipset

Optical Drive: LG 85258 52x32x52 CD-RW

Sound: Onboard Sound

Lan: Onboard 10/100 RJ45 LAN

Case: Mid-Tower (3316-04) with 300 ATX P/S (Picture not exactly as shown)
(Optional: Operating System, KB, Mouse & Monitor)

Celeron D320 Celeron D330 P4-3.0E GHz

379 409 °529

Platinum 775 Senes &P

&

celeron

AGP 8X. DUAL DDR, smaliest poriable Flash on your PC

Lon, sound, SATA, devices with its US8 2.0 ReclTime Hardware
SxPCl, Gigabit Lan TravelDrive. Perfect for MPEG2 Encoding
Realtek ALC850 storing and franstering \ 16M8 DDR Memory

data, digital photos, W)eo

‘92

Memorex: .  PoWERCOLOR
GA-8IP775-G Intel 865P TRAVEL DRIVE 168 uss2.0 0 THEATER 550 PR
LGA775 FSB800 MB sl One of the fastest and , Waich best TV quaiity

(Support MS Media Center Ed.)

*126

& Mp3 files s 1 oo
MX1000 Laser

between pc
- Logitech
\ Ogl ec Cordless Mouse

Total RMS 70W
* Pock 140W Cordiess Desktop® LX 700 me word's fist laser mo
* 40Hz- 200z An elite blend of ‘ 20x more sensitvity fo
: Sotel?es’e:215)2?5. form and function - surfoce « on o fracking

With flexdble navigation er th tical
* Satelites: 8°x 2.5°x 3* premium media controls, W P =
* Subwoofer: 9" x &' x 9,25

s75 “2 sgQ

LOGITECH X530 5.1

‘84

¥Dia£nond 775 Series

P4 520 2.8F Ghz

‘1509

P4 540 3.2E Ghz

*1599

. FREE
items

Case: Mid-Tower (CAS 534) 400W Prs -
Kam.m

-

Biack Optical U
SM'MSBS2.|WWW&M

P4520 2.8E Ghz P4 540 3.2E Ghz

‘869 °969

SONY <«

| [SONY SDM-S73 ACER 1731 { SAMSUNG 913V
*LCD:17.00 «1CD: 170 *1CD: 19.0°
‘ « TFT: Active Matrtx « TFT: Active Matrix « TFT: Active Matrix
* Res.: 1280 x 1024 * Res: 1280 x 1024 * Res.: 1280 x 1024
* 0.264mm — “ « 0.264mm 250cdimy? \ 0.294mm 260caym?
* 250ca/im? * DV, $-Video, Speakers L‘(iw 1
* 500:1 (max.) * 430:1 (max)
[*"+350~":370 ~ :529
| D-Link AirPlus)remes
|
| |Router DI-624 DWL G650 CardBus DWL G520 PCI
| |4 Port Router l Network adopter B Network adapter
| |* Up 1o 108Mbps @ Up 10 108Mbps* " Up fo 108Mbps*
| |* Aavanced FM * Great for Video & * Great for Video /
& Porentol Confrol g Streaming Steaming
| |+ Ecsy Instatiation * 802.1 191 C l'\{hﬂl)k * 802.11g/b Compatibie
* 802.11g/d compatible * Increasec * Increased Securty

* Increcsed Secutty $ man"ua..w« $
with 802.1X and WPA

with 802.1X & WPA 860

Pre-Owned Products

crr  COMPAQ
Monitor Em

DeskPro EN
17" %63

SFF or Minl Tower

128M P3-933 128M
COR 20G COR

P3-933
20G

P3-667
10G

** Store Hours:
Mon-Fri. 10:00a.m - 9:00p.m.
10:00a.m - 6:00p.m.

Noon -

Gov'T & Corporate
PO’s Accepted
5:00p.m. Resellers are Welcome

Sat.
Sun.

TEL:

www.hubcanada.com

256M
COR

WAREHOUSE OUTLET
7310 Woodbine Avenue
(Woodbine & Denison)

(905) 415-0909 3

FAX: (905) 415-0911 = FAX: (905) 276-5108

I:!itmm 339 Series

X300 128MB DVI TV-Out PCI-X

]
wmwm n;‘cago‘gxzwmlum 14ms l':REE
R s e X items
Case: Mid-Tower (CAS-534) with 400W P/S
w and Mouse Combo m-——n--—-l 2
unnnq 121 2.1 Speakers S: e
FREE: 5 CO Clips Magnetic Organizing SMWQL 2
FREE RF Dino Joystick &
- &R lb
Athlon 64 3200+ AMD 64 3500+
*1549 1649
Diamond 754 Senes &
MB G‘GABYTE Mm VIAKm
RAM: Kingston 2! Athlo«
FO: Sony 1 44h now, Dm. vz
B80GB8 Maxtor E!
e o By 250 s wesoe Ty o - FREE
Optical Drive: LOm“l'Ol‘m!ﬂ ovo/C
Audio: Onboard 6 ronme— | l’ems
'S/2 Keyboard (Picture not exacty as shown)
Optical Mouse
L-'ling 121 2.1 Speakers system
FREE &QCDWM ! §
(Operating System Optional) 3 g
Athion 64 2800+ 3200+ 3700+ °

1 279

-.-._

*909

MISSISSAUGA OUTLET
1590 Dundas St. E.
(Dixie & Dundas)

TEL: (905) 276-9995




Our 17th Year G REY * l E Direcﬂons & Hours
550 Alden Rd., Unit #110 hts North of Steeles Avenue

Markham, Ontario L3R 6A8 % West of Warden Avenue
Telephone: (905) 470-1425 comMPUTER J . Hours: M;v“l:mﬂdw‘ %-m - 6pm
www.greytech.com HARDWARE ® SOFTWARE ® ACCESSORIES  Churday o

POCKET PC’S MP3 PLAYERS 7 ’“""; <

HEWLETTPACKARD Lexar LDP-500 with FM tuner, voice record. and FM '
Ipaq 1710 (zs6mnz, 25mb, Bvetooth) 288 |radio wansmiter 256mbS12ne ... 134%/178%
Ipaq 2210 ooz, 64mb, BuewiF)) . 457% | Creative Labs Muvo X FM 256ms , 122%
Ipaq 2415 (s20mnz, 4mt. BueWiF) . 532% | Creative Labs Muvo Tx FM §12mb . 168%
Ipaq 2750 (s3sunz. 128mb, Bue i) B0B* | Crealive Labs Mo TX FM 1G8 ... 246%
Ipaq 3113 oo s2ne, e - 430 | Creative Labs Moo o st .. 166%
(DG 4700 zues v sy - 680% | Crocve LaDS W G0 0. 241
Ipaq 4700 GPS Kit (eq 470 VG4 usteh | Creative Labs zm Touch 2068 ... 325%
?:::x&%wv Crd:‘xzm 13632” graahu:e tags Zen Touch 40GB ... ;gg:

Bluetoofh : re a Zen 0GB ...
| gﬁs:(evboard Fokding Bluetooth .. 124% Cregtiv: Lab: »Tf m?ﬁ' .. 599
AT730 (s33Vte B4ty 40480 coionr BloeT) 608% SCANNERS
ATI0OW soamesint s40st0 BLews) 726%
PALM COMPUTING

Zire 31 (20008, 16mb, Colows ......... 175%
Zire 72 e 2ure, Cous) ... 316% | 2580 Phow2400xsa00motonzed ... 189% sféﬁm'ﬁmmuw%fam
Zire 72 GPS Kit {mm_mwmwa;s 31;8Prm32mm ............. g;é: CDWnt:rIDolu-:mthm. -
noceiver, car windishiskd holder, chaen) ........... -+ 180 Photo 480068600 ...........c..... nismet "
Tung;an E (12602, 32mb) ......... 234% 14870 Photo4800x9800 ................ S46% mwm MSRANERRIA
Tungsten T5 e 10nt, Bie) 459 4870 PhotoPro4800x9600 .. 728%™ J As sted (#Q57088) . $1129.00]
acer Notebooks INKJET PRINTERS

Print Directly

ML 1520 (15ppnv600dpi) .......... 171% Acer AS1362WLMI-P onDVD’s
ML1740 (17ppm/®00dpi) ............ 243™ » AMD 2800 Semprom processor i . o
ML2250 (22ppmi800dp) ............ 255% * 512mb DOR memory vkl st
ML2251N (lav22ppnve0odpl) ... 436%™ + Microsoft Windows XP Professional @ Prints bordericss photos
CLP500 (colou20/5 ppemd 1200dpd) . 550 + 80gb hard drive, Windows XP Home WEIMI vidue! ink tamks
SAMSUNG Muitifunction « DVD Writer and reader for movies and more 31 1 995

SCX4216F (print, scan, copy. & fax) 458% + 15inch XGA display 1024x768
HEWLETTPACKARD

« 56k modem, 10/100 LAN, Wireless LAN (g) ggg’" Inkjets o

1012 (15ppmy800dpl) ................ 228% ) DVDICD Printer ................
1320 tzzwwmo:m.... vereerine AT3% $1 225 DVD Writer 800 DVDICD Printer ............. 454:

lan/20ppem/ 1. » ) lus 1520 .. PR - '
;iggb:z:apwﬁm;;?] e ggj” Bulital Stylus Photo 123) ... 499%
24200 (28ppm12004p) ............ T32% us Photo 2200 . ........ 878"
2420DN (env28ppav1200dpi) ... 999~ Acer Basic Notebook Ac?rGIaHelCEMnoPC us Photo 4000 ............. 2185%
2430TN (an28ppmv1200dpi) ... 1110% 28Ghz Ceteron-0 . 256mD, 40gd 1 Cerirno, 1GB memory, 80gd
2430DTN (an28ppm/1200dp) .. 1217% e, 1 depley. Mindows T, Voo 3 HP All-In-One

Home, Wirsiess LAN, COWriler « DVD

4250 (43ppm/1200dpi) ............... 1033% AC-2203LCI-XPH ... $890.95 AC-TMC303XMI S247795 I Fax, Scan, Copy & Print
3323?,‘,‘7;‘;3% i s gy }g;‘;g: Acer Centrino Notebook AcerPantium4 Notabook S cotourprating
2550L (colourr2044 ppmi800dp) ... 575% intel 1.6Ghz Centrno, 512mb, g 1) Vg D . 8 B s St s
3500(mr|2¢wvm; . 794" ?v-fm:xc% m‘w&umm
HEWLETT PACKARD Mulifunction AC4O02WLMEXPH . $1440.95 AC-ASTBOSWSMIH _ S2078.95 21omer 31589

3015MFP (print. scan. copy. 8 tax) .. 359%
3020MFP (print, scan, copy, & fax) ..
3030MFP (print, scan, copy, & fax) ..
33B0MFP (print. scan. copy, & fax) ..
4345MFP[pﬂ'll scan, copy, & fax)

Acer Centrino Notebook
el 20Ghz Cenirino, 1024rrd, 1

LEXAR COMPACT FLASH (CF)

256MB 40X Basic Version ................ 59% | 256MB Jumpdrive Spoddx ............
512MB 40X/80X ...........v..rn.. 18%/T9% | 512MB sumpdrive Sportd0x ...........
1024MB 40x80x .. oo 124%131% | 1024MB Jumpdrive Sport 40x
2048MBsoX ......... verreeer 209% | 1024MB Jumpdrive Pro80x ..

EXTERNAL HARD DRIVES

-Tech'sp el havd dnves feature both Firewire
and USB 2 Dinterfaces for both PC and MAC use. The compact, high
quality aluminum design mdstes heat quickly and makes these units
suitable for porta+ble use. Almost sileni operation  They are stackable
and can be daisy chained using the INOUT Firewire ports. Bathinlerface
cables and power adapler included. Alidrives feature 7 200 rpm speeds

120GB with Saagata drive, Bmb cache. 200GB wan Seagate drive 8mb cache
7200 rpm (SGTABNIZOPRO) ............. 189" 7 200 pm (SGT-MNROPRO) ............. 229
160GB with Saagate drive, Bmb cache, 250GB with Seagata dnve drive, 8mbcache,
7,200 rpm (SGT-MINMBOPRO) ............. 209%™ 7,200 pm (BGT-MIN2SOPRO) ..............

Grev-Tech reserves the right 1o wishdraw or change priving, progucts, or services withowt sotice. Greyv-Teck atrumes no responsibility for errors in content or pricing Some items are limired spevicls
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owmre  GREY % TECH
550 Alden Rd., Unit #110

Markham, Ontario L3R 6A8 C O MPUTER |

ax: (905) 470-9556 HARDWARE ® SOFTWARE ® ACCESSORIES

Directions & Hours
5L hu North of Steeles Avenue
1 k West of Warden Avenue

. - Hours: Monday - Friday: 9am - 6pm
Tel ne: (905) 470-1425 Saturday & Sundays: Closed

PROCESSORS OPTICAL DRIVES LCD MONITORS

CRT MONITORS

INTEL PENTIUM 4 PGA Retail Boxed §CD-ROMS + AVIEWSONIC

2.80GhZ (800Mhz, 1mb cache) ... 252%8LG 52X ... ViewSonic }17°g70/e708 ... 164%
3.00Ghz (800Mhz, imb cache) .... 255%§DVD-ROMS VP171B-2 17" E70F /ETOFSB ... 168%/179%
3.20Ghz (800Mhz, tmb cache) ... 310%§LG/Liteon DVD 16X ........ girsemise  WIGPOBES ..ccosovricanmasmumssrissis 318%
INTEL PENTIUM 4 LGA Re!a:l Boxed CDWRITERS @ iow oo L 486%
2.80Ghz (800Mhz, 1mb, P4-520) .. 229% 8 G (GCE-85268)52x32x52 ............ @ oeivies  §217 G220F/G220FB .... 537%/546%
3.00Ghz (800Mhz, 1mb, P4-530) .. 255*§COMBINATION DRIVE Aoy (V00 o §22° P220F/P220FB............... 678%
3.20Ghz (800Mhz, 1mb, P4-540) .. 310%LG (4521)52xCORW, 18XDVDR ..... 54% 343595 22" P225F/P225FB ... 752% | 752
3.40Ghz (800Mhz, 1mb, P4-550) .. 392*fDVDWRITERS SAMSUNG

3.46Ghz (1066Mhz, 2mb, P4-EXT) 1310*§Pioneer (OVR- 109) 16x+/16x-DL . 104% Great price on a LCD gaming display i .. 162%
3.60Ghz (800Mhz, 1mb, P4-560) .. 578%#Pioneer external DVD writer kit VIEWSONIC : —419" 997DF ..... 287%
AMD SEMPRON Retail Boxed DVR-109 drive in aluminum enclosure with 15" VX510 26ms 450-1 3169 ACER

2%(1676&333’&&) 10;: guomwusauugo 1123: 15.VG51OB;5‘0154(-)0'.1“D“\}; """" 17" AC711/AC711B.............. 143%
2600 (1.83Ghz 333Mhz) 11 lextor (PX-716A) 16x+ 8x- ........ . ol e o

AMD ATHLON 64 Retail Boxed Plextor (PX-716SATA) 16x+ 8x- ... 173% 1;. \\5571%8825“4504‘ """""" NETWORKING
3000+ Socket 839(333Mh2) ......... 194°0L G (416388) 16x +/16x-DL. ............. g Y VP‘.|,71B-126;M55?)'01 i

3200+ Socket 939 (333Mhz) ......... 253%4Liteon (16735) 16x+ 16x-DL .......... 85% 810 \VGIOOB 25mee001 . 5339 Linksys

3500+ Socket 939(333Mhz) .......... 348%§Asus (1608P) 16x +/16x-DL ... S gsmenatiny

3800+ Socket 939 (333Mh2) ......... 541%

DVD/CD DUPLICAOR 19" VP912Bglass, 12ms450:1 .... 673%

MOTHERGESE S ko uplo O {21 VP21 {Bsemssnss . 1506%

FORINTELPROCESSORS copies of a DVD or CD. Simple §21"VP231WB 16ms500:1 ....... 2186%

GIGABYTE GABS661FXMwvses 72} fo use. Self Contained. Easy to §SAMSUNG

RS pipe i, g D Dl
-V IMwVideo ... 5 Target unit (#GT-DVDQS57097) 1079%

ASUS p4P800'SE ............. 1 7 Target un?( (#GT-DVDQ56516) 127900

ASUS P4C800-E-DX 9 Target unit (#GT-DVDQ56517) 1619%

ASUS P5P8001GA ............... b
ASUS P5GD1-VM wviseoLGA 138%
ASUS P5GD1wGA ................ 143% ASUS Radeon Series 19" 911025ms600:1 ..vooveennnnns
ASUS P5AD2-DX16aA . ggg%g%lr‘l’rbzw.wmmp ..... BENQ

ASUS PSAD2E-PREMLGA ... 304"’ 128¥* DVI,AGP ... > :
FORAMD PROCESSORS ROBOOSE/TD 128, DVI,AGP ... 15 FPSS7-BS leck & Sher ...
ASUS KB8V-X (athion 64 754) ..... 114%8R9600XT/TD 128* DVI, AGP
ASUS K8V-SE-DX (ation 64 754) . 151%JAX300SE 128, TVOut PCIE ....... 92%
Aggg A8V:gX (Athlon 64 939) ... ;79“ s SOOXthg-_va.Pcm ..... 2$
A ABN-SLI (Athion 64 239) ... 209*JAXB00XTHD 128* TVOW, PCIE 2

ASUS ABN-SLI-DX (amion 64 339)231°FAX700PRO 2568* TvOut, PCIE . 328% DVD /CD MEDIA

HARD DRIVES ¥ POR..

SEAGATE EIDE (PATA) AXB00XT-2DT 256* 20w PCiE 736%
40GB (ST340014A)2mb5years ........ 68% JAX850XT-2HD 256" 20w, PCiE 809% quanity

80GB (ST380011A)2mbSyears ........ 78% PATITECHNOLOGIES .

120GB (ST3120022A)2mbSyears .. 105% §X700 Pro 256*. pvi.PCIE ........ 2508 grreDise DVD Medls -
120GB (ST3120026A)8mbSyears .. 109% §9800 Pro 128% AGP ................ 206% JOVD-R 4x ... S0ma*10%, 200 v 7 2%
160GB (ST31600234)8mb Syears .. 120% X800 Pro 256%. 01, AGP ........ 599 JOVO-R 8x ...... 50 sax °22%, 200 pus *83
200GB (ST3200822A)8mb Syears .. 152% §X800 XL 256%, Vi, PCIE ........... 439% JOVD-R 8x white iniget printable s
250GB (ST3250823A) 8mb Syears .. 184% JAIW X600 Pro 256*Dv1, PCIE .. 304% surface......... 50m 24%, 200 pacx *88
SEAGATE SEMAL (SATA) PPHIRE Ritek DVD Media =
8OGB(SW17AS)8'“D u’T‘ w 600 PfO 128", DVI, PCI DVD-R 4x 50»{:'24 200 pacs *86%
120GB (ST3120827AS)8mb SA 2 TA 116% §9600XT 128% OV1, AGP ... ¥ DVD-R 4x white mkle‘l printable o
160GB (ST3160827AS)8mb u:TA 133% 800 XL 256" DVI, PCIE . surface ........ 50 pacx $25%, 200»& %93
200GB (ST3200626AS)8mb SA2TA 189% DVD-R 8x (05 Dye). 12x speed on Pioneer
250GB (ST325082345)8mb SAJTA 197% 108/109drive ..... 50 pacx 26%, 200 puex *94%

17" 713V2smss00:1 .........
17" 710V 12ms 800:1 0V ...

Save on DVD and
CD media when
you purchase in

300GB (ST300831AS)8mb SAITA 272% HA A DVD-R 8x white inkjet printable
5 UPPAUGE SuUrface ...... 50 omx %27%, 200 pecs #1027 §-
400GB (sT340083245)8mb SA2TA 487 k701 ity G0 EXTERNAL TUNER uss . 100%} gitek CD-R M,f;,; N

See our website for other brands 980 WINTV-PVR 250 REMOTE MPEG2 .

CASES 990 WINTV-PVR 350 REMOTE MPEG2 ... 235%[Ritek 700mb white inkjet printable
surface ... 100 pa *33%, 400 pucx 126

GT-5130 (450watts, USB,CSA) ... QUSRS ELE N \/D/JEWEL CASES

..... PLEXTOR
ANTEC PX-TV402U cowermx usempec2 229% fJewel Case Single Acrylic ........... 29¢

182%Hitek 700mb . 100 e %24%, 400 pocs 291

19" VP191B-28ms600:1 ............. (2" Ry b g
Router

17" 172X 12ms 500:1DMI ...... ... 595%HDIink Wrsless Router D624 (g)
19°910V25ms800:1 ......... rs 582%5RDIink Wieless PCI Card DMLGE20(g) ...
VIDEO CARDS 19”913V 25ms 800:1 ............... 582958 DIink Wireless PCCard DWLGE50(g)

ENVISION Dlink Wreless Access Port DWL-2100AP ()  127%°
409% DllnkWrrebssPCICau mm«m)

38095

15" 510N 18ms450:1 ................. WIRELESS NETWORKING
Dhnk Wireless Router DI-524 (g)

220% 17" FP737-SBD 16msBiackaSiver .. 384% Lgnksysmms&rwns«m
17" FP757-BS12 12msBiackaSiver . 463 ll:mtsys Wireless Router WRTS4GS () . 101%°
19" FP931 Silver & Black .. Ri&’s&swm Kit WKPCS4G (g)

with buiit-in USB Print Server

o L0

Dlink Router 4-port DHGX ................. 56%
Dlink Router 4-port wiLPT Poct Di-704P ... 81%
Dlink Rouer 8-pot wiPT Port DL707P ... 105%
Linksys Roder dpot NRO4T ............. 51%
ADAPTERS
Dlink 10/100 NIC DFE-538-TX (PCJ) ...... 23%
Dlink 10/100 NIC DGE-550T (PCJ) ......... 107%
Dlink 10/100/1000 NIC DGE-530T (PCY) ... 37%
PCMCIA/CARDBUS
Dlink 10/100 NIC DFE-690TXD (Cardbus) . 45%
HUBS & SWITCHES
Dlink Swich 5-pot 10011000 DGS-10050 .. 102%
DIlink Swich 8ot 109001000 DGS 10080 ... 142%
................. 45%
Dlink Switch 8-port 10/100 DSS8+ ........ 65%
Dlink Switch 16-port 10/100 DSS-16+ .... 103%

Dlink Switch 24-pot 10100 DES-10240 . 150%
Linksys Switch 4-port PSUS4

81%

DIlink wireless Media Centre

SONATA (380 watts, USB) .......... ) P-d‘wéso #11%,100..522%,200 »‘40°°m DSM 320
o5 i iims) ..
gtz}gggg?;;migs)e) ...... 4 P OW E R S U P P L l E S e:;d;s?ein?&weg;%o ‘:)28“‘ Experience your digital media like never before
SLK2650BQE (350watts, USB) .... 0CZ Jewel Case Double Acrylic ........... 39¢8 * e s e S you FC o your Hoow
4U Rackmount400watts ............... 272% jModstream 450watts 24pin ...... Packol80.113%, 100723920029 || St Conin. Crames bty over 4
SeeALLourcasesatwww.gaylechcom  jModstream 520 watts 24 pin ... DVD Case single Vinyl .................. 59¢ - Listen 1o Dighat Music on your sterco system
ENERMAX Packof50..#17%, 100.. ¥32%.200.. }58% * Remote controlled TV imterfsce for quick access 10

" . Dual Fan 350watts .................... DVD Case DOUBLE Vinyl ............. 89¢
ek Lt A S NoiseTaker EG375P 370watts ...... 81%¥  Packof50..518%,100..534% 200..%46™

www,greytech,com Noise Taker EG701AXVE 600 watts 175% JDVD Case Single Vinyl (Sims) ........ 59¢

REY-TECH 500watts,CSA ........ 29% ¥ Packof50..$17%,100..532% 200.. $58

your media content

MPEGI/2/4, Xvid, Quicktime, AV1, IPEG,
BMP, PNG, TIFF, GIF, MP3, WAV, WMA

* Supports analog and optical digital

sound

* Supports all popular digital media including

www.hubcanada.com March 2005 - HUB: Digital Living - Toronto Section

All trademarks and trade names are used 1o identify entities claiming the marks and names of their products. Grey-Tech ( ‘omputer Inc. disclaims any interest in rademarks or trade names except its own.
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First Glance

it

We have these.

om— e~ Al
——

r——‘

Let’s be friends.

www.softpocket.ca

700 Bay Street, Toronto, On. M5G 126
416.849.0001
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Dell Optiplex desktops

Dell's recent refresh of its line of corporate desktop PCs keeps with
the unique requirements of business applications. The Optiplex series
is designed for fast deployment, easy diagnosis of problems that may
arise and, thanks to the European Union's increasingly strict environ-
mental guidelines, more eco-friendly disposal when the time comes.
Four LED status indicators allow IT service personnel to quickly diag-
nose 24 possible hardware malfunctions and colour coded release
levers and sockets allow for tool-free switching and upgrading

of components.

By nearing adherence to the
EU’s Reduction of Hazardous
Substances before the July
2006 deadline (which calls
for a reduction in environ-
mental hazards traditionally
associated with electronic
components, including lead,
bromides and mercury), the
Optiplex takes an important
step toward the lead-free
desktop machine, which Dell
says drastically reduces
lead content as compared
with even current generation
machines.

Casio Exilim Zoom additions

Casio may not be the first company that comes to mind when thinking
digital cameras in Canada, however the company has been quietly
rolling out good product all the while.

The latest additions to its Exilim Zoom line are the EX-Z750 and EX-Z57,
two consumer-level digital cameras set to hit retail shelves in April at
estimated prices of $550 and $490 respectively (from US$449.99
and US$399.99).

Both models incorporate a large LCD screen that dominates the back
of the cameras; the EX-Z750 has a 2.5-inch screen where the EX-Z57s
clocks in at 2.7-inches but sacrifices the optical viewfinder found in
the other model. The cameras feature 7.2 and 5.0 megapixel resolu-
tions respectively and boast fast startup, write speeds and picture
preview and negligible shutter lag — at .01 seconds from release to
record, the company says.




wer of divine creativity

“I started my first ever web page 1 year ago. I've had other competitors contact
e ehOStlng Ca me and tried to get me to switch but | would rather fight than switch. After all,

why spoil a good thing? Yes, I'm a happy customer!"

Bob Nix, Sarnia, ON

Win Me Now @ www.ehosting.ca or Call 1.866.738.2077.

Everyone is a winner.

L JiPod Shuff1e¥5100,Cash¥5) ears Hosting§
Signlup:Rlay3and|Win®

5 00+ prizes to be won!
e ehosting.ca Sign Up Now. The Great Prizes are waiting for you!

$3 /month 5 /month 9 /month

Lighter Choice’ FrontPage Giveaway! Free Domain Name!

¥ 30 MB storage v 100 MB storage
v 50 email accounts ¥ Unlimited email accounts
v FrontPage Extension v Scripting Support

v 250 MB storage

v Free MY SQL or MS Access
v Free FrontPage Extension
+ free long distance mins® + free 60 mins phonecards!*

+ free "Win Me" Draw!* + free "Win Me" Draw!"
(a $30 value)

+ free domain!
+ free $30 multiple domains
+ free frontPage extension!* + free "Win Me" Draw

(a total of $60 value) (a total of $95 value)

v The prows are in tanaom

Vit wwaw shoting ca for arther ndes. bl §

vy > ro b e cetan
492 dhorman Cedt imaures mak i bate. “Phone Gk not sved o En

v’ Unlimited data transfer v Host multiple domains in 1 account v UNIX and NT platforms’ v 24/7 tech support

the power of divine creativity | ehosting.ca product showcase ‘i ehosting.ca S%@- maccastore .




Personal Computing

Digitizing your music

One of the perennial challenges of this new digital age is how to get your
old audio favourites into digital format. Perhaps the powers-that-be haven't
decided to release your favourite Foghat album on CD yet. Maybe you've
just got a twenty-year-old audio cassette of your kids singing “Itsy Bitsy
Spider” that you want to use to embarrass them in front of their new hus-
band or wife. Whatever the reason, you want to turn those old memories

into MP3s or CDs

Method 1: Kickin’ it old-school

There are two main ways to get your old audio files into your computer.
The first is to hook the audio source directly to the audio input found on
your sound card. There are sound cards such as the Creative Audigy

Platinum series, each of which has an internal or external box with addi-
tional audio input connectors, including RCA connectors for hooking up
home audio components.
If you have an old-school sound card, all is not lost: most sound cards fea-
ture a 1/8-inch jack for audio input. Typically, what you'll need is an
adapter cable that has a 1/8-inch stereo plug on one end and two RCA con-
nectors on the other, this will allow you to hook directly to components
like a cassette deck, VCR, or other similar component. Many amplifiers

also have RCA connectors with audio outputs, typically marked as some-
thing like “tape rec” (because they're supposedly designed to your con-
nected cassette deck to record from other components); you can often

hijack one of these outputs, allowing you to capture audio from anything
that's connected to your stereo, if it’s close enough to the computer.
Hooking directly to a turntable can be a bit trickier, for a few reasons. The

first big problem is that the signal coming
directly from turntables is very quiet, and
a direct connection into your PC (using
adapters and cables, of course) typically

yields sub-optimal results. The second is
that many turntables require grounding,
and unless you can properly ground the
turntable, that signal — already quiet —
may be overwhelmed by a buzzing noise.
Depending on how dedicated you are to
digitizing your old LPs, you may want to
consider buying a new turntable with its
own built-in preamp, because it should
solve both problems. Radio Shack has a
model for about $150; we used the $180

[
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Sony PS-LX250H. Both of these turntables have a switch under the platter
that allows you to turn pre-amp on, allowing you to record directly into a
PC, or to hook up to a modern amplifier without a Phono input.

After you've gotten your hardware in place and your line levels are set,
you're ready to start recording. If you've ever used the built in Windows
sound recorder, you already realize it’s a piece of crap, so it's time to look
for an alternative.

Before you go buying a new piece of software, check to make sure you
don't already have a better audio recorder pre-loaded onto your system as
part of your audio card's software bundle. Creative often includes a lot of
bonus features in its audio card software bundles, including a sound
recorder and a wave editing application.

There are a number of applications for recording, editing, and cleaning up
audio files, many of which can be found online in free trial-versions at
software sites like download.com or TUCOWS (tucows.com). If you want to
pay for a more professional solution, you can opt for something like Sound
Forge (US$400, www.soundforge.com], but there are plenty of alterna-
tives.

One of the best programs for audio cleanup is Enhanced Audio’s Diamond
Cut series (www.enhancedaudio.com). The entry-level DC Millennium
package is free for ten days, so you can see if you like it, and after that
you can unlock it for US$59 (around $70). Depending on how much you
want to spend, you can get basic models that remove a few limited types
of noise, all the way up to versions that will help you re-sculpt the entire
waveform at a very granular level.

Getting organized
If you're feeling lazy, you can simply capture the album in big chunks: one
side = one big audio file. If you're feeling ambitious, you may want to take

Staying on the level

No matter what type of audio gadget you're trying to connect directly
to your computer, audio input level can be a problem — sometimes it's
too low, sometimes it’'s too high. And for some, the problem will be no
audio at all. The solution to most of these problems lies in your sys-
tem’s volume control.

With most Windows-based PCs, there should be a volume control
application in the bottom right-hand corner of your screen. If you dou-
ble-click it, it should bring up a muilti-bar mixing panel with a list of all
of the active inputs and outputs. You should be able to adjust these
using the slider bar — tap it upwards using the mouse to increase the
volume of an input source, and tap it down if your input source is dis-
torting. If you can't hear your input at all, check to see if its "Mute”
control is checked. If it doesn't even appear on the mixing console, you
may need to add it by clicking the options menu and selecting “proper-
ties". This should bring up a ton of unused volume control options —
look for the one you want and check it to add it to the console.

the larger sound file and break it into smaller chunks, correlating to indi-
vidual tracks.

Once the tracks are all split up and saved into their individual audio files
(either MP3 or WAV), you can then drag them individually into your CD-
burning software, and rearrange them to fit into the proper running order,
or into your own special Editor's Cut of the album.

Method 2: Dedication
Of course, the big downside of the first method of rolling your own CDs

[
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from your old LPs is that it can get pretty time-intensive, bothinterms of ~ components to the PC.

the editing and the setup. Typically there will be recording software for capturing the audio to the PC,
If you want to skip the hassles of figuring out how to hook up your audio and an audio editing application so you can trim your audio tracks to the
equipment to your sound card — or if your computer doesn't actually have  right length and remove things you don't want. If you're picking up a dedi-
any audio inputs — you may want to considera  cated solution aimed at capturing vinyl, you'll also typically get some form
dedicated solution. When you get a product of basic audio restoration, or filters that will help you remove pops, clicks
that's designed specifically to capture audio and other noise associated with old records.

from external sources like turntables and tape  It's true that an all-in-one solution will give you rather basic versions of
decks, you know you're getting a product that  each type of software included, with more limited functionality than you'd
already has all (or most) of the connectors find in professional-level application. Still, they typically do a pretty good
you need to do the job, so you don't have to job, and if you're going through the process strictly to capture the memo-
spend so much time worrying about your con-  ries rather than to provide a pristine digital version, you should be fine with
figuration and whether or not you have all of one of the all-in-one solutions.

the adapters needed to hook up the necessary By Sean Carruthers

8 Cuniai &
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Chewing the Core

The biggest news of late in the Apple world is the ongoing speculation of an
Apple-Sony merger. Could all these mumblings, combined with the pres-
ence of Sony CEO Kunitake Ando appearing at January's Macworld keynote
be the telltale signs of an upcoming more in-depth working relationship
between the two companies?

With Apple stock currently skyrocketing from a strong product lineup and
healthy sales, financial giants Merrill Lynch have gone on record predicting
that an Apple/Sony partnership could form around an iTunes-like online

movie store that would use the new Apple H.264 video compression codec
and stream Sony and Pixar movie content.

Merrill Lynch have also rated Apple stock as a “Buy It” hot stock.

When you do the math, I'm sure Sony wants a piece of Apple — the iPods,
the proven qualities of OSX for video editing. Sony after all is more or less
the king of the DV world, and I'm sure it would love to ditch Windows on its
VAIO computers — remember VAIO stands for “video audio integrated oper-
ation” after all!

I'm sure Apple would also benefit from Sony's audio and video experience
and product development team.

New PowerBooks

On the first of February, Apple made additions to its flagship PowerBook
line. Contrary to the rumour mill, the refresh did not include a jump to G5
processors, however the new machines do contain some impressive new
technologies.

The first is a new patented scrolling track pad. Using two fingers on the
notebook’s track pad instead of one, people can use one finger to scroll
and the other finger to click. There have however been reports on the
Apple technical forums about static causing some interference with these
new pads.

Apple’s other new patent-pending technology is called “sudden motion
sensor.” The PowerBook integrates a tri-axis accelerometer to detect sud-
den changes in speed. If the notebook is dropped, the PowerBook will lock
its hard drive in order to protect data. This is somewhat similar to the
notebook protection feature on IBM's Thinkpad laptops.

Bluetooth 2.0 EDR (enhanced data rate) has also been included in the
new PowerBooks. Blutetooth 2.0 boasts transfer speeds of up to three

times the rate of regular Bluetooth, which saves precious battery life.
=
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PowerBook specs

The 12-inch and 15-inch models now come with a 1.5GHz G4 processor,
and all machines ship standard with 512MB of RAM. The 15-inch units with
the standard superdrive are configured with a 1.67GHz G4 processor and
now come with the backlit keyboard, which is reported to be brighter then
the previous generations.

The mammoth 17-inch PowerBook will now come with a 1.67 GHz G4
processor, 8X superdrive and a huge 100GB hard drive. With the Ati Radeon
128MB video card, these units are now able to drive Apple’s flagship 30-
inch cinema display.

Pricing and further info can be found at www.apple.ca.

Tiger 0S

The Apple World Wide Developers Conference will take place June 6 to 10th
in San Francisco. The 2003 conference was the launching point for the
PowerMac G5s, and this year looks like a solid bet for the release of 0S
10.4 (Tiger). Interested in attending? Tickets are US$1295 if you purchase
before April 22.

Speaking of Tiger, Apple released a developer build 8A369 version of the
next generation 64-bit operating system that still contains several minor
glitches and bugs that need to be ironed out. One of the biggest bugs that
is being addressed is the hiccuping in improperly rendered windows and
incomplete spotlight indexing that can occur when users are upgrading
from 0S 10.2 to 10.4.

iTunes on your cell phone?

It's true. Motorola's RAZR E1060 phone will sport Apple’s iTunes as its
default music client. Motorola noted however that iTunes will not be the

only player supported, and hinted at support for Real Networks RealAudio
as well.

Be careful flaunting that iPod!

Reports have been surfacing for some time about escalated iPod mug-
gings! The portable music players have become such a hot commodity
that thieves have learned to spot the telltale white iPod headphones and
unfortunately do whatever they need to do to acquire the iPods, in some
cases resulting in serious injury. The best advice is to secure your player
with a belt clip and perhaps even use different ear buds. Better safe then
sorry!

While on the topic of security, Apple has released Common Criteria Tools
1.0. The tools are an "internationally approved set of security standards
which provide a clear and reliable evaluation of the security capabilities of
information technology products.”

The Common Criteria has been adopted by 14 nations, allowing users from
other countries to purchase information technology products with the
same level of confidence, since certification is recognized across all com-
plying nations.

Apple has also said that organizations including the United States
government are requiring Common Criteria as a determining factor in pur-
chasing decisions.

Cross platform audio/video conferencing
Just a quick note that the latest version of AOL Instant Messenger will now
work 100 per cent with Apple’s iChat for flawless PC to Mac audio/video

conferencing and chatting.
By Jason Justin

(REPLACEMENT BATTERIE?
Brand New APC Equivalent

RBC2 $19|RBC7 $94

RBC3 $30|RBC8 $79
RBC4 $33|RBC9 $39
RBC5 $39|RBC11 $188

RBC6 $76' RBC12 $188
\ J

APC Smart-UPS 1400VA
Rackmount
Street-Price5899-

Our Price 5289

APC Smart-UPS 2200VA
Rackmount 3U
Street-Price5+299

Our Price $549

1 YEAR WARRANTY

ON ALL REFURBISHED UPS SYSTEMS- Up to 80% savings from new.

Brand New Batteries Installed!!!

APC Back-UPS Pro 420VA
e

Our Price 549

APC Back-UPS Pro 280VA
Street-Pree485

Our Price $35

APC Smart-UPS 1000VA
At

Our Price 5169

APC Smart-UPS 1400VA
et e
Our Price $239

WHY UPSforLESS?

- Canada's Largest Refurbished
UPS supplier.

- Government & Educational
P.O.'s welcome.

- Reseller Discount Programs.

- Trade-ins welcome.

- We purchase old UPS systems

ArC

Legendary Reliability*

OVER 3000 UPS UNITS
& BATTERIES IN STOCK

280VA - 5000VA

visa

UPS FORLESS

experts in uninterruptible power supplies
www.upsforless.com
TOLL FREE (866) 577-3628

on all UPS purchases
over $100
(Valid to 03/31/05)

7880 Woodbine Ave. UnitD
(Just south of HWY 407)
Markham, On

Tel: (905) 477-9315
sales@upsforless.com
Monday - Friday: 9 -5
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Personal Computing

Students blog to learn

A York University professor’s innovative use of blogging in the classroom
is leading to some surprising discoveries about learning and student
motivation.

Nadine Wettlaufer asked students in her fourth-year Cultural Theory
through New Media course to submit regular web log entries, accounting
for 25 per cent of their final grade. In their blogs, students were encour-
aged to reflect on assigned readings and in-class discussion as a way of
becoming more engaged with the material.

“It's a way to make students write short musings week to week. It gives
me a feel for whether students understand that week's lesson and how
they're feeling,” says Wettlaufer.

That much, she was expecting. But she didn’t anticipate the impact assign-

ing blogs would have on her students’ motivation.

“Students will sometimes do extra blogs, spontaneously, because they
can. It's sort of an unexpected bonus that people are that invested in it,”
says Wettlaufer.

Student Ehsan Akbari speculates that his fellow students invest in blogs
because they're a good way to personalize lessons and make them
more meaningful.

“A [term] paper is more about proving your point. But blogging lets you
say, ‘This is what this theorist says and this is how it affects my life." It
makes me complete my thoughts and helps me focus my thinking,”

he explains.

Indeed, the combination of personal musings in a public space seems to
be a powerful motivator.

Wettlaufer finds students will often visit each other’s blogs. “They do get
quite involved in looking at each other’s stuff and there’s a good-natured

rivalry,” she says.
Student Liz Kerrison says checking out each other’s work can also give
greater insight.
“Even if there is a class discussion, not every student contributes so it is
interesting to note their opinions through the exploration of their work,”
says Kerrison.
This is not the first time York professors have used blogs in the classroom,
but Wettlaufer believes this may be the first time blogs have been
assigned in a theoretical course. She says that prior to her course, profes-
sors have used them in lower level technical courses to give students
something to create web pages about.
While her experience with blogs has been good, Wettlaufer still insists that
her students write a term paper — on paper. She’s discovered they make
fewer mistakes in spelling and grammar when they hand in something on
paper.
“| don't know what it is, but you do have to reinforce that even though it is
blogging and online, | still expect students to use sentence structure prop-
erly and to use spell check,” says Wettlaufer.
And she cautions that blogs have their limits as a teaching tool.
“It's a very trendy topic. | wouldn't suggest everyone go out and use it.
Clearly you have to support it technologically, and as an instructor one
would have to be familiar with blogging,” she says. “People should not feel
pressured to work outside their comfort zone.”

By Sharon Oosthoek

Excerpt from a student’s blog:

Am | a cyborg? | have glasses. | have piercings; | have metal on me,
through me. Around me. | communicate more with phones, computers,
internet, signals, radio waves, webcams and images than | do through just
hands and mouth...

Internet Telephony

Use your high speed Internet
connection to make telephone calls ™

» Eliminate long distance charges between
most major Canadian cities

) Free calls between Inter.net VolIP Users

Save on your long distance calls

Israel 6¢ / min | ltaly 5¢ / min
Hong Kong 5¢ / min | USA 4¢ / min

Plans starting

from only $1095'

Y High Speed Internet Y)Y

» Unlimited bandwidth

> No activation charge

§2995"

www.ca.inter.net/hub
1 800 920-SURF (7873)

* VolP plans starting from only $10.95. See our website for all details lnter. net
High Speed Internet: $29.95 per month, taxes are extra. Connect the dot
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Computers
416-410-5481 B www.hbtmcun
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Advgnce 503 $879

The Ultimate Power Supplies!

Technology

ModStream Power Supply: = PowerStream Power Supply:

e T e e R o g

* Run Cooler: ultra quiet 120mm fan
with blue LED's
mumuwm

u <&

MAR K HAM
505 Hood Road, Unit 13
Markham, ON L3R 5V6
TEL: 905.305.0656
FAX: 905.305.6807
Mon-Fri 10:00-7:30
Sat 10:00-5:00

www.hubcanada.com

MISSISSAUGA
400 Matheson Bivd. E., #6
Mississauga, ON L4Z 1N8
TELS 905.507.3110
FAX: 905.507.8141
Mon-Fri 10:00-7:30
Sat 10:00-5:00

TO R O NT 0
132 Dundas Street West
Toronto, ON M5G 1C3
TEL: 416.341.9900
FAX: 416.341.9902
Mon-Fri 10:00-7:30
Sat 10:00-5:00
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SAVE 35-45% OFF

THE ORIGINAL LISTED PRICE

Why buy a clone when you can buy a
New Open Box DELL For Less

DELL

Great Quality
Better Service & Support
Amazing Value

All Units .' Re-Certified

All Units Come With The Remaining ORIGINAL DELL WARRANTY.

Hundreds Of Models Available Online @ www.AlliedTek.com.

905—482—9691

[ B

e: 36%
Only $488.29)0

Dell Dimension
Intel P4 2 8Ghz/512MB
VD-R

Wotd Perfect+XP Home

P T

Save: 36% O
$747.88

80GB/D' OM/DVD+RW
15" E153FP Flat Panei+Spk

g $1,5

Save: 36% 0
Only $965.60

Dell Dimension 4600

Intel P4 3.2Ghz HT/512MB

80GB/16X DVD/48X CDRW

17" Flat Panel + kers

SB Live 24-bit + XP Home
Warmn Ends - 9/10/07

n 8400
Intel P4 3. AGhz HT/512MB
250GB/CORW/DVD+/-RW
20" Wide Digital Flat Panel
TV Tumer/XP Media
Ends - 11/30[05

Warranty Ends - 11/29/08

Warra

——_ Regufar
Price” $1,
Save: 36% Off

Only $1,123.46
Dell Latitude D600
Intel PentiumM1.5Ghz/14.1"
512MB/40GB/CDRW+DVD
Wireless Lan/NIC/56K Mdm
Microsoft XP Professinoal
Warranty Ends - 10/11/07

‘(vw—'
§ San ”%Oﬂ

Dell iplex G ?01 )
U
Intel P4 2.6Ghz w/HT
256MB/40GB 7200RPM
CDROM/Flo|

Profess»onal

Windows
Warranty Ends - 1/27/07

Pree $1,8

=2

SAPRTTIY " MMM

<

""' a
7= Only 31 411.50
Dell Inspiron 8600
Intel Pentium M 1.6Ghz
15.4" WSXGA/512MB/80GB
DVD+RW/Wi ase
Network/56K Modem/XP
Warranty Ends - 10/27/07

Hwy 400 / Hwy 7
346 Millway Ave, Unit 10
Concord, Ontario

Only s1 179.71
Dell Inspiron 700M

Intel Pentium M 1.6Ghz
12.1" WXGA/512MB/30GB
DVD+RW/Wireless/Case
Network/56K Modem/XP
Warranty Ends - 10/7/07

Warranty Ends - 12/17/05

lliedTek

*Open box products are returned units from Dell customers who have
decided not to proceed with their purchase. All open box products go
through a stringent visual and technical certification process to ensure
their quality. Dell Open box products provide exceptional savings as
well as value added features such as Dell's standard faclory 3 year
warranty and Microsoft software.

hS“Of%:OU{:sriid ) You can also purchase extended warranties up o 5 years (including Tel 905‘482'9691 :
O C00p ey e et Ceencreey Toll Free: 877-808-8352 [y

416-321-1811/416-893-1438

WWW.REALPC.CA 4236 ShepfardE Unit G1(M1S 201;
LNJEQ@BEALPC;(A Shepard Mldland(DynastyCenter

year parts depot warrantxl (Extend Warranty Available.)

Real P

All systems carry 2 years labor & 1

No.1 Specnal $288 [INTELP4C2.4G $318 |AMD SP 2600+ $359 INTELP42.4G $409 Back School $556 ‘
MD Sempron 2400+ INTEL P4 Celeron2.4G/D* |AMD SEMPRON 2600+ * INTEL P4 2.4G /1MB CPU* INTEL P4 3G/800/1M/HT CPU *
srock K7S41GX(w/AGP) |ASUS P4SP-MX(w/AGP) ASUS A7V400-MX (w/AGP) ASUS P4SP-MX(w/AGP) ASUS P4S800-MX(w/AGP)
%56MB DDR 333 RAM 256MB DDR 333 RAM 256MB DDR 333 RAM** 256MB DDR 333 RAM 512MB DDR RAM

4M Integrated Graphics 4M Integrated Graphics 64M ASUS Integrated Video 64M ASUS Integrated Video** SIS REAL 256E GRAPHICS O/B |
\Integrated Sound/Lan Integrated Sound / Lan Integrated Sound /Lan Integrated Sound / Lan Integrated 6 Ch Sound / Lan ‘
40GB/7200 HDD * 0GB/7200 HDD 80GB/7200 HDD 80GB/7200 HDD 80GB /7200 HDD **

[Samsung 52x32x52 CDRW |Samsung 52X32X52 CDRW ** |LG 52X32X52CDRW&16XDVD |LG 52XCDRW&16XDVD ROM | Sony 16XDVD+/-RW Dual Layer

IATX 350W Front USB Case [ATX 350W Front USB Case ATX 350W Front USB Case ATX 350W Front USB Case ATX 350W Front USB Case/Spks

Free Mouse,Keyboard, Speakers Free Opt. Mouse, Internet Kybd

[Free Mouse, Keyboard, SPK Free Mouse Keyboard,Speaker Free Mouse, Kegboard.Speaker

INTEL P4-520 2.8G/64bit CPU*
ASUS P5GD1-VM (w/PCIEX)
|512MB DDR 3200 RAM **

Intel Graphics Acc. 900 0/B
Realtek 8 Ch Sound O/B /Lan
W.D. 160GB/7200/8M HDD
| Sony 16XDVD+RW DualLayer
(420W FT USB Case /Spks

| Free MutiMedia KB,Optical MS
'To INTEL P4-530 3G/64 +$32

AMD Athlon 64 2800 CPU*
ASUS K8V-X K8T800

512MB DDR 3200 RAM **

ATI Radeon 9250 128M
Integrated 6 Ch Sound / GBLan
W.D. 160GB/7200/8M HDD
Sony 16XDVD+RW DualLayer
420W FT USB Case /SubW Spks

INTEL P4 3.2G E-800 CPU
ASUS P4P800S-X(FSB800) *
512M DDR 3200 RAM

ATl Radeon 9250 128M**
Integrated 6 Ch Sound / Lan
W.D. 160GB/7200/8M HDD
Sony 16XDVD+RWDualLayer
420W FT USB Case /SubW Spks
Free MutiMedia KB,Optical MS

Free MutiMedia KB,Optical MS
*T0:64-3000/3200  +$25/87

*To: ASUS P4PB00-E-DELUXE +$59

[*To:80G/7200rpm +$10 4 C2.6G/2.8G +$19/$45 ‘To: AMD SEMPRON 2800+ +§29 | * To:INTEL P4 2.8G/1M +344 To ,,.,,m 326/800/1WHT +849
Add 56K FAXMODEM _ +812 'AadSONY16XDVDROM +$26 | "To:ATIR9250128MB  +$55 | ** To:512M DDR RAM +340 M/72 +$39
BEST BUY $629/GOLDENVALUE $619[PERFORMANCE $708/PLATINUM $919 SUPER DIAMOND $939

AMD Athlon 64-3000/ 939 CPU*
ASUS A8V-E DELUX

1024M DDR 3200 RAM

ATI X600PRO 256M DDR PCIEX
Onboard 8Ch Sound / GB Lan
W.D. SATA 160GB/7200/8M HDD
Sony 16XDVD+RWDuallLayer
420W FRONT USB CASE

Free Logi. KB&Opt. Mouse Comba

*To: AMD 64-3200/3500 +352/+8145|

INTEL P4-530 3.0G 64bit CPU
ASUS P5GD1 LGA775
Kingston 1024M Dual Channel 3200
AT| X600pro PCIEX 256M DDR
Hi-Definition Audio 8 Ch. CODEC
Marvell Gigabit LAN Controller
W.D.SATA 160GB/7200rpm/8M HDD |
Sony 16XDVD+RW Dual-layer
420W FRONT USB Case

Free Logi KB& Opt Mouse Combo

{**To:1024M DDR 3200 +$80 | **To:1024M DDR 329077{378 *To: ATl Radeon OGOOXT 256M ‘S‘ZB "*To: ASUS ABN- SLI DELUXE +845 Y? INTELP4-5403.2G  +853
FLATCRT/LCD HDD/CDROM/DVD/CDRW S pec i a I s 1 NOTEBOO K

[ it SPECIILLL RePnian ™ O S’ Oy $1830ll

fewSonic OSHIBA A70-SC1

|LG 1510S 15" LCD $270/80G/120G/160G{SATA)  $87/108/115 | 'c’f:gwms?)’"‘eg'“%“ 33% Celeron 2.6G/40GB/256MBISTFY NTEL P4 3.33GHz
ILGL1710S17"LCD _ $318|SONY 52XCOROM 17 Logitech Access Duo Com CDRW+DVD/M/L/w/XP HOME 512M/40G HDD
SAMSUNGT1OV 7°LCD. $321 Egrg OOVDRON 2 fggm’gsgfm"égﬁesfu'gg’g%’*" :gg TOSHIBA Satellite A70-DD1 $1199 15 WXGA/WLAN/LAN.
SAMSUNG 710N 17"LCD  $348 |SONY 16XDVD+/-RW 75 Macaffee 2005 V9.0 CELE D335/40GB/512MB/15.4WXGA CDRW+DVD/MODEM |

LG 1910S 18" LCD '$499 |PIONNER 108D 16XDVD+-RW ___$99 Wirless Headphone w/FM Radio Lg CDRW+DVD/M/Liw/Li-lon/XP HOME _ Microsoft Windows XP HOME
All prices are already 4% discounted for cash.Other form of payment are on reqular prices. Prices and availability are subject to o change without nofice.

www.hubcanada.com
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shoponnme WW.eSKYNET.COM Online Custom Design

@ www.eskynet.co
p+ AMD3000 INTEL 3.0 SE _INTEL 3.2 XT p3 AMD3500+

LI AMD ATHLON 64 3000+ | | lntel Pentiom 4 3.066Mx Amwn AMD 64 3500+ (939 pins) |
Benq 17 LD FPT67-16ms 1200x1024 | | with LG 17" LCD 1280x1024 Monitor -mrmmmmlnn | | With L& 17" LCD 12801024 Monitor |
with AMDS4 Original Retail Fan & Cooler  intel New Hyper-Threading Technology memmm With AMDSA Original Retall Fan & Cooler
ASUS KBV-X AMDGA AGPSX Motherboard | ASUS PSGD1-VM 19156 PCI-E Malnboard | | Genuine Intel DS15GAVL PCH-E Mainboard | * ASUS ASY-E Deluxs PCI-X Motherboard |

512M8 PC3200 DDR400 Memory 512MB PC3200 DORAOO Memory | OCZ 168 Dual Channel Premier DORA0O | | 0CZ 168 Dual Channe! Premier DOR40O
WD 80GB ATA 7200rpm Smb cache HOD | WD 16068 Serial-ATA 7200rpm HDD | WD 20068 Serial-ATA 7200rpm HDD WD 200GB Serial-ATA 7200pm HDD |
ATI Radeon S250SE 128M8 DVI TV-0UT | A7) Radeon X300SE 128MB PCI-EX | ATI Radeon X600-XT 256MB PCI-EX ASUS GEFORCE PCX6600 256M8 VIDED
| LG DVD Writer 16X DVD R/W Drive (4163) | | L& DVD Writer 16X DVD+R/W Drive (4163) | LG DVD Writer 16X DVD+R/W Drive (4163)| | LG DVD Writer 16X DVD:R/W Drive (4163) |
On-Board 30 6-Channel Sound On-Board High Definition Audio 8-channel  On-Board High Definition Audie 8-channel  On-Board 8-Channel Audio + 1394 Port

|06 2.1 Sub-Woofer Speakers System 06 2.1 Sub-Wooler Speakers System | | 06 2.1 Sub-Woofer Speakers Sysiem | | 06 2.1 Sub-Woofer Speakers System ‘
| 100/1000 Gigabit LAN Network Controller  intel 10/100 Network Card On-Board | Intel 10/100 Network Card on-beard 100/1000 Gigabit LAN Network Controlier
167 Front USB Tower Case 350W Powsr | 16" Front USB Tower Case 350W Power | | Nikao Black Tower Case 350W Power Aopen Case + Thermaitake 420W Power |

Optical Wheel Mouse USS & Optical Wheel Mouse USS & Microsoft Optical Whee! Mouse & Microsoft Optical Wheel Mouse &
Deluxe Multimedia Internet Keyboard Deluxe Multimedia Internet Keyboard Microsoft Multimedia Internst Keyboard Micreseft Multimedia Internet Keyboard
1.44MB Panasonic Floppy Drive 1.A4MB Panasonic Fleppy Drive | 1.44M8 Panasonic Floppy Drive 1.44M8 Panasonic Fleppy Drive

1A 5999 E241119 1A°1489 18°1639

laqlrul ~$679 without Monitor| | _* §819 without the LCD Monitor | | * $1189 without the 17” LCD Monitor| | * $1339 without the LCD Monitor |

3-Yr Parts Warranty on CPU, Motherboard, HDD & Monitor; 1-Yr Warranty on other parts 3YR
En)oymemMatws

Microsoft Windows - XP Home $119 or XP Pro $179 WARRANTY
: : LCD CASH SALE [T YT R
Windows XP Media Centre 2005 16 177 117105 e $319
Easily enjoy and share digital photos, music, movies, Samsung 177 710N $349 |Ivdravlolairr I RL
TV,andmorebyusmg;ustoneremoteootrol ] Samsung 19" 913V $519 |EVPN T el $139
. N . U RVER L[ YRS VYL Rl | WD 160GB SATA ~ § 119
WmTV_PVR(h : WD200GB SATA  §145

MCE S"E 16X DVD WRITER Maxtor 200GB ATA133
. NEC 3520A DVDRW K4 Bl | "/16MB cache $139
Windows XP Media Centre 2005

CD and MS Remote Control LG 16X 4163B DVDRW $ 86 ‘D:la‘xtsarazﬁ: SQrial-AsTgo9
LA B LT E R Pioneer 16X DVR-109 $106

T Tl Plextor 16X 7160 $149 (RN
Personal Video Recorder Support Double Layer. Free Software kw ¥
PCI TV + Video Encoder Kit

§ 170 or $169 with system purchase WWW.€SKYNET.COM

Leadtek WinFast PVR2000 Y,
Personal Video Recorder - Broadcqsf & ”5‘51 mn
PCI TV + Video Encoder Kit + FM Radio Fux.905.943.4318

$ 140 or $139 with system purchase | Bl /M 113
+ Voice Recorder

[ Toshiba Acer Sony v
Notebook On Sule

SONLINES

nmm:u.a nz :lb:n WACOM GRAPHIRE3 4"X5" $105

p Sobosks WACOM GRAPHIRE3 6"X8" $199
Please check our prices online 1!

WWW. e&vun coMm WACOM INTUDS3  4"X5" $240
\__Prces keep changing fower). please check our web st ko most s prices. _/ \  WACOM INTUOS3  6"X8" § 359 )

Cash or Irterac. Tax ex¥a. Prices are aready 3% cash dscounted. No Refund. Prices are subject 10 change Prices keep changing (lower), please check our web site for most updated prices.

Email: shop@eskynet.com

Store Hours:
wacox IR 11am  to8pm
Wacom pen tablets are the fastest, Saturday  11am to 6pm
most comfortable way Sunday 12 noon to 5pm
to work with your computer. 3255 Hwy. 7 East, Unit 62,
Markham, L3R3P9

Woodbine Ave.
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Wireless

CANADIAN
WEB HOSTING

T aanadianw ostind
Spami&WVirusiEmailiFilters
30 day Money/BackiGuarantee
All'Priceslin[Canadian Dollars

Site Builder Creation Tool

BASIC PLAN

> Cpanel Control Panel
> 100 Meg storage
> 5 GB transfer/month
» 10 Email Accounts

| » 5MySQL

Taxes included “9

/month

STARTER PLAN
\_/

| » CPanel Control Panel
> 500 Meg storage

| » 20 GB transfer/month
» Unlimited Email Accounts
» Unlimited MySQL

Taxes included ‘9 os

/month

POWER PLAN

» CPanel Control Panel

> 1000 Meg storage

> 40 GB transfer/month

» Unlimited Email Accounts
» Dedicated IP Address

» Unlimited MySQL

Taxes inciuded s‘ c gs

month

WINDOWS PLAN
\_/

» HELM Control Panel
> 500 Meg storage

» 20 GB transfer/month
» 10 Email Accounts

> DSN/MSSQL Server
> ASP/ASP.NET

Taxes included us ss

‘month

* All packages have
no setup fee and are
based on Yearly Plan.

G\

CANADIAN WEB HOSTING
CANADA

Toll Free
1 . 888 821 - 7888

gadget geeks.

Educational Toys

MicroscopesTele“"pes

Experiment
Kits

Magnets

Lab Equipment
Health & Biomedical

EfstonScience

3350 Dufferin St., Toronto, just south of Hwy. 401
(416) 787-4581 (888) 777-5255 www.eScience.ca

Don't miss the best deals of the year on over-stocked, discontinued & demo items!

Canuck kids surf the wireless wave

It wasn't that long ago that mobile phones were a luxury,
owned only by important business people and deep-pocketed

Now it seems like everyone has one, from your grandma to the
kid who delivers your paper.

In fact, Just under half of our population has a cell phone, and
the biggest and quickest growing demographic is young people.
A Trendscan study conducted in 2004 found that 52 per cent of
all Canadian youths have their own mobile phones.

Why do so many kids feel the need to be wirelessly connected?
According to Colleen McClure, director of marketing for Motorola
Canada, “It's no big secret: kids want to fit in and have what their
friends have. And their friends have cell phones.”

But it goes a bit deeper than that. Patrick Hadsipantelis, direc-
tor of marketing for Fido Canada, says that his company has
researched the needs of young Canadian cell phone users, and
like everyone else kids just want a convenient way to communi-
cate with the people in their lives. “Based on feedback from our
Youth Advisory Board, youth want to stay in touch with friends
and family,” Hadsipantelis says.

Kids can't get a cell phone just because they want one.
Wireless service providers require that customers be at least 18
years old to sign a contract, which means parents need to give
their permission. As it turns out, the issue of
: parental consent usually isn't a problem;

o okin O Moms and Dads are not only signing wireless
L service contracts for their kids,

but in many cases it’s also
their idea.

“In an era where personal
safety is an issue for every-
one, mobile phones are
viewed as a precautionary
safety measure by parents
around the world,” says
Cherie Gary, a spokesperson
for Sony Ericsson North
America. Mobile phones pro-
vide a means to keep track of
your children. Wondering why
your 16-year-old daughter
isn't home from the dance
yet? Just give her a call.

Cell phones also let kids
contact their parents in the
case of an emergency.
Toronto father Sandy Sullivan
once received a call while at
work from his eleven-year-old
daughter who had been sepa-
rated from her friend's family
in a neighbourhood shopping
mall. “I found the cell phone
number of her friend’s mom
and managed to get them all
back together again,” says
Sullivan. “Probably nothing

€ 3

www.hubcanada.com



--Want Deal? Check Our Web Deal Everyday--

Pc Vi“age www.pcvillagecanada.com

SUPER SPECIAL BEST DEAL 9 DIAMOND SYSTEM
INTEL P4 CELERON 2.4G CPU ;g INTEL P4-24G CPU ’f INTEL P4 3.0G CPU 99
P4 B, 256 MB DDR ’5 P4 MB, 256 MB DR ASUS PASB00 MB, 256M DOR
40GB 7200RPM HDD 40GB 7200RPM HDD 80GB 7200RPM HOD, 1.4 FLOPPY

52X32X52 CD-RW, 1.44 FLOPPY DRIVE
32M AGP VIDEO CARD(SHARED)

52X32x52 CD_RW, 10100 NETWORK CARD
mmmcmm

*ALL SYSTEMS WITH FIVE YEARS LABOUR & ONE YEAR PARTS WARRANTY *

AMD 64BIT SYSTEM MONTHLY SPECIAL MAGMA SYSTEM
AMD 64BIT ATHLON 3000+ CPU 47 AMD ATHLONG4BIT 2800+ CPU $159 INTEL P4 530/3.0GHZ CPU(LGA 775) 446

ASUS K8V-X MB 9 PQI 512MB DDR40O(LIFE TIME) $79  ASUS PSP800 MB 4
PQI 512MB DDR400 § KINGSTON 512MB DDR400 $86  OCZ 512 MB DDR400
80GB 7200RPM HDD, 1.4 FLOPPY OCZ 1GB DUAL CHANNEL(512MX2) $199 120GB 7200RPM HDD, 1.4 FLOPPY

17" BENQ 757 LCD (AFTER $50 RE) $269 BENQ 1620 DV
SAMSUNG 17" 710N(12MS) LCD $349
SAMSUNG 193S (LIMITED QUANTITY) $499
SAMSUNG 19" 915N(8MS) LCD $569
BENQ 1620 DVD+/-RW DUAL LAYER $69
SAMSUNG 40GB 7200RPM HDD $53
SA.SWG 1520 LASER PRINTER $149

FRICE AN - ASH DISCOUN ) A UBJECT 1O CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE *

Hard Drive Video Card Mainboard Ethernet Printer

ATIALL-IN-W 128M RS800 P $309
ATI R7000 64M PCI (O) -]
ATI R8250 128M(0) 356
ATI RS550 256M(0) $102
ATI R9600 PRO 128M(0)  $121
ATI R9600 PRO 256M (0)  $137
ATI RS600 XT 256M(0) $189
ATI RS800 PRO 128M(0)
ATI R8800 PRO 256M(0)
ATI X800 PRO 256M(0)

80G8 LI

120GB (B8M) $106 $115
160GB (8M) $121 $138
200GB (8M) $149

LIFEBOOK SERIAL NOTEBOOK
C2310A $1570 S2020A4 $1566
C23108 $1730 S202084 $1710
C2310C $1971 S2020C4 $1830

17"170NLCD  $329 19"910VLCD $519 15" FPSS7S LCD (AFTER $100 REBATE)$185
Amu m ATVS00-X rn 17°710VLCD  $329 19"913VLCD $519 17" FP737-DLCD (AFTER $50 REBATE) $289
P4PBO0SE  $112 ATNBX-X $76 17"713VLCD  $329 19" 193SLCD $499 17 FP757-16 LCD (AFTER $50 REBATE) $269

P4PB0OS-X 383 ATNSX-VIMMO00 $99 17° 710T LCD $479 19" 91SNLCD $569 17" FP767-16 LCD (AFTER $50 REBATE) $279 C2320 $2210 S6231A $1722
P4PSO0-EDX $138 ATNSX-EDX $108 17" 711T LCD $465 19" 910TLCD $599 17" FPT1G LCD $349 23304 $1705 S62318  $2174
P4C800-E DX $214 A7VE80 $80 177 173TLCD  $399 19" 193PLCD $755 17" FPT1G+LCD $429 23308 $1879 S7010C3 $2463
PSGD1 $129 ASVDX $188 17~ 172xLCD $559 19° 192MP LCD $799 17" FP791LCD  (AFTER $50 REBATE) $349 (330c $2289 P7010A2 $2003
PSGDC-VDX $187 ASN-SLIDX  $217 47~ 710N LCD $349 21" 213TLCD $1099 19" FP931 LCD (AFTER $50 REBATE) $419 0104 $2052 P7010DA2$2003
PSGD2 $167 KBV-X $101 47 g473PLCD $655 327 323TLCD $3375 19" FP937 LCD (AFTER $50 REBATE) m N60108 $2223 P701082 $2405
PSGD2DX  $212 KSVSEDX  $138 (7~ q7apmw i CcD $786 40" 403TLCD $5258 19" FP981 LCD N6010C $2805 P7010DB2$2405
PSAD2-E Prem$281 KBN-E DX $182 17+ 793DF WHITE $129 19" 955DF CRT $239 19" FP992 LCD 8“2 ALL PRICE WITH XP HOME
P5P800 $114  KaV-MX $106 17+ 793DF SILVERS155 19" 99DF CRT $255 20" FP2091 LCD $996 XP PRO WILL BE$120 MORE

www.hubcanada.com March 2005 - HUB: Digital Living - Toronto Section TO29



Wireless

S
Secttll?ity

www.sunsecurity.ca

Wholesale Price,
Dealer Welcomed.

Dome Camera
starts from $55
-

Pinhole Color Camera
Starts from $65

DVR Board 4 Channel
Starts from $60

Free To Air Satellite Receiver
Starts from $135

LCD Monitor 26" ..51530

LCD Monitor 30" .. .$1890

Tel: 416-321-0188

2351 Kennedy Road Unit
118Scarborough, Ontario

would have happened to her, but that one call made
me feel as though I'd made the right decision when |
got her the phone.”

While kids and their parents may agree on the
security benefits of a cell phone, they don’t always
see eye-to-eye when it comes to shopping for one.
Youth are driven by phone styles and features,
including removable skins and the ability to play
games, while parents tend to be satisfied so long as
their children have a working, reliable phone.

Hadsipantelis also notes that conflicts tend to
come up between parents and their kids over what
he calls their “wireless allowance”. Many parents
pay the phone bills, so they try to restrict the
amount of time that kids spend using their cell
phones.

One way around the wireless allowance issue is to
shop wisely for a service plan. Some Canadian serv-
ice providers have begun marketing family packages
that allow members of the same family an unlimited
number of calls to each other. (See sidebar.)

While most phones and service plans are still pri-
marily targeted at adult users, the wireless industry
is beginning to pay keen attention to today's youth
market. “Motorola is very intrigued by, excited with
and respectful of the youth market,” says McClure.
“They are forward-thinking, fast-paced, educated
customers who crave both quality and fun — as long
as it's cool.”

By Chad Sapieha

The Motorola V551m Much Music Edition is great for kids who
like music, allowing them to download exclusive Much Music

content including screen savers and ringtones.
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First Glance ‘

V.Smile Pocket

This Fall, VTech will be following up its V.Smile TV Learning System (an edu-
tainment-oriented videogame console for young'uns not quite ready to
handle an Xbox, GameCube or PS2) with a portable companion, the V.Smile
Pocket.

The battery-operated handheld has a 320x240 LCD display and large but-
tons specially designed for kids aged four to eight. In addition to being an
“on-the-go" device, it can also connect to the television.

The V.Smile Pocket plays all of the V.Smile’s proprietary “smartridge” game
paks, which teach aspects of either language, math or science using popu-
lar characters like the Care Bears, Winnie the Pooh and Blues Clues.
Upcoming smartridge releases are set to include Dora the Explorer,

Sesame Street, SpongeBob
SquarePants and Finding
Nemo, which will bring the
smartridge library up to
around 30. The V.Smile
Pocket is expected to cost
around $110 (from
US$89.99).

Visit www.vtechkids.com
for more information.

$532/3525
5389

i g
19"ACER AL19138 MAIN BOARD

-, rent Matters
157Ben FPS4/FP 587 Taier $106 rewaie) ~ Stowsaos| | KRLEE L x

KEIT 2022 Sheppard Ave. East x_} Finch Ave.E , o
WWW"S(EI”COMPUTER'COM ~ Tel: (416) 493-3300 % e |2
Email: Sales@keitcomputer.com Fax: (416) 493-3308 : - s
& Mon-Fri: 10:30-19:00 o= By
24 hours Web Business COMPUTER Sagsun: 101600 & | Shoppard A ET 3
(% : %)
(‘Intel Celeron 2.06Hz $269 \(HOT PICK  $509 ([ *Special of the Month New Release $69§
Intel P4 2 46Hz 359 || intel Pentium4 3.0GHZA|Pentium4 3.0 E Ghz Intel P4 530 3.0E L775
P4 all-in-one Mainboard ASUS P4S800 M/B ASUS P4P800-MX § ASUS PSGD1-VM M/B (775 Socket)
128MB DDR RAM .1 || 256M DDR 400 RAM 256MB DDR400 512MB Dual Channel DDR400
Real 3D Graphic 64MB VGA | @ ATI Radeon 7000 64M | 80GB 7200rpm 8MB SATA 120GB 7200rpm 8M
40GB 7200rpm HDD 4 80GB 7200rpm HDD 16x DVD+/- Rewriter 16x DVD+/- Rewriter
52x CDROM §2332x52 CD-RW ATX USB CASE 6-Channel Audio /Gigabit LAN
5.1 Channel Sound; LAN 6-Channel Audio &10/100 LAN 6-Channel Audio /Gigabit LA ATX 350W USB CASE
ATX 350W CASE ATX 350W USB CASE Keyboard& Optical Mouse c’.'"‘" “““.'l."“"
FREEKeyboard, Mouse&Speakers || Keyboard,OpticalMouse &Speaker||Shockwave SC-1 Speakers SR SpticalMonse
Upgrade to 256MB RAM 4530 7 Shockwave SC-1 Speakers
ADD Windows XP ¥ i $119 ||Upgrade to SIZM DDR  + 850
\L4-2.8G___$449 NG Windews XP Pre/Medio Contre 14 :su‘ 79/ \Dual Channel RAM  +510 ) \Al-in-Black Add 530
(" . & Y\(New Generation $999)
AMD Sempron 22000* Intermediate  $359 h Gear  $589 (15T GFerany
AsRock K7541-GX M/B AMD Sempron 2400+ i K;\t?‘l?(l; ‘i‘:o 2000+ ASUS PSGD1 M/B (775 Socket)
128MB DDR RAM X M/ A V-X (K8T hipset) 1G Dual Channel DDR400
Real 3l:)l:.inphlu VGA :ssslﬁsgggs’:u; 256MB DDR 400 RAM ATI X600SE PCIE 256MB @
40GB 7200rpm HDD ATI RADEON 7000 64M ATIRADEON 9250 128M SATA 160GB 7200rpm 8M g
52z CDROM = N Chuniat dudta & S/8DIN 80GB 7200rpm 8M Buffer 16x DVD+/- Rewriter
5.1 Channel Audio & 10/100 LAN 80GB 7200rpm HDD :fé‘hl::ﬁ{;:;lzr:“:: :f;:J-S.BdCAA.;:Eo PRpmRis
ATX 350W USB case 52x32x52 CD-RW ATX TOWER CASE : ridaroieen S
FREE Keyboard, Mouse &Speakers || ATX 350W usbCASE&10/100 M LAN Keyboard & Optical Mouse Multimedia KB & Optical Mouse
Upgrade to 256MB RAM +$30 Keyboard,OpticalMouse&Speaker | |ShockWave SC-1 Speakers ShockWave SC-3 Speakers
: Free: Enermax 350WATX P.S.
hange to Asus ATNEX-X MB...+S16 ) +!
** ALL KEIT computer systems come with 1 year part and 5 ye-r- labour h-rdw-re warranty **
MONITORS Cordless Rechargeabl, Optical mouse - Dl:.rl:::‘l)\‘rx PS Dealer
0 BQQQ Internet Keyboard & 3 & Fl, $9.99 3sOW
mnamrin, sl ||omee Disk 256 @D
17'3.-..-.712\; e-vvx ;v;con TUT  $328/325/359459 §39.99 only 69.99 485W .. & m.
b . !

| LG 52X CD-ROM/Black

OPTICAL DRIVE

LG 16x DVDRC

17"BenQ FP737/757/767 (after $50 rebate) $289/5275/5285

4PEOOSE/ -MX/ -VM/ E-
19"BeaQ FP931/FP937(after §50 rebate) $449/519 e S s 3

ASROCK Pasel

ASUS PSGD1 (775 wcl«) VWC-V-DX

ASUS PSGD2/-DX/Premis

ASUS PSGDC-V-DX

ASUS PSAD2-E Premium
$2477338 ASUS PSPROO (L775, i86S, 8x AGP)
4184y BSGYM-Y/ S45P/ B65GVM2-LS
ssaisey | | MSI 915PRISC 91SGM-FR

si3wsirsios | [ MSL 925X Neo-Platinum

AMD

37!1“!3 h

$142/812 4$’Zl
$184752293269
X

VIDEO CARD

T1 AIW ROG0OXT 128M9%800 Pro 128M
AT] R7908 64M DDRINSE $4MB TV-0UT
T1 R925¢

128MBAYSSE 128M
T1 R9600 Pro 128M/ RISOOXT 125M/256M

(8M)120G/160G200G/250G/300G
SATAR0G/120G/160G/200G
Western Digital

$66/377/383
$I71/51858154

0 LG $2x32x52 CD-RW/Black

f Plextor PX-7168A 16X DVD+/-RW (RE

(8M)40G/80/120/1607200/250
SATABOG/120G/160G/200G/250

566/75’991‘10]J|2lr’163
$77/103112/139/170)

T1 R9800 Pro Ultrs Atlantis 125MB
Tl X300SE 128MB PCIE
T1 X600 Pro 128MB/256MB PCIE $125 5149
T1 X700 Pro 128Mb/256MB PCIE $219/8219
Xm"m 256M/XR00XT 256M/Platimum  $499 /55 993649
TV Wonder Pro/MS! TV@aywhere

$265
78

WD 36.7GB Serial ATA 10k rpm 8MB
WD 74GB Serial ATA 10k rpm SMB

ABIT NFT-SUNFT-S2G/ANY
ASRock K7S41-GX

Asos ARV -DX/E-DXV ABN SLY
MS1 KST

DX ($9,
2-F/ KIN Nea2 Platium ISOW)

6600GT
orce 6600 mmswa‘m PCIE Slﬂdlﬁl‘ﬂﬂ
orce 6800/LE /GT 256MB 9/3309/3529

fj D-Link DFE-S530TX /Realtek PCI NIC

LG 52x CD-RW & 16x DVD Combo/ Black
SONY $2x32152 CD-RW/Black

LG 16X DVDRW 4161/4163/Black
Sony 16X DVDRW/ Black

| NEC 3520A 16x DVDRW

PIONEER 16x DVD+/- RW 109/ Black

Network & Modem

Linksys 4 Port Router (BEFSR41) $66
Linksys Wireless-G PCI/PCMAIA/USB $62/62/72
Linksys Wircless-G Router (WPCS54G) $75
D-Link Wircless Router D1524/624 $76/592
D-Link Wireless-G PCUPCMCIA/USB  $63/63/73
D-Link 4-Port Router $42
$10
Aopen S-port HUB/S $27/335
56K V.90 PCI Dau/l:::/\’mu Modem Si4
Aopen 56K SVV /PLX Modem $16725

SOUND CARD

Aopen 4.1 PCU/S.1 PCI
SB Live 24 bivAudigy 5.1 ES
SB Audigy2 6.1/Z8/Game/Platimem/Pro $79/117/220/229/284)

sisne
S3vas

*All prices are already T% cash discounted, prices and availability are subjected to change without notice. We reserve rights for any typing errors, All brand name&products are
*We promise if any part has a problem in warranty we will exchange it with a new one (expect physically damaged & any retall box producs). Pictares may not be the same as rell producu 0305

102 589
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Good AsNew

DELL P3 PACKAGE
= PENTIUM 3 450MHz
=

10G8 HARD DRIVE

INT NIC, SOUND, VIDEO
7" Grade “B” MONITOR
WINDOWS 98SE

k
$189
DELL P4 PACKAGE
PENTIUM 4 1.6GHx
2008 NARD DRIVE

17" Grade “A” MONITOR
8-°°mmzooono.

S

Refurbished. 90 day warranty

DELL P4 PACKAGE

PENTIUM 4 2.0GHx
512MB SDRAM

2068 HARD DRIVE

DVD, INT SOUND, VIDEO
17" MONITOR(Not shown)

S478-°°mnmxrno.

Refurbished, 90 day warranty

Compaq IBM

SFF P3 866 P3 1000

= -

ey
$269| $249”

Refurbished. 90 day warranty IRefirtished, 90 day warranty
DELL IBM
933 P3 866

1068 12--20‘“U

51997 5199
| DAE1LuL | DELL
199~| $129
wwm-m m.wmm—m‘

17" Flat 120GB
Monitors Western
RTED
Q::mo: Digital HDDs
.00 ONLY s 7 .99
,9§aymm -9“'79-"'*1
17” Monitors | 15” Monitors
— Tier 1 Tier 1
W onces aied
Fvoms39.oo »-c-n529,99

shed. 50 cay warranty BIR d. 90 day warranty

Shop online
www.ganc.com
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Podcasting: The radio revolution

Handheld video players are changing the way peo-
ple watch television by letting them transfer TV
shows and watch them on the go. A similar revolu-
tion is now taking place in audio broadcasting, but
it's not just the medium that’s changing but the
message as well.

This new phenomenon is called “podcasting”. A
podcast is an audio broadcast that people can pull
off of the Internet in MP3 form and play on a digital
music player at a later time. The whole process can
be automated in a similar manner to receiving RSS
blog feeds into an email inbox podcasts are in fact
delivered by RSS feeds that contain audio “enclo-
sures” — large file attachments.)

The first step is downloading an aggregator pro-
gram such as iPodder (ipodder.sourceforge.net).
Once installed, you can sign up for various podcast
feeds by browsing sites like Podcastalley.com. Once
you've subscribed to the podcasts of your choice,
the program will automatically scan each feed for
new material and download it into a folder. Certain
aggregators send the MP3s to iTunes so that when-
ever an iPod syncs with iTunes, the new podcasts
will be automatically transferred. However, podcast-
ing isn't iPod-exclusive. The podcasts can be trans-
ferred to any MP3 player, or listened to straight from
the computer onto which they've been downloaded.

The medium of podcasting is brand new — it was in
August 2004 that former MTV VJ Adam Curry began
experimenting with the technology and built the
first podcasting aggregator, iPodder. It didn't take
long for others to flock to the idea; currently there

Calgary brothers Matt and Andy Skinn host the weekly 10-minute sports

are more than one thousand podcasts listed on
Podcastalley.com.

For the listener, podcasting has several advan-
tages over traditional radio. David Slusher, the South
Carolina-based host of the Evil Genius Chronicles
podcast (evilgeniuschronicles.org), sums it up best
by saying, “the programming conforms to me, not
the other way around.”

Unlike radio, podcasting isn't limited to a specific
time or geographic location. Instead of having to set
aside 6:30pm on Wednesdays to listen to a
favourite radio program, for example, listeners can
download podcasts and listen to them whenever it’s
most convenient.

One of the most refreshing aspects of podcasting
is the spontaneity that results from its flexible for-
mat. “You can do a 72-minute show one day and a
31-minute show the next, if you wanted to,” says
Slusher. “You can play entirely different music from
one show to the next, or play no music and just talk.
In a normal radio show you don't generally have the
ability to do that. You know, ‘normally this is Best of
80s, but today we're going to play all Gregorian
Chant. You can't do that. It doesn't work that way.”

The cheap cost of producing podcasts benefits
both the podcaster and the listener. Andy Skinn and
his brother Matt, both graduate students at the
University of Calgary, began recording their weekly
sports podcast, The Skinny on Sports
(andyskinn.com/skinny], in November.

The brothers record using a pair of inexpensive
microphone headsets plugged into the back of a

“The Skinny on Sports” (andyskinn.com/skinny).
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LAPTOP STORE
E22 PACIFIC MALL

T: 905 4151182

11-8, 7 DAYS

i et 2000 COMPUTERS

Tempo Ave mvmmﬂm
- PARK AVE.
StulsA“H!!H NOTEBOOKOUTLET.CA FinchAve™ T: 416 4921600

NEW ARRIVALS AND CLEAN RANCE@NOTEBOOKOUTLET CA

Slesis Ave

Compaq COMPAQ PRESARIO R3245CA | T3010
o AND ATHLON XP-4 2600+ NTEL P U 14 ‘NGO‘IOA ::’010 —
P -, 5645 R $12M8 DR RAM rg- m@":m " intel Pentiumé 3.2GHZ, m"“m’“"’l 40GB HD, |
Gigabit LAW, 12,1 TFT XGA Scrven, SKNCOEUOL gl | orey O L 121 I T2 RAN. 6008 R0 OVDICOW Combo,
Windows 2000 Pro, I 154" WXGA TFT Wirvless LAN, 121" XGA, 56K Modem, 10/100 LAN, ooty 1m1 m“bm_m
wm - 00 | EPAYWTHACTVE DGMTZER | 802.41A/B/G WLAN, ety Joow iasn
COMBO DRIVE 51288 WIKDOWS XP HOME 51388 meeovosumier  $2088 m"’g““‘SZOBB Windows XP3LBS 31988
ACER ASPIRE 1712SMI | TOSHIBA SATTLITE AT0 | TOSHIBA SATTLITE M30 yOSHIBA TECRA $1 | TOSHIBA TECRA M2
INTEL P4 3.0GHZ | INTEL P4 L13GHRI1MB CACHE INTEL CENTRINO 1.8GHZ[IMB CACHE) | INTELPM1.GHIQMS CACHE)
64MB ATI MOBILITY RADEON 9000 16P ﬂumrﬁ}?ﬂ s!ﬁgmmm 5128 DOR RAWSOGE HO |
120GB HD 51208 RAM /0GB HD DVD BURNER | COMBO DVD-CORW COMBO |
| DVD+/-RW BURNER DVD BURNER 56K V.90 MODEM/101100 LAN | 56K .90 MODEM0/100 LAN l HVIDIA GEFORCE GOS290 6488 !
| 56K MODEM/10-100 LAN S8 V90 MODEMA100 LAN 802.118/G WIRELESS LAN ; m"mml "
Em% | WA WRELESS 802116 Mmm.: ;gmm '
| ]
WIOOWSXPPRO.  $1088" | T §1788 | ok $2088 mirmiseni  $2088 | mEwaw  $2288
LG/FUJITSU NEW ARRIVALS&CLEARANC E@NOTEBOOKOUTLET CA
' E8010A '$7010C-2 5':231!\1% $2020A-4 'C2330
; Intei Centring Processor | Dothan Low-voltage mabike | INTEL Dothan 1.8GHz,
SIZUB RAM, 406 WD, et N O o AMD Athion XP-4 St M. 4G 0,
802.11 WLAN, 58K MODEM 56K V.50 Modem, 56K Modem, 10/100 LAN, 256M8 RAM, 30G HD, mmm —
|10/100 LAN, 15"XGA 10/100/Gigabit LAn/Biustooth | 802.11g 54Mb WLAN, OVD-CORW Combo Drive, 56K Modem, | -7 =% |
Im Sooen. % | 344 XCATT Display, " |‘3 o mm‘&x&m Fioppy Drive, LAN, 802.11bi54g 4 |
sy $2088 SR $2488 | A Torawn $1688 |smown - $1488 nomiviom  $1688
'l‘.TG&XNOtO }ESEO i LG Xnote L550 LG XNote Lt20 LG XNote LM40 'hG Xnoa ?Lamw:ﬂ |
DOTHAN 1 intel Dothan 171Gz, - | Intel Contrine 1.5GHz, Pentuum
256MB RAM, 40G HO, S12M8 RAN, 968 ikl Contino 1 5GHz, OVOCO.AW Combo Drve, LD | Supor I OVD,
802,11 WLAN, 56K MODEM 0 LA 2 i S W eoprbipsbrngpbcompen 101100 LAN, 802 30108 LA, 802
big SAMOWLAN, | o5 /52 Modem, 101100 LAN, mﬂﬁm“ﬂ WLAN, 107100 LAK, 882.11bvg WLAN
mw o Lﬁw::mm B02.11b WLAN,12.1* XGA TFT Display, | ATI R.lbm §200 Video, 99l AT Radeon X800 G4MB Video,
Widows IPPRO.  §$1388 | Windom XP Prossionl. §9 78| Wodows X TABLET $2088" " 31788  Forardntioeg ;2433

ACER/HP/COM PAQISONYIIBM@NOTEBOOKOUTLET.CA

17" CRT

'ACER TRAVELMATE Acer Aspire | Acer Aspire ACER TRAVELMATE
|INTEL CELERON 2.68 GNI intel DOTHAN 1 5GHZ | Intel DOTHAN 512MB DDR RAM
256M8 DDR RAMA40GS HO 512MB RAM 60GB HD,  Processor 1 6GHz, e S O 268 1o
D-CoRw oG DVD-CORW COMBO, $12M8 RAM, 80G8 WD), | DVDR-W +/- COMBO
b 56K Modem/10/100 LA, Loy ey oV C rp b
i &ﬁ%@m ,, | 211Dl S0M WLAN. WINXPTABLET C EDITION VARELESD LAK 161.41G 540
¥ 1547 WXGA (1280x800) RADEONITO0 1
| Windows XPHome § 1188 ;mnim !1388 “""m”""ﬁfﬁﬂa 15 8XGA TFT 14001080
Compaq Compaq SONY VAIO GRS700 SONY VAIO GRX600K
Nc6000 :::;‘L‘;f INTEL P4 M 2.06HZ | INTEL P4 M 2.0GHZ
CENTRING 512M8 DOR RAM '
1024M8B R&TG&. Pentium M-1.7G,512M8 40G8 HD w
e e G ATELES | DYB-RW BURNER! DVD-CORW COMBO
DVD-CORW, GIGABIT
LAN,WIRELESS A/B/G, 14.1"XGA 1L1'rFr nmm 1mmm 56K MODEM/10/100 LAN
| MVIDIA GEFORCE4 GO 440 48 93| TFT Screen,Windows XP Pro 14.1" XGA TFT 99| 16.1"SXGA TFT (1280X1024) o
o $1488 | STTARS WARRANTY ' $2088 "F""‘""'" 52038 winoows x> $1988 2188
SPECIAL LOWESTP4  ADVANCE  BESTBUV N
AMD 52200+ D Xp 35000m (1MB L2 GAGHE) " (FSB BOOMMZ. 1 MB)
256MB DDRRAM S12MB DDRRAM | 1024MB DDR4OO RAM
INTEL P4 24G A7) soc8 1o 7200 256MB DORRAM| AMDI1 ), 12068 HD 7200 | | 160G8 HD 7200
256MB DDRRAM | (1M8, NOT CELERON) C Aen 16X DVD-ROM BOGB HD 7200 € Advon ;- |
XCOROM  256MB DORRAM G4MB DORVIDEO ¢, e 002 aXAGP VIDEO A1 RADEON 8200 |
hgras 40GB HD 7200 1.44 FLOPPY 1.44 FLOPPY SERAE WKV IV QUT.
32MB AGP VIDEO S GO RO 5.1 30 SOUND 5.1 30 SOUND 1.44 FLOPPY |
. 1.44 FLOPPY 1248 AGP VIDEO| 0/100 ETHERNET IR I AN 10/100 ETHERNET
Included 3D SOUND P4 ATX CASE/00W | RTSEREI P4 ATX CASE/M00W | ;
10/100 ETHERNET | 1.44 FLOPPY| WINDOWS KB | WINDOWS KB | WINDOWS K8 |
P4 ATX CASE/300W | 30 SOUND| WHEEL MOUSE | WHEEL WOUSE| WHEEL MOUSE |

|
10/100 ETHERNET | Included STEREO SPEAKER| iincluded STEREO SPEAKER |

SR CD'1 D 19”TFT LCD' 19" TFT LCD
$309 $390 (LD G G GED

Included 600W SUBWOOFER | |ncluded 1000W SUBWOOFER
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computer and an open-
source software called
Audacity. They then use
another free program
called WordPress to post
the finished product to
their web site for down-
load. “The most expensive
thing is getting your web
server set up to have
enough bandwidth on it to
handle all the downloads
that you're going to be get-

ting,” says Andy.

The fact that podcasts are so inexpensive to produce means podcasters
don't have to rely on advertisers for funding, which allows them to explore
less lucrative but interesting niche topics that would be impossible to mar-
ket on commercial airwaves. “There are many seemingly small groups of
people interested in one subject. These markets are rarely addressed or
considered by people who need to sell millions of bottles of soda via the
airwaves or whatever,” says Phillip Torrone, host of the Engadget podcast
(podcasts.engadget.com). “But with a podcast, | can talk about installing
an HD TV card in a Linux box for an hour and tens of thousands of people
around the world actually find that interesting.”

By Erin Bell
Image courtesy of Ben Whitehouse (upthetree.com)

Desktops

P4 2.4G

P4 3.0G $515
ASRock P4V88 Mainboard
256M / 80G 7200r / Floppy
ATI R7000 64M / Modem
ATX Case / 52X CD Writer
Keyboard / Mouse / Spk

$455

P4 3.0G $885

P4 3.2G $939
Asus P5GD1 Mainboard
OCZ 512M Dual Channel
ATI X300 256M ( PCI-E )
160G SATA HD / Floppy
High Quality Case / Modem
16X DVD Burner / 16x DVD
Keyboard / Optical Mouse
Altec Lansing Subwoofer

Optical Drive

80/160G ( 8M )......$76/ 105
200 /250G (8M )..$136 / 168
SATA / 7200rpm

80/ 160G (8M)......... $78/ 113
200/ 250G (8M)....$143/ 175
SATA / 10,000rpm

36G / 74G..

TO34

CanadaSys -
EverChannel o- -

For more savings & options visit www.CanadaSys.com

2T
16XDVD.... $28
52XCDRW...$30 —
DVD Re-Writers
LG 16X (4161B)............ $70
Pioneer 16X ( 109 )......... $99
Hard Drive .
IDE / 7200rpm %
40/80G..$57 / 67

$139/225

For more savings & options visit www.CanadaSys.com

North York
789 Lawrence West

Open 7 Days Now

Celeron 2.4G $365

P4 2.4G $435
ASRock P4VM8 Mainboard
256M / 40G 7200r / Floppy
ATX Case / 52X CD Writer
Modem / Sound / Lan
Keyboard / Mouse / Spk

P4 3.0G $635

P4 3.2G $685
Asus P4S800 Mainboard
512M DDR400 / 80G7200r
ATI R9200SE 128M / Floppy
High Quality Case / Modem
52X CD Writer / 16x DVD
Keyboard / Optical Mouse
Altec Lansing Speaker

P4 3.2G $935

P4 3.4G $989
Asus P5GD2 Mainboard
512M DDR2 Dual Channel
ATI X600Pro 256M ( PCI-E )
160G SATA HD / Floppy
High Quality Case / Modem
16X DVD Burner / 16x DVD
Keyboard / Optical Mouse
Altec Lansing Subwoofer

Enclosure (uUsB2.0)
For 2.5" Laptop HD......$10
For 3.5" Desktop HD....$22
For DVD / CDRW......... $25
Monitor
CRT: e
17" AOC Flat R

19" Samsung 997DF..$252
LCD:

17" LCD From $299
19" LCD From $459
2LCD TV, civisinan $699

Prices already 4% cash discounted & subject to change without notice

Tel : (416) 781-7738

Lawrence =~ Markham 404 Warden Scarborough Lawrence
1‘._ #B4 7080 Warden ° 2931 Lawrence East
Tel : (905) 307-7738 -I—I— Tel : (416) 269-7738
Dufferin Open 7 Days Steels Ave Sunday Closed Brimley

Sempron 2400 $299 Athlon64 3000 $669 Asus M5N $1329

Sempron 2600 $319  Athlon64 3200 $719  Centrino 1.6G/ 12"/ 256M

ASRock K7S41GX Board  Asus K8N Mainboard 40G 5400r 8M / DVD-CORW

256M / 40G 7200r / Floppy ~ 512M DDR400 / Floppy Wireless -G

ATX Case / 52X CDROM ATl R9200SE 128M / DVD

Modem / Sound / Lan 160G SATA HD / CD-RW Asus Z91N $1099

Keyboard / Mouse / Spk High Quality Case / 56K Centrino 1.6 / 15" / DVD-CDRW
Keyboard / Optical Mouse ~ 40G 5400 8M / 256M / 802.11G

Athlon64 3000 $839 Altec Lansing Speaker

Athlon“ 3200 5895 Acer Travel Mate

Asus A8V-Deluxe Mainboard
OCZ 512M Dual Channel
ATI R9250 256M / Floppy
160G SATA / 16x DVD-RW
High Quality Case / DVD
Keyboard / Optical Mouse
Altec Lansing Subwoofer

Athlon64 3200 $1249

Athlon64 3500 $1345
Asus A8BN-SLI Mainboard
OCZ 1G Dual Channel

ATI X700Pro 256M ( PCI-E) Asus M6BNE  $1579
160G SATA HD / Floppy Centrino 1.6G / 15.4" WXGA  40G 5400r M $1129
High Quality Case / Modem  DVD-CDRW / Modem / Lan
16X DVD Burner/ 16x DVD  512M DDR / ATI R9600 64M  1551AG: Centrino 1.6 / 256M

Keyboard / Optical Mouse
Altec Lansing Subwoofer

Video Card "y Network Main Board

ATl Radeon AGP 8 Router......$24 For AMD CPUs:
7000 64M...$39 e Inex Wireless-G ASRock K7S41GX
9200SE 128M... $50 Network Card (w / Video).. .$52
9250 256M.... ...$89 USB/PCI/PCMCIA...$30 Asus A7V8X/A7N8X...$60 / 77
9600 256M.... .$125  D-Link Xtreme G Wireless Asus K8V-X/MX......... $102/94
9800Pro 128M............ $249 PCINIC (G520).......... $63  Asus A8V-Dluxe....... ....$156
X800Pro 256M TVout.$548 PCMCIA NIC( G650 )...$62  Asus A8N-SLI Deluxe......... $218

ATI PCI Express 256M ( 16x ):
X300/ X600....... $112/133
X700/ X800....... $256 / 495

NVIDIA Geforce
MSI 6600GT 128E.....$234
XFX 6600GT Dual DVI 128M

AGP / PCI-E...$270/ 243
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Laptops

Asus Notebooks

Asus Z80K $1409
AMD A64 3000+ / 15" SXGA
DVD-CDRW / 60G 5400r 8M
Wireless -G / ATI R9700 128M

60G 5400r 8M / Wireless-G
( with Centrino-1.7G $1585 )

4-port Router DI-624....$96

ASRock PAVM8(w / Video)...$59
f&’:g;ﬁvm" Sﬂ'! ASRock P4V88 ( 800FSB )..$59
ifsdy s I ASRock 775V88 (LGAT775)..$69

r ro:-.pgzye ‘ ' § Asus P4S800 / MX(Video)..$73/ 71
ﬁéﬁér Supply - Asus PSPBO0:.c...ouiccmminessi $113
Sl = A s13 AsusPSGD1/P5GD2.$129/168

Quality 450W (2-Fan)...$30

Business Hours Monday — Friday : 11am - 7pm Saturday: 11am -- 6pm; Sunday: 11am - 5pm

2201LCI: Celeron 2.6G / 15"
256M / 40G / DVD-CDRW
Wireless-G / XP Home $899

4000WLCI: Centrino 1.4G
15"/ 512M / 40G / DVD-CDRW

Wireless-G / XP Pro

Aopen laptops

1849G: P4-3.0G/ 15"/ 512M
64M GeForceFX / DVD-CDRW

12" Wide Screen / DVD-CDRW
11G$1285

40G 5400r 8M / 802

For more savings & options visit www.CanadaSys.com

For Intel CPUs:

Asus P5GD2-Deluxe

$1099

.......... $210

www.hubcanada.com



First Glance

New @ 3GSV

This year’s 3GSM Word Congress cell phone trade show held in Cannes,
France netted a flurry of new product announcements from the major
players in mobile.

Among the announcements: Motorola’s chic RAZR V3 was shown to the
world, as was the company's first 3 megapixel camera phone. RAZR is a
wonder of design using a chemically-etched number pad, an internal
antenna and advanced metals like aircraft-grade aluminum. These
advances combine, Motorola says, to make a phone that is just 13.9mm
thick. The ultra slick RAZR design unfortunately doesn't stretch across the
entire line, however. RAZRWire is the name given to a line of accessories
co-designed with Oakley; a Bluetooth 2.0 earpiece is tacked onto some
otherwise decent looking sunglasses. The earpiece itself looks like a fast
food meal toy or any
number of spy gadg-
ets aimed at kids.
Sony Ericsson has
said that camera
phones are so last
year, claiming that
this year will be the
year of the audio
player phone. In line
with this statement
made before the
show, the company is
leveraging the Sony
part of its name to

release branded Walkman cell
phones with large storage capacities
and expandability for music files and
PC file transfer capability.

Nokia announced three additions to
its Series 60 line incorporating Push
to Talk, VGA cameras for video calls,
audio messaging and large displays
varyingly across the new product
line. Samsung, Philips and
Panasonic were in on the act too.

LG, while not directly drawing a line
in the sand as a challenge to
Nintendo’s monastic rule of handheld
gaming (smart move) nevertheless
unveiled the SV360 handset, whose

o g 55 clamshell opens to reveal a distinc-

e I om [ ™2 tively videogame-oriented directional
2o | e |2 e pad and input button configuration

> g | bracketing a pretty standard number

pad and a top-mounted 2.2-inch LCD
screen. The SV360 incorporates
motion sensors that the company says allows for game input on screen
by moving the phone in the real world.
Capable of pushing one million polygons per second according to the com-
pany, the SV360 is conceptually quite capable as a game platform.
Many of the phones and accessories didn't come with clear North
American street dates; look to HUB for firm dates, price points and hands-
on product testing as available.

www.mmaxgroup.com

Your

MMAX GROUP ASSOCIATION

101 Amber Street, Unit 22, Markham Ontario L3R 382 Canada
Tel: (905) 948-8298 Fax: (905) 948-8235 Toll Free: 1-866-838-6629

We carry full range of AMD Althon 64™, AMD Sempron™ products

and all other computer perpherials...

www.hubcanada.com
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Call 416-348-9666 to place your Ad here

FAST EFFECTIVE
ONFIDENTIAL RESULTS

RAID _;

SAN &

SERVERS
//‘§ El ENTERPRISE -0~

THE LAB FOR DATA RECOVERY

www.cbltech.ca | toll free 1.800.551.3917

Business Directory

Www.encorecomputers.ca

providing realtime computer parts price in Markham

Build/Upgrade/Repair PC from $10
Laptop upgrading/repair from $30
Data recovery/transfer from $50
Virus/trojan removal from $30
Web design with database from $150
Cartridge/Toner refill from $5

MONITOR SPECIAL

Monitor Repair (Including LCD Panel)
- Same day Service
- 20 Years of experience
- Lowest Servce Charge guarenteed!
- Free Estimate
- 6 months warranty on every service
SO CALL US NOW!!!
(905) 943 - 7609

Refurb. Monitor Big Sale!

Web Services Tailored for Small-medium Business

Quality is Our Commitment

Web Design

- Database Applications
- Custom Programming
- Graphic & Logo Design
- Video Streaming

- E-commerce Solutions
- Total Website Makeover
- CMS (Content Management)
- Website Troubshooting

For a free consultation: email: info@smartsolution.ca

www.smartsolution.ca Tel: 416-723-3066

Transfer your Videas & 0Id Films to DVD
- Broadcast Linear & Non Linear Editing
- Standards Conversions (NTSC/PAL/SECAM)

- Advanced DVD Authoring services for Motion Picture Films

- 8 & 16mm Films, Photos & Slides to Video or DVD

- Audio, Video, CD & DVD Duplication

- Professional Video Taping for Corporate & Televison Productions
- High Definition Video/VGA Projector Rental

Address:Unit 18-333 Denison street, Markham
Tel: 905-947-8868 905-947-8817
Office hours: Mon-Sat: 10:30-7:00 Sun: 10:30-4:00

B ——————————————————————

'! our Oﬂlin& Storg Pentium 3 PC's from $95

. . ] Pentium 2 PC's from $30
v Sgtlsf?cnon Guarante.e Pentium 3 Notebooks from $ 399
v Lifetime Warranty Pentium 2 Notebooks from $ 199
v Lifetime Free Upgrades” JRRRa et C U L) gpecial
v Lowest Prices”® 19" Monitors from $ 75 i
v Free Shipping*

21" Monitors from $ 85
* Some conditions apply, for more information

visit our website - www.compupoint.ca

v e-Asset Recovery Program .:‘:

Scarborough

B e e e e ———T——
# 17, 21 Progress Ave arb g
COMPUPOINT In¢c M1P 4S8. Email info@compupoint.ca

www.compupoint.ca Tel: 416 754 4812

Xtra Ttﬂolrhl

CNGIlEK
FUTURE RE-ENGINEERED

Modable PC Cases atlow prices!!!

xTc-2 XTC-3 XTG4 sc-2

Xtra Terrestrial...$125 ur.u.l. Arctic Cooler _ X-Blade Cobra

Guardian...$86

Dracular...$125

Arctic Coolcr.‘.:168

X-Blade...$91 o

ﬁfibrn...ggé occa  Accd xec-2  cacz  XALCA
G T

Thermocool ...$168 Thermocool R"d’“"

Raidmax...$86 L

Samurai...$125 ' l

Aerocool...$88

Spidy fﬂllk-‘---’gg vec4  Teca  Tees  sca sc2 3

905.542.1615 e

www.cngtek.com ' “ ﬂ ‘ B

info@cngtek.com scoi ST scca  Acce

Laptop Blow out Sale

COMPAQ, IBM TECHNICIAN - NOTEBOOK REPAIRS FREE ESTIMATE
HUNDREDS LAPTOP PARTS IN STOCK

IBM, Toshiba,Dell,Compaq Laptops
IBM P2-233/64MB/4GB/13.1TFT/CD $199
Dell P3-750/128MB/6GB/14.1TFT/CD $399
IBM P3-800/256/20GB/14.1TFT/DVD $499
Motherboard repair
IBM P3M-1.13GHZ/256MB/30G/DVD  $625 | ~p ccreen repair

We are notebook
Specialist

e Toone onars (416) 244-1822

www.overseasvideolab.com Since 1980

TO 36 HUB: Digital Living - Toronto Section - March 2005

LAPTOP PARTS __ LCD Screen,Battery Battery rebuild
pc100 128MB $55 CDROM, Floppy,DVD password remove
PC100 256MB $95 Motherboard,AC adaptor data recover

www.cjaycomputers.com

321 College St Toronto 4163212911,4169371537,11am-7pm

www.hubcanada.com



INK & TONER SUPPLY

For Ink-Jet & Laser Printer | Copler Cartriages

© Ink & Toner Cartridges Refill
pemie s @  Compatible Ink Cartridges
o © Ink Refill Kits

- .

e~
== © Fax Film
Toronto Mississauga
Call:(416) 822-0918 Call:(905) 275-8988
Address: 50 Weybright Court, Unit 43 Address: 505 Queensway E., Suite 10E
(Midiand & Sheppard) (Queensway & Cawthra)

Business Hours: Mon. - Sat. 12:00noon - 6:00pm Business Hours: Mon. - Sat.: 10:00am - 6:00pm

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Web Developers / Programmers * Admin

torontowebsolutions.com

Immediate
Full-Time & Part-Time
Contract Positions

Web Designers *

HASEETRON cS

Your Professional Media Production Shop

\VleowCompuerlmnsCome Alive!!! . B

1N

CREATIVE gt |8
www.hubcanada.com

'VIDI
Custom-built Smart System "'3
Hassle-free technical support |8
Corporate Licensing ki
Network Consultation |8

CTherma/take

ACADEMY OF DESIGR

The Perfect Fit
For Your Fytyre!

OFFERING ___
DIPLOMA PROGRAMS IN:
Acg‘“l'o' Fim, TV * Digital Media Design
& tre * Entertainment
* Advertising Design Business Management
-Cmmnukulm « Fashion Design
Drafting & Design  Fashion
* Computer Animation lmhm
o lpiee
e T
Prod i “mm"
* Digital Photography * Video Game Design
& Development
- Ainancial Assistance May Be Available .
For Those Who Qualify
- Career Placement Assistance Service
- Small Class Sizes
- 24 Hour Student Access Film School
lnﬁu'nadonalmd.lny
Desugn & Technology
39 John St., CBC Broadcast Centre, Toronto
Call Toll Free www.iaod.com

1.866.425.5458

\ntermasonal Academy of Oeegn and Technstoy, Toronto Lt

AA Electronics

(905)206-0931 WWW_AA-E.COM

23-3405

Bullet Camera
1/3 Sony CCD
420 TV Line

1/3 So
420 TV

23-3004
PTZ Domé
Outdoor
Camera
480 TV Line

23-3008
Keyboard for
Pentium Zoom
Camera

30/120 fps 23 3543

support up to 1/3 Sony CCD

16 cameras 480 TV Line
software included | |Day & Night 30 M

18" 20" 33"
39" Dishes &
Accossones

Free to Air Satemte Recelvers
WHOLESI_\lE PRICES A\IAILABLE

1350 Matheson Biv TEL:(905)206-0931

March 2005 - HUB: Digital Living - Toronto Section TO37



Wireless ‘

BURLINGTON MISSISSAUGA

400 Dundas St. E.
(005) 281-0204

OAKVILLE NORTH YORK
Oakville Town Centre Il | 3300 Steeles Ave. W.

LW.| 1(866) 760-9745
(905) 3384130 | (416)907-9773

WINTRONIC

www.wintroniccomputers.com

WE CAN BEAT ANY

- _2‘ 021705

www.wintroniccomputers.ca

ADVERTISED PRICE

REFURBISH
MONITOR 17"

$49

Nid Tower ATX Case 350W°
256M8 Ram, -40GB HDO

- Integrated 32M8 30 Video

MONITOR 19"

BMThinkfud
R31P3-1.13

Refurbished Notebook
0GB HD, I56M8 Ram.

('INTEL PENTIUM 4- 3.0 Socket 775 $899--

160G8 ache
GF-128MB 30 SXAGP Video Card, 3 172 Floppy Drive

Card, 16X

Wb

600 Watt Speakers, Keyboard, Logitec Optical Mouse

Add 17°LCD $299 or 17" Perfect Flat Monitor $139
Software Indluded:

\_ Windows XP preloaded wi License

Antec SLK 3700 AMS 330 Watt ATX Case, Asus PSP-800 Motherboard] Antec SLX 3700 AMS 380 Watt ATX Case , Asus KBV-X Motherboard

m Windows XP preloaded w/ License J

AMD 64 - 3000+ Socket 939 $849)

5128 DORAOO RAM , 160GB 7200 RPM Bmb Cache Hard Drive,
JoGE-128M8 30 BXAGP Video Card, 3 1/2 Floppy Drive
,30 Sound C.

MDR, 10N Cand 16X
i 600 Watt Speakars, Keyboard, Logitec Optical Mouse

(‘Intel P4-30Ghz $389
Intel Cel-D 2.4Ghz $249

AMD Sempron 2200+ $1%9)
AMD Sempron 2600 + $299

Combo™

4 Port Routes

K. 57 /\.$30./\ $35 /

S0 $69
1 ) (" cotor.) /" SOUND ) /ATX CASE (“Blank (D'
B PRINTER MID TOWER ia 48X
D EPSON L Front US8 10¢ Spingle
\ $45/\ $65 /\ $35 /\ $29 J )
(HardOrive (HardDrive ) (Fogetspecial) ( Gllfor ) (RARDORIVE)
Maxtor 40GB || Maxtor 80GB || prices, please || Used Monitors | | WD 20068
7200ReM. || 72008eM || givereference || Systems& || sMBCache
\_$55 /\ 569 /\oftubrdd J\ lapops /\ $129 /
/"USBHUB " /058 EXTERNAY) /0S8 EXTERNAY\ /~ USBTO ) /~ USBPCI )
cporr || HOENCLOSURE| | coENCLOSURE| [ SERIAL
Uss 2.0 uss 2.0 CONVERTER 4 PORT

\$15 /\$19 J

(PANSATFTA) /~ DIsEQC )/~ DISEQC

receVer || swmch || motor || FiNDER || Disw3s
COMPATIBLE 4N
$139 J\ $10 /\ $89 /\ $20 /\ $49 J

/SATELLITE) //SATELLITE)

/” KWM \/ P4ECS )/ AMDECS
SWITCH | [Motherboard | |Motherboard

P4ASUS ) AMD ASUS')
Motherboard | [Motherboard

2 PORT PM800-M2 741GX-M

P45800-MX A7V400-MX

\ $35 /\ $59 /\ $59 J

$71 J\ §65 J

All Prices are already 3% cash discounted - Prices and Specifications

TO 38

subject to change without notice - Not responsible for any typo errors
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Upgrading your
laptop’s audio

Creative SoundBlaster Audigy 2 ZS Notebook

www.soundblaster.com
Price: $169.99

If you have a notebook, it's not all that easy to upgrade your audio
in an elegant way. Generally, the audio component is integrated
right into the motherboard, so getting better sound has typically
meant a bulky external solution ... not exactly a great choice if you
want to keep things tidy.
Creative has now shrunk down the Soundblaster Audigy 2 ZSinto a
size small enough to fit into a PC Card form factor, which means
that upgrading your audio can now be as simple as sliding the
Audigy 2 ZS Notebook into one of your notebook's free PC Card
slots. In doing so, you're sliding in a card that processes 24-bit/36
kHz audio with a signal-to-noise ratio of 104 dB, and which can
handle external speaker sets up to 7.1 surround sound. The catch is
that Audigy only works in a Windows-based notebook with a
Pentium IIl or better processing power.
The slimming down of the Audigy doesn’t occur without some com-
plications, unfortunately. The end of the card features two 1/8-inch
jacks, and a spot for an edge-connected dongle. Of the two 1/8-inch
jacks, one doubles as
Pros: microphone input and digi-
24-bit/96kHz audio, surround tal input, and the other one
sound up to 7.1, digital infout doubles as headphone out-
put and digital output. The
Cons: speaker connectors are all
Windows only, edge connector broken out at the end of the
potentially breakable, card edge-connected dongle.
edge may block a PC Card slot Unfortunately, because the
two 1/8-inch jacks are built
right into the end of the card, it means the protruding end of the
card is thicker than the PC Card itself. Like many other PC Card
devices with protruding end, this one sticks upwards, which means
you can only use it in the top slot of your notebook. If you already
have another PC Card device with a protruding end that similarly
sticks up — a WiFi networking card for example — you'll only be able
to use one of them at a time.
Though this problem might have been solved by breaking the two

www.hubcanada.com



ComputerCanada.net  Aj| cameras use Sony CCD .Wholesale Most

Website: www.computercanada.net
825 Denision St. #10 Markham Ont  COmputer parts CCN Offers Vanety, best prlce
Tel:(905) 479-3992 Fax: (905) 479-1093 |

Spy Camera

120/240/120 F per sec software support

Satellite receiver $139

216X Zoom
One buttom
auto backups

Enclosure :
outdoor with
heater camera

525°.35. 28"
Usb Enclosure

520 tv line day
& night camera SN sioy D

s

. CIAL $575 120 F per sec CARD
1-9 +4 Cameras from
icati | 500 to $575 all
Dupll?atlon 075108 L Y &s o $575 a
Machine o, . Surveillance system
eet BNC Pan/Til 2 : o
$499 with power cable Controller n son price protection 10%

PRICE PRIVILEGE |

www.priceprivilege.com Sl S

P4/2.2G Computer system * 359.99
P3/933 Computer system *179.99
1BM P3/800 Desktop * 139.99
Dell black 21” Flat Monitor * 179.99
Palm Zire21 IBM P3/800 Desktop  Printer Ink from  IBM A22M P3/800 sty i = o
m Zire. . es| nter In o Compaq Armada P3/1G Laptop * 699.99
99.99 129.99 7.9 499.99 IBM X20 P3/600/320M/20G Laptop  * 474.99
New Savings:
‘ "T Norton Antivirus 28/37
: 128M SDRAM for PC
| — Acer AL1715B 17” LCD
2 Samsung B710V 17" LCD
Canon 1P2000 Printer

www.hubcanada.com March 2005 - HUB: Digital Living - Toronto Section TO 38



Wireless

1/8-inch jacks into extra connectors on the dongle end, that brings up the
issue of the dongle itself. While spaces is saved by opting for a dongle, the
connection is more fragile. It's easy enough to envision a situation where
you could knock the edge connector with your hand, a cup of coffee, or
with any of the junk that tends to accumulate on your desktop — one hard
whack, and the dongle may be out of commission.

On the plus side, the sound quality is excellent. It's even THX certified, so
with a good set of speakers you'll be able to play back your DVDs in a
room-shaking fashion. The Audigy features audio inputs as well, which
makes it a great companion for those who want to record their own music
in 24-bit/96kHZ quality onto their laptop. The big problem here, really (pro-
vided your notebook is powerful enough to support hard disk recording in
the first place) is the fact that there’s only one input on the card, which

ends up doing double duty as both the digital and analogue input. That
means you'll only be able to use one of them at a time — either microphone
or optical — and you'll need to make sure you've purchased all of the rele-
vant adapters in order to properly capture your input sources.
The card comes with Creative’s MediaSource software as a bonus, which
allows you to rip your CDs into MP3 files, play back media of various kinds
(both audio and video), and catalogue your media collection. The software
also allows you to burn CDs.
Though it's not perfect, the SoundBlaster Audigy 2 ZS Notebook is still a
great way to add high-quality audio to a notebook computer. Whether you
only use it at home for watching DVDs, or take it on the road to perk up
presentations, it's a powerful little card.

By Sean Carruthers

U Computers

For more price, please check

www.ucomputer.ca

WE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
MON-FRI: 10AM-7PM
SAT-SUN: 10AM-5PM

HEAD OFFICE Scarborough:
4002 Sheppard Ave E,#108

2 Years
labor & | year parts
Warranty

Mississauga:
289 Dundas St E, Unit 2

**Monthly Special **
PIONEER 109 16X DVD/RW $102
17" ACER 1715B 12ms LCD $278
17" SAMSUNG 710N LCD 12ms $345
19'ACER 1913B LCD $378
21" DELL Trinitron FLAT Refur $155

North York:
386 Sheppard Ave. E

=

&

ASROCK K7841GX ASROCK P4i45GVM.B "\fel
DDR333 256M RAM DDR333 256M RAM/LAN i
64M Intergraded 3D Video 80G 7200RPM H.D/ SOUND

40G 7200RPM H.D / LAN LG 52X32X52 CDRW

LG 52X CDROM/SOUND
FRONTUSB CASE/400W
KB, MOUSE & SPEAKER

UpTo: LG 52x32x52CDRW +$10
AMD 2600+SP $309

64M 3D Shared Video O/B
FRONT USB CASE/400W
KB, MOUSE & SPEAKER

Celeron 2.4G/2.8GD $ 318/$358

A :g Sheppard Ave E 'Zé o.ml;u}- . E- :% CJ %
\ 416-293-9933 905-361-1979 416-250-5588
AMD 2400+SP $279[Celeron 2.66GD $328|/AMD 64 2800+ $478|Intel P4-3.0G $528

ASUS K8V-XM.B ;
DDR333 256M RAM
ATI RADEON 9250 128M -
80G 7200RPM H.D

LG 52X32X52 CDRW

FRONT USB CASE/400W

LAN & SOUND O/B

KB, MOUSE & SPK

AMD 64 3000+/3200+ $499/$548

ABITIS7-V2 M.B SATA

DDR 256M Pc2700/ SOUND g
W.D 80G 7200R H.D / LAN

LG 16xDVD & 52x CDRW

ATl Radeon 9250 128M TVO
CASE /400W Front USB

OPTMS &K.B, & SPK

P4-2.4G/3.2GE $468/$ 568

Intel P4-530 3.0GE $688

ASUS P5P800 M.B/SOUND oyo

Intel P4-530 3.0GE $588

ASUS P5GD1-VM LGA775 g

DDR400 512M RAM / LAN DDR400 512M PC3200

W.D 80G H.D / SOUND W.D 160G 8M 7200RPM HD
ATIR 9250 128M TVO

INTEL Graphic Media A900

FRONT USB CASE / 400W MIDTOWER CASE / 400W
Internet KB & OPT MOUSE

Internet KB, OPT MS, SPK
520-2.8G/540-3.2G $568/$648

600W 2.1 SUBWOOFER SPK
P520-2.8G / 540-3.2GE_$668/$738

AMDG64 939 3200+ $848

Intel P540 -3.2GE  $1058
ABIT AV8 K8T800 Pro M.B / G-LAN ‘

ASUS P5GD1 M.B/G-LAN

XFX Fx5500 256M TVO DVI 200G SATA HD / Sound

W.D 160G 7200RPM 8M H.D
LG 4163 16X DVD+/-RW / SOUND
CASE / 450W DUAL FAN

HP KB/OPT MS/2.1 SPK

LG 4163 16X DVD +/-RW
SIDE WINDOW CASE/500W
WIRELESS KB & OPT MOUSE
Altec Lansing 2.1 Sub-W SPK

P530-3.0G/550-3.4G $999/§1128

AMD 64 3000+/3400+ $799/$898

LCD & CRT SPECIAL Hard Drive O P | Video Card
- 2.573.57/5.25  USB 2.0 Enclo. $15/26/28 | V-Stream TV Tuner + FM/ Remote $43
17" ACER1715B LCD $278 Kingston USB 128M/256M/512M $24/34/54| WinFast TV 2000 Tuner/Remote $63
* DIRECTION (2M)40G/80G/120G $55/65/90| ATIRadeon 9250 128M TVO DVI $54
L LI72LCD $288 (8M)80G/120G/160G $73/98/104| ASUS GF FX 5200 128M TVO $66
17" LG L1710S 550:1 LCD $318 (8M) 200G/250G $135/165| XFX GF Fx5500/5700le 256M TVO  $108/125
" (SATA) 160G/200G/250G $110/138/172| MSI GF Fx5500 / 57001e 256M $122/146
17" SAMSUNG 710V/713VLCD  $325 (16M) 250G/300G $169/229 | ATI/SAP X300SE 128M TVO PCIE $84
" SAMSUNG 2.5" 5400rpm 40G/60G/80G $87/119/155| ATI/SAP X600PRO 128M / 256M PCIE $125/149
7 TIONLCD12ms  $345 DVD/CDRW = O ATI/SAP X700PRO 128M PCIE $212
17" BENQ FP71G+LCD 8ms W e 36| Modem & Networking
19" BENQ FP 937-S (+ $50 MIR) 479 LG 52x32x52 CDRW $28| Realtek 10/100 Lan card $7
2 (+350 $ LG 16xDVD & 52x CDRW $46| D-link 538 10/100 Lan Card $10
17" AOCFT 700/ FT 720 Flat CRT $118 LG 4161/ 4163 16x DVD+/-RW $68/75| Intel 56K Fax Modem $12
" NEC ND-3520A 16X DVD+/-RW $79| USB 2.0/IEEE 1394 PCI Card $12/18
17" SAMSUNG 793DF Flat CRT ~ $145 PIONEER 109 16X DVD+/-RW $102| D-LINK DI-524 54M Wireless Router $66
Prices subject to change without notice. Cash price, already 4% Discounted | 54M Wireless USB/PCI/PCMCIA $30
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AMD Retail-Boxed Athion 84 CPU 3000+ see web
Asis ABN-SLVDix Motherboard 3200+ s wob
1Gb DOR Ram, PCI200 (2 x S120Mb) 3500+ seeweb
A50W 4000+ nee web

Visit us online al www.pccanada.com for up-to-date ﬂrac_:h_q new prmfucrs Secure urnenna & fast shipping Canada wide.
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Move over Kermit there’s a new frog in town

Buying an electronic toy for your Kid used to be a lot simpler: daughters
got talking dolls and sons received remote control cars.

It's no longer so easy.

Toy store shelves are now filled with all manner of technological doodads,
and more and more of these tech toys are plastered with labels professing
their ability to give kids a head start by teaching things like arithmetic and

on the educational toy craze, while others are proven products crafted by
teams of learning professionals and technology innovators. How can con-
sumers tell the difference? The easiest way is simply to find a trusted
brand.

California-based LeapFrog Enterprises Inc. is one of the most respected
names in the technology-based educational toy industry. LeapFrog's first

reading.
Some technology-infused educational toys are just phonies, developed
by companies with little pedagogical know-how simply hoping to cash in

product, an interactive book-reading machine called the LeapPad, came
out ten years ago and has since gone on to sell more than 20 million units
worldwide.

Since LeapPad, the company has gone on to manufacture a wide variety
of first-rate electronic learning products, including the Learn and Groove
Activity Table that lets infants experiment with music, the Imagination
Desk Learning Station, which teaches kids about letters and numbers as
they colour, and the Leapster educational videogame system, released
just last year in Canada.

Christian Schindler, the company’s Ontario-born international marketing
manager, says LeapFrog's success is due to the simple fact that the com-
pany’s creative minds know what makes a good educational toy. “We
have over 500 talented producers working on products at LeapFrog, and a
quarter of them are former educators,” he says.

Another reason for LeapFrog’s success is its focus. Schindler says that
the market for electronic learning toys has grown by as much as 30 to 40
per cent in recent years, while growth has been stagnant in most cate-
gories of traditional toys. LeapFrog's pioneering efforts in and dedication
to making technology-based educational toys has placed them at the
head of the table in their industry.

A prototype of LeapFrog’s latest product, the Fly “pentop” computer, was
Cs

2370 MIDLAND Ave. Unit A10, Scarborough, ON, M1S 5Cé
TEL: 416

292-0533 Hours: 10am-7pm Mon . -Fri, 10am-5pm Sat losed Sunday

pr ¢

visit WWW.MPTCOMPUTERS.COM

For more specials

>
i

40GB USB 2.0 Backup  40GB Flash HD to Go 40GB MP3 Flash HD
-simple & easy touse - with 9-in-1 card reader - stores & plays MP3's
- one touch backup - high speed USB 2.0 - with 9-in-1 card reader Mini USB keyboard Keyboard with Calculator  Saitek Gaming Keyboard

$139 $189 $289 $16 $19 $69 .

S~ @ -l W =

MP3 car transmitter MP3 car companion 256MB MP3 player
. . . i - plug into any CD/MP3 - plug in any USBMlash - w/ voice recorder
2-Way KVM Switch Box  Single Port Print Server  4-Way KVM Switch with Audio player and listen through  media and listen through - other sizes avail.

- includes all cables - USB or parallel avail. - includes all cables ¢ car stereo speakers  your car stereo speakers call for details

you
$29 $49 $69 s19 $59 ses_

| - =
Mini USB Optical Mouse 128MB USB Watch ';','-" 1GB USB Flash Drive @ Encamax
ie
$26 $69 Aa-

$109 BeNnQ

Enjoyment Matters
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Gisco Training
WiInNET Produced 102 GCIEs

Ravi Chandran Shane Lai
CCIE # 8671, Telus CCIE # 10214, 1CS

/

Y X

Kamran Adil
CCIE # 10373, Bell Nexxda cc(-mom C&”D‘n'ﬁﬂ Cﬁl\lﬁ)l
W
CCIE # 10662, AT & C(XCHHG OCEHIG!D ctx-nes:

Heariques Syed Mukhtar Sarwar Jamal Zar Staroselskl Snezhy Neshkova
COIE # 11180, CCE # 11513 A CCIE # 11575, Telus CCIE # 11931, Cisco

n

<\ A 2N A AN .

Andre Julien Imran Tauglr Abu Uddin Ketan Paralkar Mahtab Alam Harron Shataat
COE # 12142, Toks CCE # 12172, 06l CCIE # 12158, Outsource IT CCIE # 12179, Bell Canada CCIE # 12171, Compugen CCEE # 12088, EDS

CCNA CCNP Module $599)
CCIE Theory / Lab CCSP - PIX/VPN / IDS
CCIE Bootcamp CCIP - QOS / MPLS

BGP / ATM / Wireless VOICE / IP Telephony

Visit the best CISCO Ilab in Toronto

Over 400 Cisco Routers - 7500, 4500, 3600, 2600 & 2500
ATM Switch, Catalyst 3550 and Pix Firewall

ISDN lines, ADSL Line & Frame Relay Circuit

Catalyst 5500, 5000 & 2900 Switches

30 CCIE pods, each includes 9 routers & 2 switches (3550)

iy _u

The courses are designed by

HARITH ( B
Tile COE - S Securty & RS WInNET SYSTEMS

B.c. Eng. MBH,CNE, S CONP, CCOP,Cisco S
e e e ey HI-TECH TRAINING & CONSULTING

1200 Eglinton Ave. East, Suite 100, Toronto Te" 41 6'447'T

(Don Mills & Eglinton) www.winnet.ca
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recently unveiled to Canadian media in Toronto. To the casual observer the
Fly simply looks like a fat pen with a tiny speaker, but when used in tan-
dem with specially encoded “flypaper” it becomes much more: draw a cal-
culator and tap the buttons to do math, write a word in English to have it
translated to French or Spanish, or sketch a keyboard and tap the keys to
make music.

LeapFrog has also developed software for the Fly that corresponds with
North American educational curricula. For example, the Fly can help stu-
dents with math problems by providing hints as they scrawl out long divi-
sion or multiplication problems. “The Fly is one of the best examples I've
seen of marrying technology and educational content,” says Schindler.

Schindler explains that the Fly is part of LeapFrog’s grander strategy to
retain the company’s consumer base as it grows older. “There are all sorts
of untapped opportunities in [teen] and adult learning,” he explains. “The
Fly is our first opportunity to appeal to an older segment of the population
in Canada.” A video demonstration of the Fly even hinted that the device
may eventually have applications geared towards university and graduate
students.

Though LeapFrog is expanding its horizons, con-
sumers need not fear that the company will lose sight
of its mission. Schindler states that LeapFrog will
always remain focused on providing technologically
innovative and entertaining ways to learn. “We look at
ourselves as an education company; we simply use
technology and toys as our medium,” Schindler
explains. “When you take educational content, enable
it with technology and make it fun, amazing things
happen.”

By Chad Sapieha

SERIAL/USB
LANTESTER NETWORK CABLE NETWORK TOoOLS CONVERTOR

Your Ultimate Source for Computer &
Entertainment Accessories www.Allway.ca

COMPUTER SURVEILLANCE
PERIPHERALS ,

3

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
CABLE

ENCLOSURE

\"‘\i
FIBRE OPTIC USB DRIVE : /\ ,' ’" {/ !/\ |
& £ \ ’ . £ ¥

| ~E—
For o
Dealersi@
only B
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$999°

SUMMIT DIRECT MARCH SPECIALS

00

WE WILL BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICEI!"

949"

$1249"

*See Store For Details!

$2149"

SUMMIT VALUE SUMMIT AMD SUMMIT PERFORMER ~ SUMMIT TITAN
Pontium 4@ 3.0 Gz ANDITHONS! 3000ME:  Pentiom 4@3.2E Giiz - Pentium 4-550 @ 3.4 GHz
ECS PMB00-M2 Motherboard MS! K8T- F $.939 Motherboard Asus PAPSOISE S00Mz FS3 1B ASUS PSGD2 S.775 otherboard'! 10 - (2%¢
wi8x agp, 6 USB 2.0 ports wiBx agp, 6 USB 2.0 ports witx agp, USB2.0, 1865PE, SATA wi16x PCI-X, 6USB 2.0, Raid/ 1394
512 Meg DDR Memory 512 Meg DDR PC 400 Memory 512 DDRI 'PC 400' 2x 512MB Dual DDR2 RAM PC- 533MHz
80 GB ATA 133 Hard Drive 80 GB ATA 133 Hard Drive 160687 ""'m’m Drive SATA 250 GB 8M Cache 7200rpm Hard Drive
1.44 Floppy Drive 16x DVD RW/ CDRW Combo e m’&"‘w Sowsrss 144 Floppy Drive 002 8
DVD Re-Writer included! 350W ATX Mid Tower A4 Floppy Drive HTTechnoogy!  350W Deluxe Mid Tower ™ "o
300W Mid Tower Geforce MX5200 128Meg 8x Video S0 Wid Tower Delure w. . USB Asus AX600Pro 16x PCHX 128MB Video
64MB Shared Video o/b 6 Channel Audio ATl Rad. 9550 256Meg Video w. TVIO Logitech Intemet Keyboard
10/100 Network Card 101100 Lan O/B Internet Keyboard Logitech Optical Scroll Mouse
6 Channel Sound O/B Amplified Speakers Optical Scroll Mouse § CH 32 Bit Stereo Sound
Amplified Speakers PS/2 Mouse 6 Channel on Board Sound 16x DVD-RW/+RW Ram Drive
PS/2 Mouse 104 Win Keyboard LG 16x DVD Re- Writer/ CDRW combo 1GB Ethenet Lan
104 Win 17* Flat CRT Monitor 19* Flat CRT Color Monitor Speakers w. Subwoofer
17 LCD Flat Monitor! Windows XP Home W, License Amplified Stereo Speakers w. Sub. 19” Flat LCD Color Monitor
Windows XP Home (CD & License) Win XP Home w. CD/License Win XP Pro W. CD & License
Hard Drives $ 97 ) 97 $ 97
40 GB 7200rpm 64"
120 B 1200 e §104°
m 97
tciansieem il  SUMMITBARGAIN  SUMMIT DEAL SUMMIT LAPTOP
120 GB 7200rpm SATA  $ 119
160 GB 7200rpm en caze % 197 | P4 Celeron @2.8 Gz Pentium4-530 @ 3.0 GHz | Intel Centrino @15 GHz
160 GB 7200rpm SATA  § 124 TR . WABLIGKS | el Coning 15.GRx CPU, 00 FSB
200 GB 7200rpm sncae  $149% | /s agp, 6 USB 20 ports New Tecknology @ Comrenient Pricel!l | 12m SODimms DR Memory
200 GB 7200rpm SATA 159 o 256 Meg DDR Memory 80GB ATA 100 Hard Drive
250 GB 7200rpm SATA 1997 52X32X52 CD Re-Writer wiUltra AGP Il, BUSB 2.0, SATA, Raid Afl Mob. 9700 64 Mea Video
300W Mid Tower 512MB DDR RAM PC- 400MHz ; e
64MB AGP Video Shared 160 GB 8M Cache 7200rpm Hard Drive DVDRW +/- Dual, CORW Combo
Motherboards 101100 Network Interface brodrclpsaiyprl s e ro Wirlss 6 Lan Owl
Asus P5GD2-DX §29" oo e, ATIRadeon 9250 126M DORAGP Video | 10/ 100 Lan, TV out Wow'
Asus P4CB00E-DX $219 i PS12 Keyboard Integrated Sound .
Asus PAPSOOE-DX §1497 st e ! e Hoan
Asus PAPBOOSE $114” | UPGRADES ol oo U
Asus P4S800 § 847 | INTEGR.S.462 MBOARD $199” | 10/100 Ethernet Lan 1 IEEE 1394 Firewire
Asus P5P800 $1197 | AMD Sempron 2200+ CPU, Amplified Stereo Speakers Li-ion Internal Battery Included
Asus PSGD1 $1397 | 256M RAM, ATX Mid Tower Windows XP Home w. License
Asus ABV-DX §1597 | IntelCeleron24Ghz ~ $2497 [
Asus ATNBX-E DX §1147 | P4 Mainboard, 256 Meg Video Cards CD- RW/ DVD/ CDROM "=
Asus ATNGX-X § gyv | DORRamATXMidTower ~f pqsFytome AXXOSE f28Meg POLESHIS” LLg fg: g\?DRg;"m g;ﬂ
Asus KN DX $ 154" 22323";‘?”%2322 b $39 % | MSIGFS200FX 128MDDR8X § 4] @ eransncoRW 8 347
ECS Socketd78lntegr. ~ § 59" | DDR Ram, ATX Mid Tow?} ATI Rad. 9550 8¢AGP 256Meg $119 | LG 16X DVD +- Re Writer § 84
Brampton Etobicoke Mississauga | North York Ask For Our In Store
Near Steeles & Kennedy 868 The Queensway 4141 Dixie Rd. 2150 Steeles Ave.W. Service & Repair Professionals
30 Rambler Dr #10 1 Block East of Islington soc:“t”ﬂgd Mf’g A Tel: (416) 410-9555 We do on Site Networks
Tel: (905) 874-9521 Tel: (416) 201-0258 Tel: (905) 282-9555 Fax: (905) 738-8363 :
Fax: (905) 874-9175 Fax: (416) 201-0186 Fax:(905) 282-0195 for Home & Business

* M prics ety 3% cah dicouted Al prices st 12 e wiout noice. W reserve e ight it vt o 3 radmark of St Dt Ak Sy come with 1§ moehpover exchange warmaty and 7 yers b A tadimarts e rames e s o ety enites g the ks and names of e producs Al rademarks
e e propety o ther owners Sunent Diret . 2 some of e asocated sores et blgated 1 o s prces. St Diect . il e rsponsefor typg, o vt o, Syt prices may change doe to market octuations of compenents.
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”» I}IIMI’II'I'EB DEPOT

: 80GBWD :: 17"Acer LCD _ 4OGB 5400rpm : it 50 Blank CD-R . ¢ Brother Laser : : Netgear 4 ports .
: 7200pm 8MB :: TFTScreen :i Notebook HDD ii 700MB48x : : printer HL-1435 i } Wireless router
;%69 i 8299 it 8999 i $149 i $59
Now Only Now Only NowOnly 1tol  $599 DVD DUPLICATORS
$659 499 Sl$899 103 B0 woomw
. . t k R
Intel P4 3.0Ghz AMD Sempron 2200+ § ACER 2201 Laptop 3 AMD 64bit 3200+ o domstinygand
256MB memory 256MB memory . = Intel Celeron 2.6Gh = Asus K8V board RW, DVD-R, DVD-RW
80GB hard drive 80GB hard drive 72k % 256MB DDRAM  # 512MB DDR memory "c"em' HDD support
16X DVD-ROM 52X CD-ROM : 40GB hard drive & 80GB hard drive 72k o e
1.44MB floppy 1.44MB floppy » DVD/CD-RW drive : 52x32x52 CD-RW
3D video / sound 32MB 3D video/Sound: 15” Wild Screen = 1.44MB floppy MISSISSAUGA BRAMPTON
network / case 350W Network / Case 350w 2 Video / Sound + Geforce 128MB video Y 804-1600 2455-8111

keyboard / mouse keyboard / mouse = Wireless Network ' Network / Case 350w
17” SVGA monitor  17” SVGA monitor } AC adapter/battery : keyboard / mouse
FooE) *sasssensnnsnnnnens’ 17” SVGA monitor

800 Dundas St E. Unit#8 239 Queen St, East

e =
ASROCK mainboard === =
AMD Sempron 2200+ l_- -
256MB memory e Hours: M 10-8 Closed
Video/Sound/network i ' t de olca com
ATXcase350W 17" used monitor 16x LG DVD-RW  52x LG CD-RW -, °°'" B b -
$219 $49 $99 $30 S wmps e

CompuSale HuB
= Canada’s Largest || Computer Show and Sale

M a rc h 4_ 6 Fri: 10:00am-9:00pm - Sat: 10:00am-6:00pm - Sun: 10:00am-6:00pm

$375.00

i« >@A%>""  DELL Laptop, P3-750

o\ 2% IBMP3- 1Ghz Desktop $140.00
),,y‘)"' Laptop, 256MB RAM - $50.00

2

5;‘,’ HP/Lexmark refill kits $2.00

ndwol) mmm

and the latest iPods

CISCO 2610 ROUTER
With 64MB DRAM & 16MB Flash
console cable & 90 day warranty
Cisco SysTEms Good for CCNA, CCNP & CCIE studie

$349.00

HP VECTRA VL420 TOWER

Intel P4 1.7 GHz, 256MB, 20GB, CD, NIC, SND

$399.00

J

4
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First Glance

Note Zapper

Note Zapper from PG Music (www.pgmusic.com) is a simple software
application designed to help children overcome one of the most challeng-
ing hurdles of piano playing: learning how to read music. Wanting to give
kids an alternative to stuffy dictation books, Note Zapper makes a game

§ out of identifying the notes of the
bass and treble clefs.

The screen is set up like a typical
music staff, and notes scroll by corre-
sponding to whichever song has been
selected (there's a range of classical,
folk and children’s tunes to choose

Lidbissbisbosshashaddbiabond

from). When the note enters a special target area, the player has to “zap” it
by pressing the corresponding key on either the connected MIDI keyboard
or by using the mouse to click the on-screen piano keyboard replica.
Players are given encouragement and advice by a little companion similar
to the MS Word paperclip, who sits at the top of the screen and comments
things like “Good” or “Miss" in a child’s voice. Both the tempo and length of
the songs can be adjusted, and there are several difficulty modes.

While Note Zapper is a decent tool for practicing note recognition (and
even covers key signatures up to six sharps or flats), it's really only for
beginners. The range only extends to one ledger line beyond the musical
staff, and since the notes all appear as detached eighth notes, Note Zapper
won't teach your kids about rhythm or time signatures.

Note Zapper costs around $35 (from US$29).

3P Computer Sixce 1994

Web: www.3pcom.com
759 Queen St. East Toronto, Mon-Sat.: 10am-7pm
Tel:416-461-7101, Fax:416-461-7214 Email:sales@3pcom.com

3P Now Specializing in Gaming Machines

All prices are 4% cash discounted. Price subject to change without notice.

The Best of the Best Gam|ng Mach|ne AMD Sem2600+ Intel P4 24E 533 'ntel P4 3.0E 800
mpron + o A 800M
Anodized Aluminum S r Mid Tower Quiet Case Built-in Washable Ai AMD Semp 2600+ CPU Ineel 4 2-4Ghz 1M5 ChU MU DS ofa ¢ doir e
e Tl e o el | AMD Socket A Main Board | P4 533 478 Main Board P4 800 478 Main Board
ps, Swiveling up to 45 Degree Front Control Panel, Cooling 256MB 333Mhz DDR RAM 256MB 400Mhz DDR RAM
Fan 2x120mm Low-speed Low-noise with Vibration-absorbing 256MB 333Mhz DDR RAM - AT
mounting, Noisetaker 600W Power, Double Ball Bearing Cooling Fans 64MB Integrated Video 64MB Integrated Video Radeon 9200SE 128Video
Controlled by Thermal Sensor Sound/LAN10/100 Sound/LAN10/100 Integerated Sound/Lan10/100
Intel Socket?775 CPU, Universal 4 in 1 Aquarius Liquid Cooling System 40GB 7200rpm Hard Drive 40GB 7200rpm Hard Drive 80GB 7200rpm Hard Drive
ASUS Intel P4 3Ghz to Extreme PCI Express, Intel P4 3.46Ghz-1066 52X32X52 CD-RW 52X32x52 CD-RW 8X DVD+-RW Burner
Extreme, 2GB Cogair Xg‘IuSZ Extremﬂe DDR2-667 Kit - 6t Mid Tower ATX 350W case Mid Tower ATX 350W Case Mid Tower ATX 350W Case
16xDual LayerDVD+-R Burner, Configure & Enable on- rd RAID(s Keyboard/Mouse/!
2x400GB HGST SATA 7200rpm HDD, Integrated Gigbit High Speed Keyboard, Mouse/SPKs KyposiyHocae/Spaaens ord/I $§§eagkf's
Ethernet Connection, nVidia Geforce 6800 Ultra 256MB PCI Express OnI‘y s 369! Onl 3419! niy
Keyboard and Mouse Designed by ergonomic experts for your comfort] Sem2200/XP2800 $319/5459 Cel 2.4D/P42.8E $329/$469 P4 3.2E/3.4EE S659/Call
S Toronto (416) 924-3330 ‘-3’3 Oshawa (905) 725-9920 | Y
do N v 10 Wellesley St. W. g 3 | 30Taunton Rd.E.UNIT6 s
4 ' Mon-Thur:11am-7:00pm % ® § Mon.Tue.Thr:11am-7:00pm
Fri-Sat:11am-6:00pm _‘-'-!s 2 | g af® Wed.Fri.Sat:11am-6:00pm

Trusted Services by Professionals W T W, T TN T B -

ForALL Your Computer Needs! Custom Computers, Notebooks, Parts, Satellite TV, Surveillance Systems, Services, And Much More! Please Visit Our Website for More Information!

No.1 Special

AMD Sempron 2400+

$299

256MB DDR 2700 RAM Samgrne
64MB Integrated 30 Graphics,

Realtek AC97 audio,

10/100 FastEthernet — yynoumd Mouss
Maxtor 40GB/7200 HDD & Sterse Spastens)
LG 52x32x52x CORW

P4 350W ATX Mid-Tower w/Front USB 2.0

Back 2 School$519

Intel P4 3.0GH2/800FSB

ASUS P4S800-MX

512MB DDR 3200 RAM

64MB Integrated 3D Graphics,

Realtek AC97 audio, FREE

10/100 Fast Ethernet Keydoard, Mouse
WD 8065"2” HDD & Stervo Speakeny!
LG 52x32x52x CORW

P4 350W ATX Mid-Tower w/Front USB 2.0

Gaming Star§699

AMD Athlon 64-3000+

ASUS Ksv-x >
512MB DDR 3200 RAM i”
128MB nVIDIA FX5200 Graphics,
Realtek AC97 audio,

10/100 Fast Ethernet
WesternDigital 160GB/7200 8M
LG16xDVD+/-Writer Dual Layer

Internet KB, Opt. MS, and Speakers
~r=  Vparide lo MKAQ Side-window Cane
FREE  yith 456w Duai an Powest

Performance 999 HARDDRIVES  Maxtor/WD/$G

AMD Athlon 64-3500+/939

ASUS A8V-se-Deluxe
Dual Channel 512MB/400 Kit™==
256MB ATIRADEON 9550 Graphics
Integrated 6-ch audio

Gigabit Network Card
WD 160GB/7200 8M HoD

40G/80G 2M
80G/120G 8M
160G/200G 8M

$58/68
$75/105
$110/135

SATA80G/160G 8M $85/125
SATA 200G/250G 8M $145/180

OPTICAL DRIVES
52X COROM/CDRW  $18/530 | Vs v cope WAS 94,99
16X DVDROM / DVD+/-RW $28 / $85 | Srasecisummst i nories

Get News & Movies

from Hometown
Free2Air TVS
Radio Programs

o $199.99

Monthly Fee as low as
‘Whole Satellite System (1 receiver &1 dish)

BestBuy 5699
Intel P4 530 3.0GHZ/LGA 775 .
ASUS P5GD1-VM

512MB DDR 3200 RAM

96MB Intel Extreme Graphics,

Realtek AC97 audio,

10/100 Fast Ethernet

SATAWD 160GB/7200 &M
LG16xDVD+/-Writer Dual Layer
ATX Side-window wiP4 true 450W
Internet KB, Opt. MS, and Speakers

PANSAT 2500A
u&ﬁw.ssm

FORTEC Liftime Ultra
e $169.99

every day low price

LG 16X DVD#/- Writer Dual Layer  !->8DVD Duplicator  $1299 | = poysypppayamas s
ATX Side-WindowwiTruedsoW | GRAPHICS CARDS B2
Internet KB & Opt. MS, Spks MSITV TUNER $65 MDD
GF Fx5200 128M(8X) $69 )

H GF Fx5700le 256M(8X) $129
E'Igo{l‘qgmm§7l 199 GF covoar2semicity  s230 m .
Inte o
ASUS P5GD2 ATI Radeon 9250 128M 859’ Mp3/FM Radio/VoiceRec. !

DDRII Dual Channel
512MB/667 (256MBx2)

A ricouron B
—s ‘ LG = |
S I

ATI Radeon 9550 256M [
ATI X800 Pro 128MB(PCIE) $125
MONITORS

WAS 139.99

Asus Gforce 6600TD 256

PCI Express Video

Integrated 8-ch HD Audio

Gigabit LAN

SATAWD 200GB/7200 HDD

LG 16xDVD+/-RW Dual Layer
Side-Window Dual fan 450WATX Case
Microsoft Wireless KB & Opt. MS

Altec Lansing 121 Sub-woofer Speakers

Satellite Dishes
18inch Satellite Dish 345‘“"

with one Dual LNBF
33inch Satellite Dish
mmﬂl’hw ‘80 each

with two Dual LNBF
Pis. Call for other dishes as T55, T90, elc

AOC FT700 FLAT 17in.CRT ~ $130
Philips 107T FLAT 17in.CRT  $150
BenQ 557 15in. LCD $199*
nSpire Slim 17in. LCD $299
ACER1715B 17in.LCD $289
BenQ FP737-Digital 17in. LCD $299*
BenQ FP93119in. LCD $449*

*After $50 Mail-in-rebate

write laugh, writ,
HP 50pk 52xCD-R

SmartBuy 50pk 8xDVD-R$23

Slim CD Case 10pk
Single DVD Case 10pk

Double DVD Case 10pk $3

write song, write phote, write video,
e love, write life...

$2
$2.

Special Wednesday for Seniors
Any Professional Service

Valid only with coupon.
No Purchase Required

Warranty: System(1yr parts & 2yr labor) PonsJQOdoys] Please visit our stores for weekly specials and store promotions. For More Updated Prices Pls Visit : www.BesfPClU.com]

All prices are already 4% discounted for cash. Other forms of payment are on regular prices. Prices and availability are subject to change without notice

www.hubcanada.com
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Sonna

Ritek CD-R

Sonnam Computer

Mon. - Sat. (11AM - 7PM M55 2G7 | M4M 1Y3

Visit www.sonnam.com for complete price list
Promotion at 600 Gerrard St. Location Only

Promotion at

457 Spadina Ave.

Toronto, ON.
To

CDR/W 1to 1 Samsung 17"

600 Gerrard St. E. #4 | 421 Bentley St. Unit 8
Eden Shopping Centre| Markham, ON. L3R 9T2

Tel: (416)598-0557 | Tel: (416)465-2226
Fax: (416)598-2150 | Fax: (416)465-4994 |

600 Gerrard St. Location

ronto, ON. Tel: (905)475-2356

Fax: (905)475-2685
| ( Wholesale Only )

Kingston 512M

Shiny-Silver Duplicator 793DF Flat DDR400
48X / 100pk
$14.99) $599.99) (!I:)L $79.99
Onidtek Pioneer 109 Desktop Case _ DVD Case
Slim Dual
DVD-R 4x
Silver Shiny C DVR-109 ’ Included ! 100pk
100PK 16X Dual Layer P4 Power Supply
E >4 OO0 $99.99J§ $9. .99 ($15.00;
Ritek DVD-R DVD Wr|ter 200GB HDD CD Case
White Inkjet LG 16X e Slim Black
4X / 50pk iy @ OEM - 100pk
WD IDE HDD
*Stand-alone CD (.oplcr LGSZ)g?isf‘g 7200RPM SM DVD Dupllcators
*One-Touch-Copying ‘ =
*USB 2.0 link to PC/Mac | 120G $99.99
as external Drive, ‘ 160G $119.99
*Auto Detect & Copy $29.99)1e $l39.99‘ p
:High Speed & Stable g Duplicator AMD Bundle | *Fully stand alone
Support over-size CD - Supports: | AMD Sempron 2200+ | *No Mouse, KB required
(80/ 90/ 99Minutes) X CD-R, cD-RW| ECS MB E*One button to operate
m DVD+R, DVD+RW \C/l[c)l:.-l:/é)k;idlo/LAN ‘*Supports CD-R/W

($299

Acer Celeron M 1.3G

1.3G Mobile CPU
15" XGATFT
256MB DDR
30G HDD
CDRW+DVD
56K / LAN

MS XP Home

1 years warranty

I~ Ritek CD-R Ribata DVOTRY ) Digital Camera| Celeron Bundle | *Auto detect writing speed
48X 100pk  8X50pk = = Sony DSC-V1| Celeron D 2.4GHz 1to1 $299*

L'm‘:w‘n pﬁf‘i\:il)ﬁme’: ”‘"WI ?erx(;ucozmor: . ‘ 5.0MP| Intel Chipset MB 1to3 $999

=y Rzlgluhlar $24 96 R:g[:uar $36 99 ﬂ z‘l‘)'_’;’g;’d"’/l*““ ll o — $1399

& m sz ATX Case 1to 9 $ 1699

Dell Inspiron 1000
2.2G Celeron M

Inge_l P4-2.26GHz
2.26GHz/533FSB

14.1” XGATFT 256MB Memory
256MB DDR 20GB HDD
30G HDD Floppy

56K / LAN CD-ROM
CORW#DVD Audio/Video/LAN
MS XP Home *Monitor is extra Mouse & KB

1 years warranty

HP 1.5G Centrino

Pentium M 1.5G
15" XGATFT
256MB DDR
40GB HDD
CDRW+DVD
56K / LAN/WiFi

1 Year warranty

atx case EFEETE)

*Supports DVD+=R/W

AMD 64 - 3200+

ASUS K8 MB
512MB DDR
DVD+CDRW
160GB HDD
Audio / Video

A LAN/ Speaker
*Monitor is extra Mouse & KB
Windows XP

1 years warranty

Dell Insplron 700M ﬁmo Sempron 2200+
. Pentium M 1.5G ECS MB w/CPU

512MB DDR 256MB DDR
g i 20GB HDD
CDRW+DYI? CD-ROM
121" WideScreen ! Audio / Video
A *Monitor is extra LAN/ SpCakCl'

MS XP Home Mouse & KB

e
$1 799 LSy m 1 years warranty

-'intel P4 2.4GHz

ASRock MB
512MB DDR
16X DVD/RW
80GB HDD
Audio / Video
LAN/ Speaker
Mouse & KB

Windows XP Home
$799 1 years warranty

TO4a8

Small Busmess Solutions

Contact us at: (905)475-2356

We provide:  Point Of Sale System

Business & Accountant System
Surveillance Camera System
Remote Access / Control service
All Integrated & Easy to Control.

Our Business Solution is consulted by University of Toro

*** We are the Authorized Reseller of BusinessVision®,

HUB: Digital Living - Toronto Section - March 2005

Manage & Run your business from anywhere, any time(You don’t need to be there

We have demo
in both location

nto Certified Industrial Engineer.
Symbol® & Zebra® Products ***




Wireless

Road trips 21st Century style

Ever gone on a 10-hour road trip with three little kids? It's a bit of an
art, making that work well. Our family tends to take along plenty of
munchies, games and — par for the course in the 21st Century -
digital entertainment.

Road trip paraphernalia for our first digital phase (circa 2000) includ-
ed the Barbie laptop (still going strong), an old VTech keyboard bought
for $1 at a garage sale (VTechs last a long time), and Fisher-Price’s
original Pixter.

Phase two, when our eldest daughter was old enough to balance
Dad's laptop on her lap, was digitized kids' TV programs. You know,
Arthur and Dora squeezed onto a CD. At around the same time, we tried
out Leap Frog’s LeapPad and Fisher-Price’s TouchPad — two gizmos
that brought new meaning to the word reading. However, they tended
to be somewhat awkward for car and plane travel, and the actual paper
factor can be a tad difficult.

With the world converging on smaller and smaller gadgets that can do
everything, no wonder kids are now getting technological devices that
do it all, too. Where children’s use of home technology previously cen-
tred around the PC and TV, now | find my daughters spending just as
much time on the couch, or in the car, with a handheld smart toy or
video player.

Like many gadgets available today, the VideoNow has a proprietary disk
format (in this case, disks that are slightly smaller than regular CDs), so
that you have to purchase Hasbro’s content to use with the device.

And there’s the rub. Although all three testers loved the players — the
size, the colours (especially the neon green toddler unit), the head-
phones, as well as the content (about four disks each on that trip) — that
just wasn't enough.

In a world where Mom and Dad are busy downloading images and
music, surely the next generation of VideoNows, if such will exist, will
have to be capable of sucking some entertainment off of, say, the televi-
sion or the Internet.

Boston, here we come!

On a recent trip to Boston, my junior assistants were given three new-
to-market handheld kids' devices. Two are designed specifically for kids;
the third we took along just because it seemed so smashing we had to
giveitatry.

A word of advice before you travel: Make sure you have plenty of batter-
ies, or that the device can be plugged into an AC adapter.

Mattel JuiceBox

Ages 8-12 www.juicebox.com Price: $89.99
(extra media cards $25-30)

It's that awesome juice-being-sucked-out-of-a-box sound (for a sample,
g0 to juicebox.com) that has kids in a fit as they boot up this portable
video player. After that, it's more of the same — little proprietary media
cards to watch specific television cartoons.

For one of my testers that was enough, but the other two were not
happy with the content available at the time of testing, and the Juice
Box, like the VideoNow, will need a large library to compete — which could
get expensive for Mom and Dad.

Fortunately, the MP3 Adapter Kit makes it possible to download tunes,
which put my testers in Cats heaven. Plug it into the car stereo and you
have, well, almost an iPod but without the storage capacity. Which brings
us to...

Hasbro VideoNow

Ages 6 andup www.hasbro.com/videonow Price: TBA

“Wow, this is cool!” were the first words uttered by my testers when
they put on their earphones and plugged into these video-playing
devices.

VioeoNow

cELE®N -

<

Creative Zen Portable Media Center

All ages www.creative.com/PortableMediaCenters Price: $699.99

Although this product was way beyond our price range, we decided to
include it because it does all of what the previous two players do and
then some, and does not involve proprietary software.

So at that price, what’s the bonus? Content, content, and more content.
The Portable Media Centre lets you take videos, TV shows, music and
photos with you wherever you go.

While this might be a bit time consuming for parents who would rather
not be saving television shows and transferring them to the player, con-
sider the fact that this device will never grow old (well, not as quickly as
the others ], and will let you expand content endlessly (In fact, they say it
can hold up to 9,000 songs and 85 hours of movies).

While the other devices thrilled, this was the keeper. On the other hand,
at this price point it will tend to remain no more than a birthday wish.

Nintendo Game Boy Advance Video

All ages www.gba-video.com Price: $89 (video cartridges $20 - $30)

We didn't have this toy with us for testing, but suffice to say it shows
the expanding video-on-the-go options.

The same GBA (Game Boy Advance) handheld used to play video
games can be easily converted into a video player. Just plug the
proprietary video cartridge into the slot and pick from a selection of
television cartoons.

Or, travel to Japan and get a GBA Movie Player that lets you play your
own recorded movies and video. No information on when that perk will
find its way to Canada.

By Mara Gulens

www.hubcanada.com
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Zipit wireless
messenger

www.zipitwireless.com
Price: around $120 (from US$99)

If there's a constant battle in your household between those who
want to use the PC for work and those who want to use it so they
can chat with friends, there may be a solution.

The Zipit is a stand-alone clamshell-style chat device that connects
10 your wireless home network using 802.11b WiFi and allows you to
make a direct connection to MSN, AOL Instant Messenger and Yahoo
all at the same time. Because the Zipit makes a direct connection,
the good news is that you can even use it when all of the PCs in the
house are turned off.

After the Zipit is connected, all of your online friends appear in a
window that pops up every time you hit the button with the Zipit
logo, with small icons denoting the different chat services.
Unfortunately, you can only chat one-on-one with specific friends;
the Zipit doesn’t support multi-user chat mode.

Though the Zipit has a QWERTY-configured keyboard, it's definitely
not set up for touch-typing. The rubberized keys wiggle a bit when
you press them, and you have to be very firm or your letter may not
register ... it's best to take your time with the keyboard. And while
some of the punctuation is one-touch, things like the question mark,
exclamation point and the numbers require you to shift into alt-
mode.

You can easily tell which mode you're in by looking at the top of the
screen. There are three letter-icons: A, C and S, for Alt, Control and
Shift. The Alt and Shift modes both have two steps: tap the Alt or Shift
key once and only the next character will be affected; tap it twice
and it goes into Alt-lock or Caps-lock mode. There are a number of
buttons along the top too; three are dedicated to standard emoti-
cons, and three can be set up with your own emoticons. The previ-
ous and next buttons let you flip between your open windows, allow-
ing you to chat with a number of different people at the same time.
There’s a headphone jack on the back so you can chat quietly.

The Zipit uses a built-in rechargeable battery for power. Even though
it's only a monochrome LCD display, the WiFi send and receive will
certainly eat up battery power, so if you're a marathon chatter, you
may want to stay close to an outlet.

While a few things could be improved — a sturdier keyboard and a
backlit screen, perhaps — the Zipit Wireless Messenger may be just
the thing for reducing friction in the household.

By Sean Carruthers




FEBRUARY PHOTO

THE WINNER:

Congratulations to Dana Aszalos whose image was selected from among
the great shots submitted for the March “Ice” themed bi-monthly Photo
Spree contest.

Dana used a Panasonic Lumix DMC-FZ10 to capture the picture titled “Icy
Road” and resized it using Adobe Photoshop 7.0.

For submitting the winning image, Dana wins a Lexmark P315 Home Photo
Printer with an eye-catching 2.5-inch colour LCD screen for quick and easy
PC-free photo printing. The display is also put to use in PC photo printing,
displaying on-screen image previews and a count-down timer.
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This bi-monthly Photo Spree contest theme is *Spring is in the air." Now
that the ice is

eras and shoot! Keep those pictt
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res coming!
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PRESENTS ITS Bi-Monthly

The Lexmark P315 Snapshot
portable photo printer provides
great quality 4" x B" images at
home or on the road. The
P315 prints borderless,
35mm-quality images directly
from most digital cameras or
memory cards easily and quick-
ly - in as little as 38 seconds
(QuickPrint mode). The P315
comes complete with easy-to-
use editing tools to enhance

images and create
stmized prints.

PHOTO SPREE

e 4 THE CHALLENGE: Spring is in the air

THE RULES: You must use a digital camera to capture the subject.
Work can be submitted via email (contest@ppublishing.ca). Accompanying
your photo should be the make and model of the camera you used, the
names of any software you used to modify the image and, if possible, the
f/stop and shutter speed you used to take the photo.

Submit your photographs, along with the information from the form
below, by April 22, 2005. You can submit up to three photographs, all of
which must be accompanied by a submission form. Entries must be sub-
mitted via email. Files should be no bigger than 500 KB and no smaller
that 300 KB. One photo per email.

Contest Rules: Prizes must be claimed by May 20, 2005. Winners must
provide valid identification upon claiming prize. The prizes awarded are
not transferable and cannot be redeemed for cash. To enter and to be eli-
gible to win, persons must be residents of Canada, and not employees or
be domiciled with an employee of Piccolo Publishing, its affiliate compa-
nies, or advertising or promotional agencies. The winners will be select-
ed by HUB on April 23, 2005 from ameng all eligible entries received on
or before contest close date. Winners will be contacted by telephone or
email. In the event that they cannot be contacted within the first week
following the contest another entrant will be selected. All entries
become the property of HUB and may be used in subsequent advertise-
ments for the contest. All entries must be submitted by their artist and
must be original work.

HUB’s Photo Spree contest form. All submissions must contain this information. Send to contest@ppublishing.ca

Deadline: April 22, 2005 Age:

Name: Occupation/School:
Address: Title of Entry:
E-Mail: Camera Used:

Phone Number:

Software Used:

www.hubcanada.com
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Geek + EverQuest il =

ogre named Shroogia

16

I'm a geek. | try not to look and act like one most of the time, but when
my wife has to walk into my games room and tell me that six hours spent
in the role of a nine foot tall ogre is quite enough for the night, there’s lit-
tle denying it.

If role-playing can be considered a hallmark of the geek, then EverQuest
Il'is likely the pinnacle of geekdom. The sequel to one of the most popu-
lar and influential role-playing games in the world, EQIl provides players
with a persistent world filled with thousands of human- and computer-
controlled characters roaming about massive environments. Players can
take on the roles of Elves, Halflings, Dwarves, and a variety of other clas-
sical fantasy species, carrying out missions by themselves and with the
help of others. It's the
very definition of open-

ended gameplay, allow-
ing players to go any-
where, do anything, and
be anyone they want.

After picking up the
deluxe special edition
(which comes in a vel-
vet-lined and
includes a canvas map
and a special collector’s
coin, among other good-
ies] and spending a

tin

small fortune to
upgrade my PC to
ensure it met the

game's demanding

HUB: Digital Living - March 2005
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technical specifications, | sat down and played for an entire afternoon
and evening, getting up only for Doritos, soda, and bathroom breaks.

| began by creating my character: a giant, mean-looking, spiky-haired
female ogre | called Shroogia. Character fashioned, | soon found myself
aboard a ship, watching beautiful ocean swells bobbing around the hull
and learning the basics of the game through a helpful tutorial that
explained fighting, questing, and inventory management.

Eventually we landed on the Isle of Refuge, training grounds for EQIl new-
bies. | quickly discovered how to use a forge to craft useful items, then
set about defending the island’s sole fort from invading marauders. |
joined my first quest group here — simply a matter of accepting an invi-
tation or right-clicking on another character and asking him or her to join
you. Working together we laid waste to enemy strongholds and took
down the despicable Orcish leader Grimgosh.

Before leaving the Isle of Refuge, players are forced to choose a life of
good or evil; the former will send you to the beautiful, moral city of
Qeynos, the latter will dispatch you to the wicked and twisted town of
Freeport. Ogres are one of the game’s few inherently evil species, so |
wasn't given the choice. Off to Freeport | went.

I've now spent dozens of hours in Freeport, exploring its dark alleys and
surrounding countryside, and have spoken to hundreds of NPCs to find
quests that allow me to make money and earn experience. I'm just now
starting to get a clear picture of the scope of Freeport, its boroughs, and
its sewers. Much of the outside world is still off-limits to me, as the
creatures occupying these lands would make short work of my level 16
character.

As citizen of Freeport I've made certain to refuse any missions with even
a hint of altruism and have gone to great lengths to seek out quests
involving inherently evil acts, such as beating merchants and assassi-
nating rebels. However, |'ve recently accepted a mission to betray my
city. I'm keen to know if the game will actually allow me to leave Freeport
and begin working for Qeynos — | hope to bring my own patented brand
of immorality and mayhem to that town of goody-two-shoes.
Unfortunately, I'm at least three or four character levels away from being
able to successfully undertake the tasks associated with the betrayal
mission, and, as is the case for most massively multiplayer online role-
playing games, going up a single level in EQIl can take many hours.

But | won't give up. As a game reviewer I'm often forced to place my jour-
neys through EQII's cities and countryside on pause in order to explore
other video game worlds, but there are few games that have kept me
coming back the way EQIl has. | expect that I'll be exploring new lands
and hooking up with old pals in EverQuest Il for months — perhaps even
years — to come. Like | said, I'm a geek.

By Chad Sapieha

www.hubcanada.com
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‘ Total Gamer - Reviews

NBA Live 2005

Publisher: EA Sporis  Developer: EA Canada Platform: PC

Not all basketball games are created equal. Developed by Electronic Arts
Canada, NBA Live 2005 is a slam-dunk sports simulation that excels in
every department — from the unprecedented ball control and wealth of
solo and multiplayer options to the stunningly real graphics and sneaker-
squeaking sound effects.

And not only is it less than $20 but because this popular console game is
now available on the PC, you can play as or against your favourite NBA
team while cruising at 30,000 feet.

New to the series is something the game makers call “freestyle control,”
which in plain English means you can control the movement of the player
and the ball a lot easier than in past games. It feels much more intuitive,
whether you're dribbling, deking out opponents, pulling off gravity defying
dunks or working your defensive plays. That said, rather than using the
computer keyboard, an inexpensive USB gamepad is highly recommended.
Also new to the franchise is a deeper Dynasty mode that challenges you to
take your team
through 25 con-
secutive sea-
sons. Other addi-
tions include the
introduction of an
All-Star mode
(complete with
slam-dunk con-
tests and three-
point shoot-

outs), new motion cap-
ture animations, a Killer
hip-hop soundtrack, and
the ability to customize a
player’s face, body and
clothing from a seeming-
ly endless supply of
options.

Gamers who want to play
against a friend can do
so on the same PC or via the Internet. Online play works smoothly; simply
join or start a game in the game’s lobby, pick the team you want to play
and take to the court.

There are a few niggles in NBA Live 2005, such as Al defense that can be a
bit wonky at times (e.g. leaving big open gaps or jumping prematurely to
block a shot). Another beef: you can’t download an updated team roster,
therefore the Toronto Raptors still has defector Vince Carter.

Minor shortcomings aside, b-ball fans in search of the quintessential bas-
ketball game won't find a better offering than NBA Live 2005. Its slick pres-
entation, fun gameplay and multiple game modes make it the most well-
rounded and polished pick for laptop or desktop PCs.

By Marc Saltzman

-Realistic sim
-Great graphics
-Many modes

-Computer-controlled
defense can be dumb
-Can't update team rosters

Interactive PC basketball at it's best - whether

*
+*
*
*
% you're itching to alley-oop at home, work, school or on the road.

Worms Forts:
Under Siege

Publisher: Sega Developer: Team 17 Platform: PC

Incase you've never played
any of the deliciously silly but
challenging Worms titles,
these turn-based strategy
games pit two squads of
worms against one another,
each of whom must use
wacky weapons to blow the
other team off the map.

As the name suggests, Worms
Forts: Under Siege now adds a defensive component as players must build
towers, walls and ramparts to protect your four-worm platoon. Other struc-
tures must be built, such as hospitals (to heal the wounded) and research
facilities (to devise bigger and better weapons).

Along with a typical war arsenal of grenades and missiles, bizarre weapons
include exploding caribou, crazy monkeys and a “homing pigeon” who flies

-Some awkward camera
angles
-Slight hiccups in animation

-Great concept
-Many game modes
-Good tutorial

A fun and funny strategy game.
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into enemy territory
and then nose-dives
into their stronghold.
Laugh all you like
(and you will) but
the game requires a
lot of tactical savoir-
faire to successfully
demolish the enemy
—and now, the
enemy’s base. A tip:
Consider wind speed
and direction when firing projectile weapons if you want to win on one of
the outdoor levels. Once missions are completed, Worms Forts: Under
Siege unlocks new weapons, buildings, fort styles and environments.

This PC version of the game includes many single-player modes (cam-
paign and quick matches, for example) as well as support for “hot-seat”
play for up to four players on the same PC or Internet play for online gam-
ing.

The biggest issue with the game is some awkward camera angles that can
make it difficult to gain a clear view of your worm’s environment.

The 503MB PC version of the game can be downloaded at trygames.com
and played for free for 60 minutes before being given the option to pur-
chase and own the game for $32. PS2 and Xbox versions are also available
for $30.

More fun than a can of worms and barrel of crazy monkeys, Worms Forts:
Under Siege is perfect for strategy nuts with a good sense of humour.

By Marc Saltzman

www.hubcanada.com
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Tork: Prehistoric Punk

Publisher: Ubisoft

Tork is a pretty standard action/platform game,
but it's executed well and has a few frills that
raise it above “by-the-numbers.”

You play the titular prehistoric punk out to res-
cue your father from Orgus and his evil tribe.
You have a club to whack foes, bolas to pick
them off at a distance, and you can also
shapeshift into various creatures, like an
armadillo or the powerful giant blue yeti. This
will give you extra powers to attack things or
get around.

After a few initial levels of whacking obstacles
and foes, you are sent to a hub area where you
can try out different worlds in the order you
choose. The usual themes are presented —
canyons, snow, lava, and so on. Extra variety is
added by throwing in a time-traveling gimmick.
You will also visit medieval and modern-day set-
tings. As a result, you get a variety of monsters

-Frequent checkpoints -Weak camera control
-Ability to morph into cool

creatures other platform games

*
o title.

Developer: Tiwak SAS Platform: Xbox

-Not very different from

A decent game, but it's definitely a rent-first kind

including prehistoric critters,
cavemen and robots.

The game looks pretty good,
and the levels have a few nice
visual splashes. The winter
levels have avalanches with
nice particle effects, and you
can occasionally see a nifty
reflection of Tork on the icy
surfaces. Sounds are cartoony
but crisp — every smack feels
right.

Most of the above will feel
familiar, as will some of the

complaints. The camera can be a little finicky,
and your control over it is feeble. However, it
isn't an issue all that often. | am pretty pleased
with the checkpoint system though. First, they
putin lots of them, so the game is not frustrat-
ing. Plus, you register a checkpoint by whack-
ing a gong. Fun.
There is nothing revolutionary about Tork, but
it's a competent plat-
former, and it is usually
priced lower than a typical
Xbox game. If you haven't
done this kind of game in
awhile, give it a shot.

By Jason Maclsaac
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Mercenarles

Publisher: LucasArts

emic Studios Platform: PS2, Xbox

Finally, a game that performs as
advertised: if you see it, you can
indeed annihilate it in
Mercenaries. A take-no-prisoners
third-person shooter from
Pandemic Studios, makers of
Full Spectrum Warrior, the title is
sure to strike a chord with any
self-respecting, red-blooded
male. Why? Because everything
dies, disintegrates or explodes in spectacular fashion once you train an

assault rifle or anti-tank weapon on it. And the more you ravage the sprawl-

ing outdoor landscapes wherein engagements are set, the additional
money you make. The kicker: the larger one's cash reserves are, the
greater the frequency with which ammo and weapons drop and air strikes
or bunker buster bombs can be summoned at whim.

Even the story is electric; a coup'’s been launched within North Korea and,
as one of three heavily armed soldiers of fortune, you're called in to cap-
ture a rogue general and his top aides. Tracking down and apprehending

-Destructible landscapes
-Huge range of vehicles and
weapons

-Occasionally lengthy load
times

It's a dirty job, but someone’s got to do it: specifi-

cally, you.

the wanted parties, desig-
nated as a deck of 52 play-
ing cards, is a challenge. But
tougher still is the need to
play different sides of the
conflict to accomplish your
mission. Between the Allies,
Chinese, Koreans, and
Russian Mafia, you've got a
wide range of potential con-
spirators. Choosing business partners is a sketchy affair, though — while
you may gain additional support in the field, you also run the risk of alien-
ating former associates. Therefore players must exercise extreme caution
while wandering the 3D war zones.
Though audio-visually solid, it's the actual gameplay where the affair really
shines. Whether jacking tanks, trucks or SUVs (any vehicle’s fair game) or
watching as support helicopters are unceremoniously downed by enemy
rockets, the action never fails to impress. The upshot: it's as if you're doing
battle throughout a living,
breathing world. Taking a
fairly basic premise — kill
absolutely everything that
moves — and adding con-
siderable depth, shoot ...
this puppy blows conven-
tional run-and-gun romps
to smithereens.

By Scott Steinberg

The Getaway:
Black Monday

Publisher: SCEA Developer: SCEE [London) Platform

You know how most games make us want to skip through the story
sequences and get straight to the action? The Getaway: Black Monday, the
sequel to 2003's lukewarmly received The Getaway, is the exact opposite.

| found myself enduring clunky gameplay just to get back to the game’s
surprisingly gripping story, which focuses on a London cop with a dark his-
tory and a reputation for being a loose cannon. Black Monday's dialogue is
tight, hip and compelling, the acting is Hollywood quality from start to fin-
ish, and the movie sequences are expertly framed and blocked. In short,
Black Monday's story outshines its game play by a country mile.

There are two distinct forms of play in the game: driving and shooting. The
driving levels see players navigating the streets of London as they tail sus-
i i\ pects, engage in
high-speed chas-

es, and ferry
policemen to
crime scenes.
Unfortunately,
most of these
missions are dull,
requiring players
to do little more
than dodge traffic
and return a bit of
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gunfire en route to various
destinations. Black Monday
also fails to provide satisfying
driving physics; more often
than not the player’s car sim-
ply gets pushed to the side of
any obstacles it hits rather
than bowling them over or get-
ting stopped cold.

The action levels aren't much
more fun than the driving. Artificial intelligence simply doesn't exist in
Black Monday; cops and criminals just stand around ignoring each other or
carry out scripted actions that lead them to certain death.

Worse than the Al, Black Monday's camera always seems to move in the
wrong direction at the wrong time, and the player can only swing it about
sixty degrees to either side rather than all the way around. This frustrating
camera made the game’s epic length shoot-outs — which involve lots of
peaking through doorways and peering around corners — aggravating
enough to make me start pulling out my hair (and that's an activity | really
can't afford to engage in).

By Chad Sapieha

-A nasty, nasty camera
-Unrealistic driving collisions
-Poor artificial intelligence

-Snappy British dialogue
~Dark, gritty story

It's not much of a game, but there might be a
decent movie in here somewhere. ..

www.hubcanada.com
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Total Gamer - Handheld I

Developer: Exient

EA's soccer block-
buster FIFA 2005
works well on the
N-Gage and puts
the system’s
ample buttons to
good use.
Depending on the
context (attacker,
! defender or goal-
keeper), players can pass, shoot, sprint, lob the
ball, or hard tackle. Though things like being able
to deke and do fancy footwork are absent, FIFA
2005 does strike a nice balance by offering a
move-list that has enough variety to remain
engaging but not so many choices as to be
overwhelming.
The game’s attention to detail would be impres-
sive on a console, let alone a handheld. There

-impressive depth

-Intuitive controls ulate

could appreciate

-Al somewhat easy to manip-

An accessible game that even non-soccer fans

FIFA Soccer 2005

Publisher: EA Sports

Platform: N-Gage

are more than 500 teams to select, with up-to-
date rosters and uniforms representative of vir-
tually every professional league imaginable. The
field can be affected by various weather condi-
tions, and a vocal stadium crowd reacts to the
action with groans, cheers and singing.

In-game animation is fluid, and the N-Gage han-
dles the instant replays and other 30
sequences well.

New to the 2005 edition is the excellent Career
Mode, which lets you take on managerial duties
of a chosen team through five seasons and
work to achieve the goals set out for you

by management.

With matches that last mere minutes, FIFA 2005
is the perfect pick-up-and-play soccer experi-
ence, and one of the N-Gage's strongest titles

to date.

By Erin Bell

The Minish Cap

Publisher: Nintendo Developer: Capcom

The Legend of
Zelda: The
Minish Cap is
unlike any
Zelda game in
recent memory
in that an out-
side developer
was responsible
for its creation.
Capcom has
done an excel-
lent job of recre-
' ating the classic
feel but has added its own creative flair, which
helps to keep the concept somewhat fresh. As
the title hints, the Minish Cap is an important

-Shrinking opens interesting

LEVEL possibilities

L2

-New gadgets

puzzles

W ¢ ‘ Zlm
00400j05}00}00j00f00}00

weight in gold
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The Legend of Zelda:

Platform: Game Boy Advance

part of the
gameplay. By
donning the hat
found fairly
g WP early on, Link
N can shrink him-
- self using por-
tals scattered strategically around the world.
Shrinking down sometimes leaves Link as a
miniature in the regular sized world, allowing
him to go places that the full-sized Link can't
squeeze into. At the same time, it can also
impede his travels by turning a tiny pebble into
an immovable boulder, for example.
The new gadgets and tricks at Link’s disposal
will delight fans of the series. Minish Cap is true
to its roots but at the same time manages to
expand on the formula.
By Andrew Moore-Crispin

> )

-Won't sway non-fans
-A few overly frustrating

For fans of the series, Minish Cap is worth its



You're in war torn Europe.
You've been ambushed. Do you:
A. Hold your position?
B. Pull Back? o
C. Call your buddies aﬁ the

X
Ny

Recruit your buddies in Pathway to Glory.
The mobile online multiplayer war game.

Collaborate with your friends to take on your enemies around the & ? anyone
world in Pathway to Glory. As WWII rages, the struggle for Europe N-G13 e s
is at a critical point. Command a multinational team of highly NOKIA

trained WWII soldiers to take on your opponents on the N-Gage™
Arena. Mobile online multiplayer warfare on the new pocket sized
N-Gage QD and N-Gage mobile game deck devices.

n-gage.ca
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