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Dell |Home

Tons of stuffing.

Tons of options. Tons of features. Get it all at DELL”

Your relationship with Dell doesn’t end with a sale. It starts with one. Our warranty and service
options ensure you'll be looked after when everyone eise has left the party. Get reliable
hardware/technical suppart over the phone or onsite - 24/7, 365 days a year. Call or click today.
Ploass Nots: All sévertissd prices sxclude shipping and taxns. Ses footnots 1 for currast shipping charges
Dell recemmends Microsoft® Windows® XP.

Intormst Access
Included with all

Dell | Desktops Dell |Notebook
Dimension™ 2400 Desktop Dimension 4600 Desktop Inspiron™ 1100 Notebook
Affordable Performance Desktop Exceptional Performance Mobility and Versatility

SAVE $200° SAVE $500° SAVE 8255
Reg. Price S96% Reg. Price $1099 Reg Price $15T

il i) 1
s7% (UOTE WHEN ORDERING $14% OUOTE WHEN ORDERING s1499 QUOTE WHEN ORDERING
E Value Code: 71125 CHBCP12 E Valus Cade: 71125 CHGCP12 E Value Code: 71125 CH11CHD
« intel® Celeron® Processor at 2.40GH:z + lmtel® Pentium® 4 Processor with HT Technology - intel Pentium 4 Processer’ st 2406H:
+ Microsoft® Windows® XP Home ot 280GHz + B0OMH: front side bus + Microsoft Windows XP Home
+ 256MB shared® DDR SDRAM at 266MH: « Microsoft Windows XP Home +15" XGA TFT Display (1024 x 768)
+BOGB Uttra ATA-100 Hard Drive (7200 RPM) «512MB Dual Channel DDR SDRAM at 400MH: +512MB shared® DDA SDRAM et 266MH:
«17° (18.0" v.is., 25dp) M782 Fiat Screen CAT «120GB SATA Hard Drive (7200 RPM) +B0GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive
Monitor - 15" E151FPh Flat Panel Display  Fixed Intemal 24X CO-AW/DVD Combo Drive
+ Integratad Intsl® 30 Extreme Graphics + 128MB GeForce FX 5200 Graphics Card with TV-Out  « Integratad Intel Extreme Graphics
« 48X CD-AW/DVD Comba Drive + 16X DVD-ROM Drive - WordPerfict Productivity Pack
« Stereo Speakers « 4 DVD+AW/+H* Drive including Sonic RecordNow « Intemal Modem and NIC
+ Integratad 10/100 Ethemet and MyDVD LE +1 Yoar Retum to Depot Service'
WordPerfect® Productivity Pack - Dell A425 Speskers with Subwooler - Upgrads to 3 Year Retarn to Depot Service'
*1 Year in-Home Service* « Integrated inte?® PRO 10/100 Ethernet for $130°
- Upgrade 1o 3 Year In-Home Service' for $169' WordPerfect Productivity Pack
*1 Year in-Home Service'

* Upgrade to 3 Year In-Home Service' for $169°

Enhance your system with:

+ Belkin 7-Qutiet Surge Suppressor Add $15'

+512V8 shared® DOR SDRAM at 333MHz  Add $140°
+ 18" (18.0° v.is., 24dp) Flat Screen
CAT Monitor

Add $160'

Enhance your system with:
« 128MB Dell USB Memory Key
* Dell Alkin-One AS20 Printer

« 17" E172FPb Flat Panel Display

Add $89'

Enhance your system with:

+12 Cell Lithium lon Battery

Add $119'  + BAMB Dell USB Mamary Key
Add $180  » Dell TrueMobile™ 1300 802.11 b/g

54Mbps Wiraless PC Card

Add $39'
Add $49'

Add §99'

Home systems.
Call or click for details

Software &
Dell Peripherals

Enhance your system

DELL" Digital Jukebox
DJ15

o

We have over 40,000
software & peripheral
products for you to
choose from. Visit
dell.ca/peripherals

A holiday from shopping. Easy as ML

# Order the easy way. Visit www.dell.ca or call toll-free 1-877-876-7565

MON-FRI BAM-10PM EST « SAT 10AM-6PM EST » SERVICE IN FRENCH: MON-FRI BAM-7PM EST = SAT 10AM-6PM EST

Advertised configurstions and limited time offers only available to customers in Canada All purchases subyect to Dell's Customer Agreement or Deil's standard terms of sale, Dell's limitad warranty terms and the applicable
Dl or third party sarvice sgresment. Copies available 0 request or ot www deilca. Al prices, specifications sad promotional offers sre subject to ermo«, cancelistion or change at any time without notice. All
advertised offers are not combinable with other offers or volume based or other discounts 1o which you mey be entitled. Remember to back-up your data. Dell is not responsible for lost or comupt data or software. Limit one
IllﬂﬂmmHmhmnﬂmahﬂmwmwmhwhmhmuhmm 1. CURRENT STANDARD SHIPPING CHARGES:
$129 FOR DIMENSION AND INSPIRON, £5 FOR THE DELL AXIM, $15 FOR ALL OTHER SOFTWARE AND PERIPHERALS. Pricing is not combinabla with any other offers to which you may be entited unless
specificaily advertised. Availability mey be fimited. Pre-ioaded software does not include documentation and may differ from reteil version 2. Promational offer available with eligibie purchase made between now and
December 31, 2003, 10pm EST. To recoive the advertisad prico you must mention or input {on-fina) the £ Valuo Code adverfised beside the price point 3. Power management features fimit processor speed 1o maintain system
cooling or power requirements 4, See Dell's limited warranty terms and the appiicable Defl or thid party Service Contract for service and wamanty terms and conditions. Copies available on request or at www.defl ca.
Sarvicas may not be available in all arees. in-Homs service rafers 10 Deil's Mext Business Day On-Site Service. In-Home servica may be provided by a third sty cortract with customen and may not he avaitable in cartaim
aroas. TECHNICIAN WILL BE DISPATCHED, iF NECESSARY, FOLLOWING PHONE-BASED TROUBLESHOUTING. Dall must notify the sarvice provider befors 5:00 pm local customer time; otherwise it may take an additional
business day. S Up to BAMB of systsm memory may ba allocated to support graphics, depending on system memory siz and other factors B, Discs bumed with this drive may not ba compatible with some drives and _
players; using OVD+A madia provides maximum compatibility ™ Dell, the Dell logo, Dimension, inspiron, Axim and Ba Direct are trademarks of Dell inc. ™ Microsoft, MS, Intellimousa, Windows and Windows NT are registersd &
trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. ™ Inted, Intel Inside, the Intel Inside logo, Inte! Centring, the Intel Cantrino logo, Pentium and Celeron are trademarks or regi stered trademarks of inte! Corporation g
or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. ™ All other trademarks and registared trademarks ans the property of thair registered hoiders. © 2003 Dell Inc. All rights reserved. _



SAMSUNG DIGITal

everyone's invited.

10" LCD visual display.
ow from Samsung.

cesnannan

» Lower lifetime operating COsts for sesssssssssessssssssssssansnssssens That’s DigitA” Captivation.

4 grea;:':::f;?oz: :V:rs;tmim_ oS For large-scale visual displays, nothing commands attention like LCD from
- avrmdding i Samsung. Introducing the all-new 403T LCD, a bright 40-inch display ideal
* No cooling fan for quieter operation : . . ¥ i %
: for high traffic and even high ambient light locations. Our LCD technology
* Uses 2-3 times less power than other 5 - z . g
large format displays allows round-the-clock operation with an impressive screen life of up to
60,000 hours. And, with ultra-crisp, high-resolution imagery, it's guaranteed

to captivate an audience. Just try not to stare too long. We wouldn't want
you to miss your flight.

--++++ Visit www.samsung.ca or call 1-800-SAMSUNG (726-7864)
For Mississauga call: 905-542-3837

©2003 Samsung Electronics Canada, Inc. All brand and product names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies.
Product appearance and specifications are subject to change without notice. Check with your local computer dealer for availabiity and pricing.

Screen images simulated.
30617521



Great technology. Great selection. Great Service.

@kHollday Savings!

Final FantasyXl:PC  AsusRadeon9600SE  AMD Athlon 2500+ XP
Tbeﬂhlzsy(itneﬁoesﬂll.ll!! WWMM?W&TV&& WV«ﬂonwmlewWy
2 98 9 — 2398
Ll 16 =  AMDI 1
% 104761028 < 10681-1028 Athlonxe 57321028
anshh*mhh w.128MB of DDR memory & Video out. m“x;"
award-winning FINAL FANTASY series. How!
Seest o Egs [T S
M&Tﬂﬁqmmw 10703-1028 s659 \un.u:::uu Evecution of Applications
Soltek 75FRN2-L wot*  Kingston HyperXRAM 40 Gig Hard Drive
NVidia NForce 2 Athlon Motherboard  High Performance DDR Memory Seagate Barracuda 7200 RPM
. 103* ==2d149° 74"
A 9013-1028 10799-1028 §471-1028
SZEE o9 e,
o e el ‘ MyDVD & PowerDVD
R -HardoPam f“_’]“m 10548-1028 91382
- Lexmarke210Printer  ToshibaSatellite P20 M| Motherboards
= Laser Printer - Perfect for your new system!

P20-GPV P4 3.2 GHz Notebook MSI“BNEO-lSodmm(H)

s - Ti6”
: — umoza 10340-1028
£ X74AI-h-0nennu MSI K7N2 Delta-L nForce2 Socket A
EEgYT 99"
g Khﬁ- -
kﬂ::: 802.119& a CDRW/DVD combo drive for the m

D et ety 108401028 Brning of s orviewing of DVBx. 9769-1028

M,‘
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naxPCGamer XP 100 s .
ooy MAXPCVesta 1000 Acer Ferrari 3000LMI
Great garming performance ! HWM*MNGM AMD-M2500+povmedebookP(

The ncixPC Gamer XP 100 features amazing
gaming performance without breaking the bank.

029 2499

FAST & EASY shipping to anywhere in Canada!
Toll Free:

Vancouver: 604.739.9985
Bumaby: 604.451.8682

Subscribe to our weekly newsletter and get a chance to win...
. l\”mm Hypevx PCSZOO 5 1 2 meq DDR Klt

Enter the NCIX.com SAVINGS CODE
® for special advertised prices! Vv

1.888.NCIX888

ance Memor

ww.NCIX.com — you'll find the
he right har

Intel’ Pentium4 2.6GHz

RetailC Vrsionvith 3 Yer Waranty

239"

Eter SAVINGS D0
9747-1028
800 MHz FSB - The

NCIX.com SAVINGS CODE
ide of the nmp;

Includes High Speed Fan
and Heatink

Soltek QBic EQ3702M

Socket A Barebones Mini-PC/ Mimrored

349"

.‘ 10741 1028

AMD Socket 462 (Socket A) Processors w. 200/266/333
FSBsupport, nVidia Crush 186 (6P) + nVidia MCP2-T,
Supports 2x DDR 333/266/200, nVidia GeForce 4 MX,
with dual display support & MORE! Low Noise!

&L Monitors

Samngmomasnrcm
B 168"
& Smos

Samsung 171N 17" LCD

1230x1024Resoht§m %
553
sutr EXACTLY mewarvouwar

Plan, build and tweak your dream computer on-line
with NCIX.com's exdusive PC Builder.

8758-1028

Specify everything EXACTLY the way you want it, then
build it yourself or have us assemble, test and bum-in
your new PC for you.

Limited quantities available on some advertised items. We reserve the right o limit quantities sold. © 2003 NCIX com/Netlink Computer inc. AR rights reserved. We are not responsible for any typographical ermors

Indudes the benchmark winnng ATl Radeon ~—"—7"-‘_— 5
9800 Pro video card, 512 meg of high gz o -
g(l:x Pt g e P50 & 10189-1028 Y i
memory, 120 gigabytes of ultra quiet
Storage from Seagate, Logitech MO wreiess  P424GH2C,ntegpated Seral ATA and Sound, 256MB PG00D0R, This Ferrar RED coloured natebook features a stunning 15 inch -
51 54998 Keyboard/mouse comdiaton, amazingnVida  BOGBT200RPM Hard Drve, PYS600 LBVB AGPEXS2A252(16 LCD display, 512 meg RAM, 60 gig HO, DVD-+-RW optical drive,
SoundStorm audka, 2 48x (-RW bumer and (DWeter VD combo & Aec Lansi System. AT Radeon Mobility 9200 GPU & Windows XP Home.
'-ﬁms Macrosoft Windows XP Home. Ml—_-“
LEASING AVAILABLE CALL TODAY
&O_HDDBG FEES!| TWO GREAT LOCATIONS! Store, Support, Order Fulfillment and Shipping Hours
Weghdyyacceptintersc Vs Mastwcand | BURNABY: 5068 Kingsway, Burnaby, BC, VSH 2E7, Canada (2 blocks east of Metrown) Mon to Fri: 9:30 AM to 6:30 PM, Sat: 10 AM to 5:30 PM. (PST)
American Express, Diner's b & PayPal. a N
- G VANCOUVER: 1843 W. Broadway, Vancouver, BC, V6J 1Y5, Canada (1/2 block west of Burrard) ~ Closed Sundays and holidays.
| TER g y : ) ’ ’ |
e il



@ LG

Life's Good

Believe your (Sl ESeak{e

Your eyes will tell you. Simply beautiful.
The LG 20 series Flatron LCD monitor,
winner of the prestigious iF Design
Award for 2003. Stunning good looks
on the outside. Inside, cutting-edge
features, including LG's exclusive
Lightview technology that lets you
choose the best lighting for any
ambient light condition.

LG, trust your eyes and our vision.

The LG 20 series Flatron LCD monitor in
23", 17" and 15" models

www.lg.ca

LG and the LG logo are registered trademarks of LG Electronics Canada inc.



See the Difference ==y

B . R From acclaimed HDTV displays
af/ ’/_,',/'_ ', s

like the 27" N2700w LCD TV to

the gigantic new 56" (diagonal)

N5600w rear-projection TV,
ViewSonic introduces

7

J

comprehensive digital
multimedia and display
systems designed to
create a revolution in
versatility, convenience
and quality. Award-winning
ViewSonic
products,
including
breakthrough
mobile and
wireless
'~ displays, large-
screen plasmas, wide-
screen LCDs, entertainment PCs
and dazzling projectors,
e

\

2 ‘\._ )\ to entertainment,

offer you total access

\ information and
communications,
anytime, anywhere.
And more than 1000
awards for innovation and
user satisfaction mirrors
ViewSonic's
dedication to
developing great
ideas with vision.
See how you!'ll
be viewing
the future. It's all available now
from the #1 monitor display
company in the U.S*

ViewSonic.

> Because life is
how you View it.
See it all.
www.ViewSonic.com

Ove ¥ | ViewSonic
T ; | ¥ See the difference!
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On our cover: 22
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The gift of WiFi 16
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: §88.222.7300
Tigerbirect.ca T DEALS!

- < - - » '
he=r- W TigerSystems Pentium 4 2.6 GHz R | pprF=¥] 154" hosbook
AMD XP 2500+ « 512M8 DOR PC2100 + 4068 7200 RPH Hard Drive * Sony DVDLAN ‘ * 42 8123299
$95 99 151 0V0-A0H + 520452 C3-BW e board Soraed Vi = I W
« Athlon XP 2500+ Barion B Onboard Audio And 10/100 LAN 56K Modem #91-P4-036054 \Brve R

g « 512M8 DR Memory
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. & ol : ] .

 XP fome. #¥52-2500 [ * Mool Widows 7 fome From
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Linn emachines
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« 1068 Hard Drive « USH ;  Athlon XP 20000+

« 256MB + 60GB ~CORW
* XP Homs Edition
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« 2MB Gache = 8.5 Seek Rate
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HIEFTEC EXTREME PG CASES!

You\e seen these cases in hih-performance Gamer systems eise- [l 32 Nosarn/
where.... now they are available here at an unbelievable price! This case is Optical Zoom
foaded with allthe goodies; clear side panel, 5 drive bays with slide out [ * .8” IFT 6D
ca%f. four fan cages and much more. Plus, they come in 7 designer

colours with wireless keyboard and mouse

’“"Sg 99 moRIvE

#ORG-M-BL-F
Canon 450

« Print speeds up to < &
18opm black text & 3.
and 12ppm colour s | 342

« 4800x1200

« US8 Connectivity

* Holds 100 )
Sheet §

#0125-1366

Vision Intel P4 2.66 GHz Server
DUAL 12068 RACKMOUNTABLE

; « P4 2666Hz CPU

10 US 20 ports, FiraWire por, | $1$299 « 168 DOR Memory

mo ’;ozcm and media s 99 \ JUST « Dual (2) 12068 KD

#6203 (Blck) o #U10-202 (Wi ; #nz25  Amazing Performance , Ouistanding Price!
== BUY TODAY...IT SHIPS TODAY! COMPUTERS, COMPONENTS AND MORE!

0.££4.19U0

a OR SHOP ONLINE: www.tigerdirect.ca/c REGISTER NOW FOR OUR E-MAIL DEALS NEWSLETTER!




Editorisl

By the time this issue hits the streets, it will be a week into the biggest
shopping season of the year. For some it’s a reason to rejoice, for others
it's a reason to recoil as they see the annual holiday advertising tsuna-
mi heading in their direction once again. To help those troubled souls —
as well as for those who embrace their inner consumer — we've com-
piled a Gift Guide (pages 12 to 33) that goes beyond the usual “ideas”
culled from press releases that are found in a lot of magazines this
time of year. All of the gadgets and gear in this
AL E et issue have been in the hands of HUB editors and
contributors. To signify this, we are introducing the

HUB Tested logo this month, which we've incorporated into the first page of the

Gift Guide. The heavy lifting for this issue was done by Senior Product Review

Editor, Sean Carruthers, who coordinated all of the reviews and made sure that

we have something for everyone. So, happy shopping, and, more importantly, have a great holiday

and best wishes for the new year from everyone at HUB: Digital Living.

—Megan Johnston, Editor

Letters: The gadgets you love

We had a lot of feedback on your favourite digital gadgets. Here are a few of our favourite letters:
When we were visiting my wife's grandmother in September, | happened to bring my MP3 player with
me — it's so small that | had forgotten to take it out of my shirt pocket. Pulling it out, | remembered
that | could also record with it, and so we spent the next couple hours talking with Olive, and record-
ing her reminiscences. Not long after we returned to Winnipeg, Olive passed away, and we realized
then that the audio captured by the MP3 player was the only recording of her voice ever made, one
that will always be precious to the entire family. —Mark Morton, Winnipeg

My favorite digital gadget... has to be my hearing aid. Having gone with an analogue unit for the
majority of my life, | decided to take the jump in my midlife and purchase a digital unit. The experi-
ence is unbelievable, | am able to hear conversation and sound much clearer and at a further dis-
tance... and feedback has be reduced.... This digital device pretty well destroyed all of my own
excuses of not hearing the individuals, especially my wife. —Luciano Borrello, Vaughan, Ont.

Itis a tie between by Dell Axim X5 (PDA] and my Xbox. Both are wirelessly connected to my PC. With
this setup | can easily transfer files, play MP3s, play movies, access email, and the Internet (on my
PDA] from my PC instantly in my home! The Xbox also acts as a secondary file server, allowing me to
store files on its harddrive, which is upgraded to a 120 GB from its regular 8 GB. The next project is,
of course, setting up my home theatre PCand connecting it to a HDTV projector. —Trung Ta, Toronto

IS
=3
O A LIVING
Volume 16 : Number 13
EDITORIAL

Editor Megan Johnston
megan_ johnston@hubcanada.com
Managing Editor Nestor Gula

nestor_gula@hubcanada.com
Senior Product Editor ~ Sean Carruthers
sean_carruthers@hubcanada.com
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sharlene_myers@hubcanada.com
Web Editor Jessica Malone

jessica_malone@hubcanada.com
Contributing Editor David Tanaka
Art Director Steven Stoner
Graphic Designer Chris Brockley
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COMING UP

January 2004

Digital Video
National ad booking deadline Mon., Dec. 29
Regional ad baoking deadline Fri, Jan.2

Ad deadline Mon. Jan. §
Distribution begins Wed. Jan. 14
February 2004
Home Automation

National ad booking deadline  Wed, Jan. 21
Regional ad booking deadline  Thurs,, Jan. 22
Ad deadline Mon, Jan. 26
Distribution begins Wed., Feb. 4

March 2004
Music
Ad booking deadiine Wednesday, Feb. 18
Ad deadline Monday, Feb. 23
Distribution begins Wednesday, Mar. 3

Letter of the month contest

The prize this month goes to Joe Larotta of Calgary:
“Thanks for your article on GPS [l know exactly where | am,” HUB November]. | bought a portable GPS
last spring (the Magellan SportTrak Map) and recommend to anyone who is thinking of getting one to go
ahead and do so. Especially if you are thinking of Geocaching. My family have become avid Geocachers
and have found all kinds of “treasures.” Though we are not big hikers, the beauty of geocaching is that
there are many caches hidden throughout urban parks here in Calgary (and surely every city in
Canada). As we've become more adventurous, we've visited some more remote locations, seen some
fantastic sights, and have had a great deal of affordable family fun. It sure makes it worth while to
wade through thorn bushes and battle mosquitoes when | hear one of my daughters
excitedly scream, ‘| found it!”

Fujifilm Canada is giving away a digital camera for the best letter of
the issue. The camera is its new pocket-size Fuji FinePix A205, a 2.0
megapixel model, with 3X zoom, and 1.5-inch colour LCD monitor for
reviewing shots and navigating the commands. This month, in addi-
tion to feedback on the issue, tell us if you've made New Year's reso-
lutions involving digital technolgoy.

Drop us a line atletters@hubcanada.com.

"is strictly prohibi here

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions 12 Issues $34.95

US $75 in US. funds, Overseas $135 Cdn
Email subscriptions@hubcanada.com
Tel. (toll-free) 1-800-465-3517

Canadian Publication Mail, Sales Product Agreement
#40064828. Printed in Canada. ISSN 0840-3929.
Member of the BPA Division of CCAB EEB

HUB: Digital Living is published monthly by CCP
Media. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole
or in part without the permission of the publisher

is compiled from sources believed to be accurate,
h the publish: no responsibility
for errors or omissions. The publisher reserves the
right to refuse ads. The opinions expressed in the
articles and columns and ads are those of the
writer/advertiser and not necessarily those of
HUB: Digital Living.

On the cover this month:

Jennifer Robinson, six-time Canadian figure skat-
ing champion.

Photographer

Mir Lada, www.mirlada.com

Make-up and Hair

Jose Bass, Plutino Group
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First Glance

First glance

A preview of new and notable digital
devices. Look for full reviews in upcoming
issues of HUB: Digital Living.

Wide-screen wannabes whose
budget can't quite stretch to
plasma have an affordable alter-
native in Epson’s (www.epson.ca) PowerLite Home 10. The
$1,999 projector delivers 16:9 widescreen video for home the-
atres and is HDTV-ready. Users can choose between four pro-
jection modes that adjust the display to suit the viewing envi-
ronment, and the projector can project an 80-inch image from
as close as 1.8 m (6 ft.) ora 300-inch image from as far away
as 7.5 m (24.9 ft.), according to Epson. A 1.54X optical zoom
lens provides flexible positioning. The projector weighs 3.6 kg
and comes with a two-year limited warranty that includes
expedited telephone support and a replacement program for
projectors that need to be repaired.

PowerLite Home 10

Banking on the idea

that size matters after

all, Apple

(www.apple.ca) has

added an iMac with a

20-inch display to its

lineup, which includes

15- and 17-inch models.

The widescreen display offers
1,680x1,050-pixel resolution,
which is 36 per cent more
viewable area than the 17-inch
model, according to Apple. The
new model is otherwise identical to the 17-inch version, and
is priced at $2,999. The company also took the opportunity
to expand its Power Mac G5 lineup, introducing a dual-proces-
sor 1.8 GHz model that starts at $3,499 to complement the
single processor 1.6 GHz and dual-processor 2 GHz models
already available.

www.hubcanada.com

Do you frequently find your-
self (or rather, your gadgets) powerless? Rayovac (www.ray-
ovac.com) boasts its new I-C3 Nickel Metal Hydride (NiMH) bat-
tery system can be fully recharged in 15 minutes or less.
Available in AA and AAA sizes, the batteries can be recharged up
to 1,000 times and will last up to four times longer than alka-
line batteries in a digital camera, according to the company. The
chargers are available in two- or four-position versions, with a
car cord adapter available for the four-position unit. The
recharger takes other NiMH and Nickel Cadmium batteries, but
the I-C3 batteries are required to get the 15-minute charging
time. A Rayovac press release lists prices starting at $13 fora
pair of AMs and $32 for the two-position charger, but a quick
look at Canadian online retailers showed higher prices: $19.99
and $49.99 respectively.

Even the most eager shutterbug will have room to spare on

SmartDisk's (www.smartdisk.com) 40 GB and 80 GB FlashTrax

drives, portable USB 2.0 multimedia players. Both models can
be connected to a TV for viewing images, but also unfold to
reveal a 3.5-inch LCD. Users can
zoom in and out, pan, and view
40 and 80 GB FlashTrax slide shows of JPEG and some
raw image file formats, as well
as play motion picture JPEG

files and MP3 files. They

accept CF and micro-

drive cards, with optional

adapters available for

SmartMedia, Memory Stick,
SD, MMC, and xD formats.
The 40 GB model is $716%,
the 80 GB is $911* and the
adapter is $65*.

* Converted from USS.
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No gift category says holiday better than games, and in the digi-
tal world that means consoles, PCs, and handheld systems.
Here we look at some recent titles and gadgets, but start with a
roundup of consoles.

The consoles

Sony PlayStation 2

www.playstation.com Estimated price: $250
PS2 leads the pack in sales and has signed an online
exclusivity deal with EA Sports, the biggest sports
game development and publishing company. It also
has the most available titles overall and, with this
clout gets some of the juiciest exclusive software
deals. That said, the PS2 is beginning to show its age
where graphics are concerned and its online arrange-
ment leaves the door open for individual games to
charge an online access fee.
—Andrew Moore-Crispin

Nintendo GameCube

www.nintendo.ca Estimated price: $140
‘l Now running neck and neck with the PS2 in sales,

\ Nintendo is the only console not to offer DVD play-
back, thanks to its proprietary disc format.
Nintendo's focus is on its signature gameplay
flair and connectivity with the Game Boy
Advance, the incredibly popular handheld game
system. Also, with a recent holiday season price
drop, GameCube is head and shoulders above
(below?) the competition where price is concerned. GameCube’s most
notable downside is its somewhat smaller software library.—AMC

Microsoft Xbox

www.xbox.ca Estimated price: $250

The most powerful and largest of the bunch,
Xbox has an 8 GB hard drive built in for
game saves and music ripping. The con-
sole’s graphics are noticeably better than
those of the PS2, even to the untrained eye.
Microsoft charges a yearly fee of $79.99 for its Xbox
Live online service, with one-year included in the purchase cost of an
Xbox Live starter kit. The original Xbox control pad was an assault to
the hands but has since been replaced with the svelte and infinitely
more usable Xbox Controller S. —AMC

Nintendo Game Boy Advance SP

www.nintendo.ca Estimated price: $140
Nintendo's Game Boy Advance SP all but owns

the handheld games market, and with
good reason. With a massive software
p/  library, compact clamshell design, relative-
ly large LCD screen, and the ability to connect
with the GameCube in many newer games, the
SPis a good bet for gamers on the go.—AMC
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Getting into the game

Gadgets and gear

Nyko Air Flo EX controller [Xbox)

www.nyko.com Estimated price: $45*

& The Air Flo EX features a dual-speed fan as part
of an only slightly bulkier controller. Cut outs
on the controller’s handles direct the air and
work well to cool the palms, avoiding the
dreaded clammy gamer hands. Your oppo-
nents will thank you when ending the game

with a relatively dry handshake.—AMC

Mad Catz RetroCON (for PS2)

www.madcatz.com Estimated price: $35*

As the name implies, the RetroCON PS2 con-
troller harkens back to the old rectangular
control pads of the Nintendo Entertainment
System and the Sega Master System.
Despite low marks for ergonomics, it scores

points for the cool aluminum shell and a face that
lights up in Technicolor. The RetroCON is a neat peripheral but one that
will tire out hands the way old control pads did in their heyday.—AMC

Belkin Nostromo SpeedPad n52 (for PC)

www.belkin.com Estimated price: $65*

Part keyboard, part control pad, and a small part
mouse, the n52 adds a scroll wheel, quick
shifting, and full customizability. Not exactly
your standard game controller, the n52 appeals
to a small portion of fanatical PC gamers but is

good at what it does, namely, putting all of the
game's controls at your fingertips.—AMC

Nyko iType2 PS2 controller (for PS2)

www.nyko.com Estimated price: $50*

Nyko goes a step further than its Air Flo con-
trollers with the iType. While there are no fans,
this controller incorporates a thumb-size, USB
keyboard on a slightly larger PS2 controller
base. Gamers who do a lot of text entry in

online games will appreciate the feature. —AMC

The games

ESPN NHL Hockey
www.espnvideogames.com Estimated price: $70

The best of this year's hockey games is available on
PS2 and Xbox only. Sharp graphics, numerous play
modes, online gameplay, and excellent presentation
make this game a good bet for hockey fans.—AMC

>_ LT

*Converted from USS$.
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The Simpsons Hit and Run
www.thesimpsons-hitandrun.com Estimated price: $70
Available on all consoles, Hit and Run is perhaps
best described as a slightly scaled back PG version
of Grand Theft Auto. Fans of The Simpsons will
delight at the inside jokes, cars, and characters, and
can rejoice that there is finally a good game based
on TV's most popular cartoon family.—AMC

Tiger Woods PGA Tour 2004

www.easports.com Estimated price: $70

Arguably the best golf video game franchise gets
even better this year, offering tournament play
online for PS2 gamers, plus EA's excellent Game
Face feature on all consoles, as well as the PC. Easy
to pick up, but with enough depth to keep things
interesting, Tiger Woods 2004 is a great game for
any golf and video game fan.—AMC

Tron 2.0

www.tron20.net Estimated price: $50
When the movie Tron was released in 1982, the
computer graphics were revolutionary, and it
spawned a hit video game as well. Now, two
decades later, Tron 2.0 takes advantage of even bet-
ter graphics, right on your PC. This one features a
story you can play through, or just jump straight to
the lightcycles if you want to race.

—Sean Carruthers

Gift Guide

Billy Hatcher and the Giant Egg
www.sega.com/ Estimated price: $59.99
From the creator of Sonic the Hedgehog, a hero who
saves the world from eternal night by rolling giant
eggs around and wearing a rooster suit. If you're a
console game player, though, you probably have
the suspending-disbelief thing covered and will
enjoy the trip through the cool 3D worlds. Fun for
: Everyone (with mild cartoon violence). For
Nintendo GameCube only (GameBoy Advance compatible).

—Megan Johnston

Games for the grownups

Halo: Combat Evolved

www.microsoft.com/games/Halo Estimated price: $70

The title that helped launch the Xbox now comes to the PC. An alien
alliance is determined to wipe out Earth's budding star empire, and
you're marooned on the colony world Halo. Gameplay is fast and
futuristic, and this version features new maps, weapons, and online
multiplayer. Rated Mature 17+ for blood, gore and violence.—SC

Mac Payne 2: The Fall of Max Payne

www.maxpayne2.com Estimated price: $70

Available for PC, PS2, and Xbox, it returns to the noir, comic book feel
of the first installment. You play Max Payne, an NYC cop, who's lost it
all and has to fight mobsters, commandos, and even other cops.

Rated Mature 17+ for blood, violence, language, and mature themes.
—SC

Stocking Stufifters

Timex Ironman Data Link USB

www.timex.com Estimated price: $150
PDAs are essential to many
people who need access to
their schedule and contact
list on the go, but some-
times you don't want to
have to carry a handheld.
If you just want the
basics, Timex's Ironman
Data Link USB watch syn-
chronizes with Microsoft
Outlook, and can copy calen-
dar and contact information to
the watch by connecting it to
your PC with a USB cable. You can't
enter data into the watch, just review it, but if you want to travel light
for a few hours, it's perfect. Of course, it also has standard Timex

www.hubcanada.com

Ironman features like watch, 200-lap chronograph, countdown
timers, multiple alarms, and an Indiglo night-light.

Microsoft Wireless Intellimouse Explorer
www.microsoft.com/hardware Estimated price: $80

Just when you thought they couldn't do anything new with the good
ol' mouse, Microsoft has added a new twist — well, a tilt, really. This
addition to the wireless line has all of the things you'd expect if
you're right-handed, including an optical sensor on the bottom that
allows you to use it on nearly any surface, two buttons up top, and
two more within easy reach of your thumb and a scroll wheel. The
“tilt” is in that scroll wheel: in addition to the usual up/down scroll,
the whole wheel can be tilted to the left or the right, making it easy to
scroll around large documents like spreadsheets in any direction you
want. It takes two AA batteries.

—SC

See page 19 for more Stocking Stuffers
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Bring home

your own digital hub

Despite the spread of digital technology into cameras, cam-
corders, and audio and multimedia players, the personal com-
puter remains central to sharing, creating, and organizing the
content. Here are a few systems we've looked at recently that
are fit for a family — whatever their digital work and play needs
— and some peripherals that can add a little zip to an existing
system.

Windows XP Media Centre PCs

If you want to pick up a nice tech toy for the whole family this
Christmas, but you're deadlocked between a new computer and a
media centre, here's your chance to get both in one box. Microsoft's
Windows XP Media Centre operating system starts with Windows XP,
then adds multimedia functionality, including DVD movie playback,
cable TV input, the ability to record your favourite television programs
to the hard disk, digital audio playback, and special digital photogra-
phy slots and software. Throw in a remote control so you can play
music or DVD movies from across the room, and it adds up to a nice
all-in-one package. Hewlett-Packard was the first company out of the
gate with a Windows XP Media Centre, but a number of other compa-
nies are now onboard, including Dell, Seanix, and Sony.

HP Media Centre PC m270n

www.hp.ca Estimated price: $2,499
Right out of the box, you can tell that the m270n isn't your typical
Windows box: its silver and black finish looks more like a home audio
or video component than a PC.
The system makes it easy to
switch between TV, DVD, pho-
tos, and PC functions with the
remote and on-screen menu or
using the buttons on the front
of the PC itself. It has USB 2.0
and FireWire ports on the front
and rear of the machine, and
slots for digital camera memo-
ry along the front. The
computer has a top-
notch graphics compo-
nent and a speedy CPU,
which means it'll handle whatever
you throw at it, from DVDs to photo editing

to games. It also has a 160 GB hard drive inside, which means a lot of
room for your music, photos, recorded TV programs, and videos.
Because it also has a DVD+RW burner, you can burn your media files
to CD or DVD, too. The monitor is sold separately, but the Media Centre
PC comes with its own high-quality speaker set.

—Sean Carruthers

Sony VAIO PCVRZ446G
www.sonystyle.ca Estimated price: $2,499
Previously reliant on its own proprietary media management soft-
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ware, Sony has also joined forces with Microsoft for the new VAID,
which makes use of the
Windows XP Media
Centre Edition 2004
operating system.
The machine comes
with a CD drive and a
DVD+=RW burner,
plus slots on the
front for Type Il
CompactFlash,
SmartMedia, and
' Memory Stick Pro
f cards. The system
s features a 2.8 GHz
Pentium 4 proces-
sor, 512 MB of memory, and a
160 GB hard drive. It has a total of seven USB 2.0 ports and two
FireWire (called i.LINK by Sony] ports onboard. As with other Sony
multimedia systems, this one comes with Giga Pocket onboard, allow-
ing you to view TV on your PC and share it with other Giga Pocket
accessories.
—SC

Sony VAIO PCV-W500GN 1

www.sonystyle.ca Estimated price: $3,000
If space is at a premium, Sony's new VAIO W-series has come to the
rescue. Though it's not a Windows XP Media Centre machine, this
Windows XP-based
system is
nonetheless a
pretty compelling
multimedia PC, fea-
turing a built-in
cable TV
antenna, DVD
burner, inte-
A grated speak-
;;’ ers, and a 12.5-
inch widescreen
LCD. Even better, it's
integrated into one com-
pact unit, featuring a keyboard that folds up if you're not using the
machine or folds in if you're using it as a television. The machine
changes modes depending on which way you flip the keyboard. The
VAIO comes with Giga Pocket onboard, which manages your multime-
dia content, from recording TV programs to streaming data to other
Giga Pocket-enabled Sony devices like the RoomLink Receiver ($350,
sold separately). A remote control is included so you can put up your
feet and control the machine from across the room.
—SC



PC accessories

Belkin Mini-Wireless Optical Mouse
www.belkin.com Estimated price: $75
Take a standard mouse, shave off some weight and size, eliminate
the ball, and cut the cord. That pretty much describes Belkin's Mini-
Wireless Optical Mouse — no ball, no cord, and about one-third the
size of a standard mouse. A USB Radio Frequency module that plugs
into the computer (it comes with a USB extension cable) communi-
cates with the mouse at distances of up to a 90 cm. The mouse, while
small, is quite comfortable to use and has a scroll wheel and a rub-
bery coating that improves grip. It's powered by two AAA batteries,
and has an off-on switch on the bottom for conserving battery power.
—David Tanaka

Humanscale CPU Dolly

www.humanscale.com Estimated price: $279

One of the best solutions to desktop clutter is moving your comput-
er under your desk (it helps muffle the fan noise, too). One way to do
that is with a CPU stand — preferably on casters.
Not only do the wheels make it easier to
clean under the desk, it makes it
easier to access the computer’s
cables. Humanscale's steel CPU
dolly is more expensive than most,
but it's also one of the lightest,
sturdiest, and best-designed out
there. Its base accommodates
tower-style CPUs up to 22.8 cm
| wide, and its adjustable handle

makes it a snap to put even a 62

cm-long CPU on without fear of tip-
ping. Best of all is the simple mech-
anism that uses the computer’s own
weight to hold it securely in place — just put it on the dolly and
you're done.

—Emru Townsend

Samsung SyncMaster 1917 Plus
www.samsung.ca Estimated price: $1,180
If you want a bigger monitor but don't want to use
up a lot of your desktop space, check out the
SyncMaster 191T Plus, which handles both
analogue and digital video signals. The
screen itself pivots between landscape
and portrait, the whole thing swivels in
place, and the screen’s height can be
adjusted. And of course, since it's a
Samsung TFT display, the picture
is fabulous.
—SC
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Zboard interchangeable keyboard system
www.ideazon.com

The Zboard (think “zee” instead of “zed” and it'll all make sense] is
such a simple idea it's surprising it wasn't done before: unlike a stan-
dard keyboard, the Zboard consists of a base unit and removable
keyboard components that can be swapped out for other configura-
tions. It may be as simple as a module that’s relabeled to show you
Photoshop or Excel commands right on the keys themselves, or as
involved as reconfiguring the keyboard to include huge cursor but-
tons and regrouped function keys specific to some of your favourite

games. There are currently keyboard inserts for eight different pro-
ductivity applications and seven different game titles (with more to
come). Ideazon also has a generic gaming keyboard called the
Zboard Crossfire, which is designed to be used with many different
games. The good news is that whichever keyboard insert you choose,
all you have ta do is pop it into place, and the software reconfigures
the keyboard layout automatically.

Zboard base: $27

Gaming keysets: $15 to $20

Application keysets: $20 to $55

Base and basic keyboard starter kit: $40

—SC

Logitech QuickCam Orbit

www.logitech.com Estimated price: $225
If you don't live close to friends or family, Web

cameras are a great way to stay in touch, allow-
ing you to see each other while chatting online.
With most Webcams, though, if you lean to one
side or the other, you may just lean out of the
image frame. Rather than spending all your time
repositioning the camera, take a look at the QuickCam
Orbit. The camera module sits on top of a 22 cm
stand, and you can set up the camera to pan and tilt
automatically when you move using the Face-

Tracking feature. The camera captures still images up
to 1.3-megapixel, video at resolutions up to 640x320
(including up to 320x240 live streaming in compati-
ble instant messaging programs like MSN and
Yahoo}, and audio from the built-in microphone. It
connects to your computer via USB and is com-
patible with both Windows (Me, 2000, XP) and
Mac (0S X 10.1.5+).

—SC
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Once you've tried connecting to the Internet or other networks
wirelessly, going back to the world of cables can be mighty dis-
appointing. It may be time to cut the cords, clean up the clutter,
and set up a wireless network. Whether it's in your home or
home office, here are some new wireless networking products
we've been looking at.

Microsoft Broadband Networking series
www.microsoft.com/hardware
Microsoft joined the ranks of wireless networking hardware vendors
last year with the release of its 802.11b WiFi products. Now, the com-
pany has updated the line by moving the prod-
ucts to the faster 54 Mbps 802.11g standard. The
Broadband Networking line includes several mod-
els: a notebook adapter, a PCl adapter
for your desktop machine,
and a base station model
that acts as an Internet
sharing device. The base
has four wired 10/100 net-
working ports and the abili-
ty to handle up to 253 wire-
less devices. All of these
products feature both WEP
and WPA security, to keep
your connections safe. The products
are also backwards compatible with slower 11b products. You can
save a few dollars by purchasing the Wireless Notebook Kit (a base
station and a notebook card) instead of buying the pieces separately.
For gamers, there’s also an Xbox wireless adapter that allows you to
add your Xbox game console to your wireless network.
Wireless Base Station (MN-700): $150
Wireless Notebook Adapter (MN-720): $120
Wireless PCl Adapter (MN-730): $120
Xbox Wireless Adapter (MN-740): $200
Wireless Notebook Kit (MN-820): $250

Aerielink 802.11g series
www.aerielink.com

Generally, when a motherboard manufacturer branches out into a
technology that’s not specifically motherboard-related, you know
there’s a future for the technology. This is the case with
Soyo and its Aerielink wireless networking division,

which has introduced a few new 11g products. We

looked at the PC Card and the 11g Wireless Router.

While the former is pretty typical of PC Cards
in this category, the router is very
compact but very powerful. Despite a
tiny case, it has four wired ports and
can handle 253 wireless devices. The
configuration Web page is well-
designed and easy to configure.
Wireless Router (AWR01403): $185*
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Cardbus Card (AWPC3101): $105* g

The gift of WiFi

US Robotics 802.11g Wireless Turbo series

WWW.usr.com
While other manufacturers released 802.11g products before the
specifications were finalized, US Robotics held off until it was sure its
products were 100 per cent compatible. Not only that, the company’s
11g debut offering features 100 Mbps Turbo speed, which
is nearly twice that of standard
11g products, even while
maintaining backwards com-
patibility with standard 11g
and older 11b products (includ-
ing USR's 22 Mbps models). The
Wireless Turbo series features
the usual assortment, including a
four-port broadband router, an
access point, a notebook PC
Card, and a PCl card for your desktop
machine. All of these feature 100 Mbps speed,
and both WEP and WPA for security. There’s also an access point with
extended functionality, including bridge/repeater functionality for
larger offices.
Wireless Turbo Router: $209
Wireless Turbo Access Point: $409
Wireless Turbo PC Card: $129
Wireless Turbo PCI Card: $159

3Com OfficeConnect 11g series
www.3Com.com

Also featuring both WEP and WPA for maximum security, 3Com’s
OfficeConnect series may be aimed at the business user, but these
powerful products are affordable enough to be attractive to the home
user. The access point and broadband gateway have adjustable
antennae, and the gateway features four wired Ethernet ports. A PC
Card adapter is also available.
Cable/DSL Gateway: $183
Access Point: $198
PC Card: $116

X-Micro WLAN 11b series

wWww.X-micro.com
The biggest problem with going wireless is that if WiFi isn't already
built into your notebook or PC, it can be pretty expensive to add it. X-
Micro’s new line of wireless products is designed for
affordability, sporting standard 11b features like
WEP, but at a lower cost. The wireless router works
with either DSL or cable modem, comes with an
adjustable antenna and features four
wired ports on the rear. You'd
almost expect value-based prod-
ucts to cheap out on the manual
or onboard configuration tools, but
it's easy to set the router up and get
everything working.

continued on page 21
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Protect
your PC.

Microsoft® is concerned about improving your computer’s security and is committed to helping
protect your PC from the latest viruses, as well as from future threats. Microsoft and
leading industry partners are working together to help protect your PC from these malicious
attacks. Please do your part, go to www.microsoft.ca/protect and follow these steps today.

Use a firewall, like the Internet Connection Firewall
already in Windows® XP.

Use Microsoft® Windows® Update to get and keep
your PC up-to-date.

Install antivirus software and ensure it's up-to-date.

To get more information and resources about how to help protect your PC and
to register for future PC safety alerts from Microsoft, go to:

www.microsoft.ca/protect
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Sharp Aquos
www.sharpelectronics.com
Flat's where it's at when it comes to the cutting edge of television,
and Sharp’s Aquos has been on that edge for a while. The Aquos line
has expanded substantially, with standard 4:3 aspect models ranging
in size from 13 to 20 inches, and widescreen 16:9 models ranging
from 22 to 37 inches. These models definitely cost some
extra cashola, but if you're short
on space, they will fit
almost anywhere —
you can even hang
them right from the
wall. Better, with a 170-
degree viewing angle in
all directions, you'll be
able to see the screen
from wherever you're sit-
ting, no matter how small
the room. Smaller models
feature S-Video, composite,
component and CATV inputs, and
higher-end models also feature com-
puter inputs; check the Sharp Web site for a full breakdown of models
and their features.
13-in. standard: $1,000 - $1,150
15- in. standard: $1,150 - $1,500
20- in. standard: $2,000 - $2,300
22-in. widescreen: $3,500
30- in. widescreen: $7,000
37-in. widescreen: $10,500
—Sean Carruthers

Sony DVD Recorder RDR-GX?

www.sonystyle.ca Estimated price: $1,300
Hooked on DVD but still want to record your favourite television pro-
grams? In addition to DVD movie playback, Sony's RDR-GX? can
record to blank DVDs (-RW or +RW formats). The nice thing about
recording to DVD is that you don’t have to search for a blank spot on
the disc, like you would with a video tape, because the recorder auto-
matically finds it. With CATV inputs, you can record TV programs
directly off the wire, but there are also inputs for other components,
allowing you to digitize your old
videotapes or
movies
directly from
your video
camera. The
discs you record
—  will be compatible

with Sony’s DVP-NS725P progressive
scan DVD player ($230), which will also play regular DVD movies and
MP3 CDs. —SC
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Home theatre for

the holidays

Panasonic Diga DMR-E60PP

www.panasonic.ca Estimated price: $1,000
Panasonic’s version of the DVD recorder is a bit cheaper than Sony’s,
but it only handles DVD-RAM and DVD-R media. In addition to CATV, it
features composite and S-Video input for recording from other
sources, and it has slots for PC Card
and SecureDigital
media, S0 you can
record your digital
photographs to DVD or
play a slideshow right
from the machine. It
also has a DV input on
the front, so you can record your digital videos straight to DVD.
—SC

RCA CRCUS00 Universal Learning Remote Control

www.rca.com Estimated price: $99

Let's see... big-screen TV? Check. VCR? Check. DVD player? Check. CD
player, receiver, satellite dish? Check, check, and check. An end table
to hold all the remotes they come with? jAy caramba! Back in the
days when four AV components constituted serious tech, learning
remotes were the only way to keep your sanity. But as gadgets
became more complex it became impossible to find a decent univer-
sal remote that didn’t have either a few hundred buttons for every
conceivable function or one that forces you to learn perplexing button
substitutions. Thank goodness, then, for universal learning remotes
with LCD touch screens. Depending on the device you're controlling,
the display shows only the relevant buttons — the AM/FM button dis-
appears when you switch from the receiver to the TV, for instance.
RCA's CRCUS0O is notable because, unlike many multifunction
remotes, it's not much bigger than a regular remote, though it's a little
heavier. And with the ability to control up to eight devices, there's a
good chance you'll be able to retire most of the other remotes from
active service. A macro function makes it a snap to execute a
sequence of commands with one button. Other LCD remotes control
more devices and offer more features, but for the simple purpose of
consolidating your remotes into one easy-to-learn device, it's hard to
beat the elegance of the CRCUS00.

—Emru Townsend

Kameleon 8 Remote Control

www.radioshack.ca Estimated price: $150
The Kameleon 8 remote control can operate up to eight
entertainment devices such as a DVD player or satel-
lite, and can be used with a PVR (personal video
recorder) as well. It is quite stylish looking,
with digital buttons that only light up when
in use rather than raised buttons. The
Kameleon 8 is available exclusively at
Radio Shack.
—Jessica Malone
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Logitech Z-680 speaker set

www.logitech.com Estimated price: $600

As the home PC gets better and better as a stand-in for a home the-
atre setup, with DVD playback, surround sound, and high-quality
graphics, it's not unthinkable to spend more money on a decent mul-
timedia speaker set. While Logitech’s Z-680 is pricey, it’s also an
amazing configuration: not only is it THX certified, you can hook it up
to your computer and your component DVD player at the same time,
thanks to multiple inputs on the rear of the volume control pod. In
fact, it not only has a trio of 1/8-inch plugs for analogue surround
input, it also has optical and coaxial SPDIF inputs, which means you
can have three input sources, and cycle between them using the
remote. And with 500 watts of room-shaking power, you'd better
make sure your house's foundation is sound.

—=SC

Panasonic SC-HT810 Home Theatre

www.panasonic.ca Estimated price: $1,000
There are a number of all-in-one home theatre configurations that
come with the surround
speaker setup and a
DVD player. If you
want an all-in-one
but don’'t want to
give up your video-
tapes just yet,
say hello to this
bundle, which
features both

Gift Guide

DVD and VHS in addition to the 500-watt 5.1 surround sound speak-
ers. The DVD component handles both DVD audio and video, and will
play Windows Media and MP3 files too. It can also play back DVD-R
and DVD-RAM files recorded on other Panasonic recorders.—SC

DVD for the road

Cyberhome DVD player

www.radioshack.ca Estimated price: $500
New on the market and priced affordably, this portable DVD player
has a 7-inch in 16:9 format screen that can also display movies in 4:3
format. The unit also plays
Video CDs (VCDs), as well
as audio and MP3 CDs,
and will display JPEG
images. The battery is
rated at four hours but
squeezing in two movies
before it runs out of juice is
very optimistic. Image
quality is good and speaker
sound is passable, but
using headphones is much
better. Its controls are fairly
intuitive and we got it working fairly quickly without
having to consult the manual. The Cyberhome is a good, afford-
able portable DVD solution. | especially like the jacks for video and
audio out, allowing you to plug the unit into a TV, or to connect to digi-
tal still or video cameras.
—Nestor Gula

Stocking Stulffers

DVD corner

Once your home theatre is all set up, you'll want something to
play on it. Here are a few ideas.

Star Trek: Deep Space Nine sets
Paramount www.startrek.com Estimated price: $150 to
$200 per season

For the Star Trek geek on your list, Paramount has released all seven
seasons of the series Deep Space Nine this year. In addition to all of

the episodes, each set comes with

a number of "hidden"
interviews, short
features, and
behind-the-
scenes looks for
that season. Each
set squeezes
seven DVDs into

www.hubcanada.com

an attractive and compact package that won't take up much space on
your DVD rack.
—SC

Alien Quadrilogy
Twentieth-Century Fox, www.foxhome.com/aliengq/
Estimated price: $140

The nine-disc Alien box set is bound to be at the top of many for sci-
fi fan wish lists: all four of the movies are included (with extended
Director’s Cuts). The extra discs are filled to bursting with extras,
such as behind-the-scenes looks at the pre-production, filming, and
post-production required for all of the movies, design and artwork
galleries, trailers, short features, and even Sigourney Weaver’s origi-
nal screen test. Because there are so many discs crammed into this
small box, the packaging is somewhat unwieldy, but for true fans, a
bit of package wrestling is a small price to pay for having this com-
prehensive set.

—SC

For more top DVD picks: more @
i hubcanada.com
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Gift Guide

Books for kids
and parents

Awesome Internet

Sites for Kids

www.smork.com

Estimated price: $20

This 155-page, kid-friendly title
catalogues children’s sites worth
visiting. Best thing, it includes a
Web version, so you won't have
to type in URL after URL.

Homework Help 4 Kids

(Vol 1: grades 1-3;

Vol 2: grades 4-6)
kapablekidz.com

Estimated price: $20

You might want to consider these
books as you ponder how to suc-
cessfully integrate the Internet
with your child's education. Each
section is prefaced with guide-
lines from the Ontario Elementary
School Curriculum and provides
an endless selection of Web sites
for learning and practice.

Professional
toy testers

Here are some professional toy
testers whose aim is to help you
make sense of the pre-Christmas
onslaught.

Canadian Toy Testing Council
For the past 50 years, the
Canadian Toy Testing Council has
been giving kids, ages three
months to 16 years, six to 12
weeks to take toys home and test
their design, function, durability,
and play value. The final result is
age-appropriate star ratings in
various categories. Children's
Choice Awards go to new toys
that are “fun, innovative and the
absolute best in their area

of play.”

Neighbourhood

Toy Stores of Canada
www.neighbourhoodtoystores.ca/
goldstarwinners.htm

If you have a favourite toy store,
chances are it has helped the
Neighbourhood Toy Stores of
Canada determine what toys
deserve Gold Star Awards. The
criteria? “Top quality toys that
give the best play value to
children.”

Thumbs up kids picks
for the holidays

Here’s a sampling of some of the new smart
toys, technologies, games, and books we've
tried out for the under-12 set.

Hands-on

Lyra RD1071

www.rca.com Estimated price: $200

RCA's media relations guy suggested 10 year-olds
could easily use this MP3 player, but after wit-
nessing an eight year-old transfer tracks and sit
mesmerized for an entire Saturday, I'm lowering
the bar. It's incredibly easy to use and the 128 MB
memory is expandable.

PowerTouch Learning System

www. fisher-price.com/us/powertouch
Estimated price: $80

This Fisher-Price product is meant for kids three
years and up and is a direct competitor to the
highly successful Leap Pad Learning System. The
main difference is that kids use their fingers, not a
stylus, to spell out words, which is easier, but not
always as precise. Unlike the Leap Pad , there’s no
need to press “go” to identify a page —
PowerTouch magically determines what page it's
on. My testers point out that the handle “makes it
easier to carry.” More than 60 learning activities,
and a library of books featuring popular characters
like Clifford, Blue, and Arthur.

Pixter 2.0

www.fisher-price.com/us/pixter/

Estimated price: $75

Unfortunately, Pixter Color isn't available in
Canada, but you can get your hands on the 2003
(third) version that lets kids four years and up
beam pictures they've drawn on the screen to
other Pixter owners, just like Palm-owning parents,
albeit from a maximum 1.5 m distance. Older car-
tridges run on the new device.

Cool programs

Barbie Horse Adventures

Mystery Ride (Pc)

www.vugames.com Estimated price: $30
Barbie becomes Nancy Drew as she sets out on
the trail of a prize horse. Besides solving the mys-
tery, players get to ride and groom their horses,
and try on a series of — what else? — beautiful
Barbie outfits.
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Nancy Drew: Danger

on Deception Island (pc)
www.herinteractive.com/prod/ddi

Estimated price: $33

Nancy's vacation is cut short in this ninth title in
this game series. It turns out there’s an orphaned
orca whale in the harbour and some distress and
mystery concerning what should be done about it.
For ages 10 and up.

Plumo at the Park (PC/Mac)
www.cogniscienceinc.com

Estimated price: $25

Here's a delightful Canadian surprise that my
testers were already familiar with, since they've
played the first two titles at school. Playable in
English, French, and Spanish, although once into
the game, language is of little importance. For
ages three to seven.

Learn to Play Chess with Fritz

and Chesster (PC/Mac)
www.viva-media.com Estimated price: $40
My chess-playing nephew could hardly restrain
himself when he saw this winner of the 2003
Bologna New Media Prize. It includes an entertain-
ing story with lots of opportunity to learn about
and practice chess-playing skills.

Mia’s Language Adventure:
The Kidnap Caper (PC/Mac)
www.kutoka.com Estimated price: $30
This latest adventure of the (Canadian) mouse Mia
focuses on learning French or Spanish as a sec-
ond language. As always, Mia has to find sparklies,
solve a mystery, and stay away from the nasty
rats. For ages six to 10.

—Mara Gulens

PowerTouch Learning System

www.hubcanada.com



Gift Guide

The gift of WiFi continued from page 16

Wireless router: $80 give you a positive result if you're in an 11b or 11g area that isn't pro-

USB adapter: $45 tected by encryption, which means you won't waste time firing up

PC Card adapter: $40 your notebook only to find out that you need a WEP key. The two

user-replaceable CR2032 watch batteries are designed to last up to a

Kensington WiFi Finder year. It does come with a keyring attachment, but it's probably a bit

www.kensington.com Estimated price: $34 big f.or that — just make sure you have a jacket pocket handy and
Now that you've added a wireless card to your laptop, how do you goureser

find WiFi hotspots when you're on the road? You can fire up your lap-

top and walk around until you get a signal or, for a mere $34, invest —Sean Carruthers

in Kensington's WiFi Finder. Just press the button and the LEDs tell - o !

you if you're in an open hotspot: red for no and green (a series of Converted from US$139 (Aerielink Wireless Router) US$79

three lights indicating the strength of the signal) if you are. It'll only (Aerielink Cardbus Card)

Untangle and
Go Wireless!

Faster speed,
greater compatibility,
better security

The Accelerator advantage: 54 Mbps accelerated to 100 Mbps performance!* Includes
Available at: 256-bit Wired Equivalent Privacy (WEP) encryption for simple, secure wireless
networking. Three-step installation!

Visit www.usr.com/rebates for details or call 1-877-532-8464 for more information.

Want to learn more about wireless networking? Visit www.keating.com/usr to download
whitepapers on 802.11g Wireless Turbo and enhanced wireless security.

S 2%

.
u' S' RObOtlcs 100 Mbps Wireless 100 Mbps Wireless Turbo 100 Mbps Wireless 100 Mbps Wireless

= - Turbo Cable/DSL Router Multi-Function Access Point Turbo PC Card Turbo PCI Adapter
Ready Set.Connect.  modet# USR808054CAN Model# USRB05450CAN  Model# USR805410 Model# USR805416

Insight

www.insight.ca 330
Mair iy~ Usp
)

30590221

* Capable of data throughput rates equivalent to 100 Mbps performance. Actual performance may vary depending on operating environment and distance between networked computers.

Copyright© 2003 U.S. Robotics Corporation. All rights reserved. U.S. Robotics and the U.S. Robotics logo are registered trad ks of U.S. Robotics Corporation. Other product names
are for identification purposes only and may be trademarks of their respective companies. Product specifications subject to change without notice. 04-21-03
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On our covenr

Jennifer Robinson

Six-time Canadian champion Jennifer Robinson has been figure skat-
ing for 20 years and has been a member of the national team for the
last 10. In January, she'll be trying for her seventh Canadian champi-
onship in Edmonton.

Robinson grew up in Windsor, Ont., although she now calls
Barrie home.

“| actually wanted to play hockey before | wanted to figure skate, but
they didn't really have leagues [for girls] back then. So | took up figure
skating after | went to the Ice Capades with my mom and saw them
skating,” says Robinson. ‘| liked all the costumes and the speed
and jumping.”

She was an athlete at the 2002 Winter Olympics, where she watched
the judging scandal surrounding Canadian pairs figure skaters Jamie
Salé and David Pelletier unfold.

“We didn't realize how big it actually was, because in the [athletes']
village you only get the two official broadcasters, so we didn't realize
how worldwide it was. That night, when they came back after winning
the silver medal, a whole bunch of us slipped some notes under their
door and congratulated them. It was so in the public eye, but that's
helping our sport because if it didn’t happen our sport would still be
the same.”

That scandal actually resulted in a new judging system that employs
a range of new technologies.

“It's really cool. It’s all touch-screen. There’s instant replay, you have
your own little monitor, and if there is something you want to review,
you just call it up and it will instantaneously show you the take off
and the landing and the jump. It shows you in slow mo, fast, anything
you want. You put your marks in and it is just so much faster.”

From a skater’s point of view, Robison says this system is better.

“If you looked at skating in the past, you would see a skating champi-
on, for example, who would do a double axle. You'd get, say, five
points. Then you'd see a skater from another little country, or who is
skating in their first group, and they'd do the same element, just as
good, and they would get no points for it, so there was no consisten-
cy. So this way with the new system, if you do a double axle, you get
1.2 points. That’s what you're guaranteed to get.”

Robinson says she enjoys the fact that her Web site (www.skating-
inc.com/Skaters/Robinson) allows her to keep her fans apprised of
what she is doing and answer fan mail more efficiently.

“I've had that Web site for about two and a half years. | write little
journal entries, and then there's a form where [fans can submit] let-
ters, and then I've got a special way that | can write them back.

“| really like the Web site because a lot of people used to write fan let-

ters, but now this has just totally changed that sort of aspect and it's
great — a lot of people want to know what you are thinking as you are
skating, and if it didn't go well, why didn't it go well, and they just
want to know, as well to [give] a lot of support.”

Because she travels so frequently, Robinson says she relies on

email to stay in touch. There is often a computer set up for the ath- &

letes at events, and Robinson says she makes good use of her
Hotmail account.

Robinson says one of her favourite gadgets is her portable Sony
DVD player, which she takes with her on all her trips.

“I love it! | got it from my parents for Christmas two years ago
and it’s just the perfect thing when you're traveling, especially
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where there's a time change. | watch it on the plane all the time too.”

At home, Robinson has a DVD player and she and her husband are
saving for a big-screen Sony Wega this Christmas. As well, Robinson
uses her HP computer to check her email and surf the Web.

During the 2002 Winter Olympics, Heritage Minister Sheila Copps
gave all of the Canadian athletes a BlackBerry. Robinson says she
continues to use the wireless email device and PDA to manage her
schedule.

“Every Olympic athlete [got] one. It was awesome because the
Canadian team in the Olympics is massive, so they gave you a book
with pictures and bios and everybody's email address. It was a great
way to meet people during the Olympics that you may not have the
courage to go up to and introduce yourself to. You could just send an
email.”

Robinson’s next competition is the National Championships in
Edmonton, followed by the Four Continents Championships in
Hamilton later in January.

Check Skate Canada's Web site at www.skatecanada.ca for more
information.

By Jessica Malone
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South
#104, 5211 Macleod Tr. SW
Tel: 252-5777 » Fax: 252-1998 Tel

ay5 2015 32nd Mve. N.E.
52-5777 * Fax: 252-1998

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

Super Boxing Day Specials -Dec 20 & 26

$29.95

Optical Mouse

Logitech Optical Mouse
$14.95
Optical Keyboard/Mouse
bo

Samsung 15” LCD 152B . $359.95
Samsung 17” LCD 171N. $539.95

Video Cards
Radeon 9200 128MB

Stare Hours

e WWW.C()mpllte”'a‘:k'ca

Sun: Noon - SPM

Leasing Available, Prices Subject to Change Without Notice, Check Website For Current Pricine.

Special Pricing Only in Effect on Dec20th and 26th Only. While Supplies Last

AOC 9GLR

Door Crasher System
* Athlon XP 2000+ _
* 256 DDR Ram g
* 40G HD
* 52x CD Writer
* Keyboard/Mouse
* 32MB Video
* Speakers

*P42.6

* 512 DDR Ram

* 830G HD

* 52x CDRW

* Keyboard/Mouse e
* 17” Monitor _3

Door Crasher System #2
= WA

LG 17” LCD 17158 $579.95°

LG 15” LCDS66LM $379.95

All Prices are Cash & Interact Only, (Add 3

Store

DVD R-4x 50 pack. $59.95
CR 100 Pack $29.95

Motherboard/Processor Combo
[ 2400+/K7S5APro

$179.95 '
Gigabyte/2500+ -
$229.95

30GB 7200
40GB 7200
80GB 7200

$59.95
$69.95
$89.95

Come Checkout our
High End Gaming .
Home Entertainment,

& Business Svstems & Servers!

o for Credit)



Super Upgrade Specials

Entry Level

Athlon XP 2000+
256 DDR RAM
40GB Hard Drive

52X CDWRITER
FLOPPY

32MB VIDEO $399.95

SOUND

SYSTEM 1

17” Monitor

$999.95
EXTREME VALUE

Athlon 2400
256MB DDR RAM
80GB Hard Drive
52x CDWRITER
Video/Audio
Keyboard/Mouse
Win XP Home

Store Hours
Mon-Fri: 10AM - 7PM
Sat: 10AM - 5PM
Sun: Noon - 3PM

Includes4
157 LCD «

Economy
Athlon XP 2400+
512 DDR RAM
80GB Hard Drive
52X CDWRITER
FLOPPY

#MBVIDEO ¢ 490 95

1 YEAR WARRANTY

SYSTEM 2

P4 2.8 800FSB With HT
512MB DDR RAM
120GB Hard Drive

52x CD-RW/DVD Combo
128MB ATI Video/Audio
Keyboard/Mouse
Windows XP Home

$1499.95
BUSINESS SYSTEM

P42.8
512MB DDR RAM FREE
80 GB Hard Drive ¥ 4
4x +/- DVRW

128MB Video/Audio

Keyboard/Mouse
$1999.95

Includes 4
15" LCD <

Upgrade to Office
Professional .
Until Dec. St

Win XP PRO/SBE
19” Monitor

120GB

NOW TWO
LOCATIONS TO
SERVE YOU

Performance
512 DDR RAM
120GB Hard Drive

16X DvD-ROM $849.95

52X CDWRITER NTEL P4 2.4

FLOPPY o $949.95

128MB VIDEO
SOUND
1 YEAR WARRANTY

Complete Systems

GAMING DRE

P4 3.0 800FSB With HT

ASUS P4P 800 M Board

1GB PC400 RAM

120GB 8MB Hard Drive

4x +/- DVD Writer

128MB ATI 9800 Pro All-in-wonder Video

Altec 5 Piece Spegm‘ 9 5
NOTEBOOK

Seanix Notebook SH204A

1.3 Centrino

256MB DDR Ram

30GB HD

24x CDRW/DVD
Combo

15” TFT Screen

Win XP Home $1999.9 5

191N

$129.95 $789.95

7S3DF
$169.95

www.computerrack.ca

7$299.95

Come Checkout our
High End Gaming .
Home Entertainment,

& Business Svstems & Servers!

Leasing Available, Prices Subject to Change Without Notice. Check Website For Current Pricing. All Prices are Cash & Interact Only. (Add 3% for Credit)



Sales:

Microsoft Windows XP Home
Visit our web site at:
Out of Town Customers 1.866.838.3249

HUB Shopping Directory
Merry Xmas and Happy New Year from all of us at 4Star Computers!
6' Christmas Specials i
FSC A2800 Performance System || FSC P2800 Power System
AMD XP 2800+ Intel 2.8G 800FSB
512 MB DDR Memory 512MB DDR PC3200
QTN' :ﬂg::"k’:}"’:'t:""') ASUS FX5200TD 128MB DDR
o udio ;
80 GB 7200 Hard Drive ::G:";;‘;o‘::::b;‘"
S52X32X52X CD-Writer
3PCE Speakers with Sub LGI6X DVD& S.ZXJZXSI CDRW
1.44 MB Floppy Drive 1.44 Floppy Drive
Microsoft Windows XP Home
onwy $949.% ony $975.%°
I5” LCD Monitors Starting from . . ............ 375.%
17” LCD Moniotrs Starting from . . ............
www.4starcomputers.com
All prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Prices are discounted for cash/cheques
403.261.8612 .
Fax 403.261.5014 1
Mon-Fri: 10:00am to 7:00pm - $
Saturday: 10:00am - 6:00pm w
3103B Edmonton Trail N.E. Calgary T2E-3N7

Business Hours

Call Now

(I Unit 150, 3115 - 12 Street N.E.
. , Al T2E 742
Tel: (403

219-8595
E-mnll- sales@freedomlink.ca

‘ eehologb; lnc; Website: www. froodomllnk.ca

rummuuum(-yumcn(wa)zvtunumnm

Leadtek TV2000 XP Deluxe w ’luner
- Multifunction TV Tuner

- Picture in Picture (PIP)

- Stereo FM Radio

- Remote Control

: : - Digital Video Recorder with
g Video editing & Authoring

- Time-Shifting Features

- De-lnterlace for fast-motion video

- Video Editing Software included

l«d{ek A0 TD MyVIVO Video Card

- BeForce FX 5600 Video Card

- 256MB DDR

- Video in/out VIVO Functions

- Bundled Software includes:
Ulead Video Studio SE DVD,
Ulead Cool 3D SE, WinFast
PVR, WinFastDVD, WinFoxil,

S Cult 3D, Coloreal Embedded/
2 29 Visual/Bright, Gun Metal & §
$ Big Mutha Truckers Games. ¢

Prices llueuutc on adally bnb please check our web site -(mﬁwdomllrﬁ ca for up to date pdcn

Prices are subject to % 5cicen are hased 00 & Cash @aceunt All WACRMArks and Joges are PO PIrTES of Their reepesiive

CcCA4
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Computer Products & Services

Processors

Intel Celeron 2.6

Intel P4 2.6¢ 800fsb
Intel P4 2.8¢ 800fsb
Intel P4 3.0 800fsh
AMD Athlon XP 2000+
AMD Athlon XP 2500+
AMD Athlon XP 2800+
AMD Athlon XP 3000+

Memory
256MB PC133 Micron
512MB PC133 Micron
256MB PC2700 Micron
256MB PC3200 Kingston c2.5
512MB PC3200 Kingston c3 X
512MB PC3200 Kingston c2.5 $139.95

Optical Drives

Asus 52x cdrom (beige)

Asus 52x cdrom (black)

LG 52x cdrom (oem)

Asus 52x24x52x cdrw

LG 52x32x52x cdrw (oem)
Liteon 52x32x52x cdrw (oem)
LG 16x dvd-rom (beige)

LG 16x dvd-rom (black)

LG 4x dvd+/-rw (oem)

Cables
10ft RJ45 ethernet patch
25ft RJ45 ethernet patch
50ft RJ45 ethernet patch
100ft RJ45 ethernet patch
6ft USB cable
6ft Firewire (1394) cable

$134.95
$259.95
$309.95
$399.95

$99.95
$129.95
$229.95
$319.95

$29.95
$29.95
$24.95
$64.95
$54.95
$57.95
$44.95
$54.95
$179.95

Motherboards
Asus A7N8X-VM
Asus A7N8X-X
Asus A7N8X
Asus A7N8X-DLX
Asus A7V600
Gigabyte 7VM400M-P
Gigabyte 7VT600-L
Asus P4P800-VM
Asus P4P800
Asus P4P800-DLX
Asus P4R800-VM
Asus P4C800-DLX
Gigabyte 8IPE1000Pro2

Hard Drives
40GB Maxtor 7200rpm
80GB Maxtor 7200rpm
80GB WD 7200rpm $99.95
120GB Maxtor 7200rpm  $129.95
120GB WD 7200rpm 8MB  $144.95

www.infinetpc.com

$159.95
$129.95
$149.95
$189.95
$129.95

$94.95

$99.95
$165.95
$179.95
$199.95
$129.95
$264.95
$164.95

$79.95
$99.95

Service & Repair
In-store
On-site
IT Consulting

$30/hr
$60/hr
Scall

EXPRESS it

COMPUTER STORE 640-21 29

Mon-Fri 10-7pm/Sat 1

“Christmas Sale
19" LCD wor $769

NVIDIA FX 5600 128VB
$2285

{Kingston Memory Blow out sale suerdeals on

| par 27003200  Call Www.expresscomputer.ab.ca

\
| We carry complete lind of Toshiba notebooks & accessories
\ \

| Wo TOSHIBA
Celeron 2.6
€W 512/ 40GB Hard Drive
15" Screen
1. 769 DVD/CDRW, WLS
Starting from §1399 56K V.90 Modem
Ms win XP
Sound /10/100

Lowest price Guaranteed
Acer (¢ (.55  TOSHIBA ViewSonic' [EXmpRK CASH DIscOUNT

ACTUAL PRODUCT MAY BE DIFFERENT THAN ILLUSTRATED 0% v ffirwmce!

www.hubcanada.com



TOSHIBA TECRA P2 300MHz" LAPTOP WE BUY, SELL & SERVICE MEDION P4 2.2GHz" w/DVD BURNER "=\

Ovistanding Student Valve!! New & Refurbished Computers & Laptops Cutting Edge Affordable Desktop
28 MB RAl Easy Financing From Only A Buck A Day! HARDW QF TV
5.4GB HARD DR

WE LOVE TRADES!

(4 GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES!
[HOVER 2,500 BRAND NAME SYSTEMS IN STOCK
A+ CERTIFIED SERVICE DEPARTMENT
v eesee 589 [|EUPGRADES o REPAIRS - FREE ESTIMATES
ceess 5199 [ GUARANTEED FX IT OR REPLACE IT WIRRRANTY
@ esees 5289
=
2 IBM THINKPAD P3 500MHz* w/CD BURNER EMACHINE XP 2100+* w/DVD & CDRW
E Practical and Affordable Advanced Performance ¢ Great Value

.
3s
E

- :
s F =
ULTRA THIN NOTEBOOK" w,/DVD & CORW COMPAQ P4 2.4 GHz* w,/DVD & CORW a

Eleganf Superlight Mobility Only 4.4 Ibs Advanced Business Solution

AKXV WAK

« 512 MB RAM PC2100

COMPAQ P4 2.4 GH:* w/DVD & CDRW GATEWAY P4 3.06GHz* w/DVD BURNER

_5200 In-Store Instant Rebate Maximum Performance * Affordable Price

ff.'.'l‘.’.ﬁ'fﬁ TRENDS 2587927

5728 - 104 St 2310 Guetx Ave 1336 Magrath Dr. 9606 - 100th ST
S (780) 431-1919 | (403) 309-2100 | (403) 327-3999 (780) 539-5555

Alyv-na\.m-mm Prices »vao-a.hvm without natics * Not off sysienn os Tairated ¢ Noi 1 \ouqbo‘n- pmu-nv Alladmlnt 8 rogiered 03 sdemoud“ mo-dovrmm
* Monitor and Prissee optionol Aabwndki \.-votuéuh-M nhuub— vign wiied] * ** Trode v Mmud otion {see vore for deloss)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.COMPUTERTRENDS. COM
OR CALL TOLL FREE: 1-877-992-9992
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McGraw-Hill’s
How to do

Everything series

Photoshop 7, Powerpoint 2003, FrontPage
2003, Microsoft Office 2003 and many more.

Superb selections of computer and technical books. Discount applies to
in-stock titles only. Offer ends January 15, 2004.

A FAMILY-OWNED
INDEPENDENT PRAIRIE BOOKSELLER

Winnipeg Saskatoon Calgary
Grant Park: 475 0483 3130 8th at Circle: 120 Stephen Avenue Walk
Portage Place: 943 8376 955 3599 264 7411

Free Shipping within Canada on all web site orders over $30: mcnallyrobinson.com

30622927

CAB
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Power
projects

Energy Quest
[www.engergyquest.ca.gov),
which aims to educate
students about energy and
how it can be saved, is, not
surprisingly, a government-
supported site from the land
of brown outs: California.
Though essentially a
resource for students and
teachers in that state, it can
be accessed by anyone with
a Web browser, and includes
energy-related news, profiles
of energy pioneers, energy
conversion calculators, inter-
active games, and links to
additional resources.

The Science Project section
provides an outline of what
makes a good project for sci-
ence fair participants. It also
includes how-tos for fun proj-
ects — a solar hot dog cook-
er, measuring the energy in a
peanut, making a simple
thermometer, splitting water
into hydrogen and oxygen —
that can be made with readi-
ly available materials like
pencils, S-volt batteries,
elastic bands, and candles.
The projects include supply
lists, diagrams, alerts for
projects that require adult
supervision, and an
explanation of the what
students should discover
when doing each experiment.

The Saving Energy link
leads off with a history of
California's energy crisis, but
is followed by a list of tips,
broken down by rooms in the
house, that are written for
kids but will probably
enlighten a few parents too.



- %on GHRISTMAS!

¢
U
VOHC (Ju

(XMAS SPEGIAL 1) XMAS SPECIAL 2) (XMAS SPEGIAL 3)

$149 | S$119 5109

Best Price in City Guaranteed! | |Best Price in City Guaranteed! | |Best Price in City Guaranteed!

1B Pl 450 Mllz COMPAQ Pl 550 MHz || 1BM PIlI 600 MHZ

* 128 MB RAM * 128 MB RAM * 128 MB RAM
* 6GB HDD - o * 9GB HDD e * 10GB HDD o
« 24X (D-ROM -] * 32X CD-ROM 1} * 32X (D-ROM -
« FLOPPY DRIVE . * 10/100 NIC CARD * 10/100 NIC CARD
* USB PORT , L) * FLOPPY DRIVE . © L * FLOPPY DRIVE
— ’ * USB PORT =g B « USB PORT

ann CARD ;’_j\__________ Q)uun oRp | e / Quun CARD

(XMAS wzcm; 4) (XMAS SPECIAL B) XMAS SPECIAL 6)

Excellent
Sound 4

Labtech Cordless || Logitech 5 Piece || Logitech Cordless

(Keyboard & Mouss \3 Spea fgf’ — ) Mouss/lntra Red

XMAS SPECIAL 7)) XMAS SPECIAL 8 l;miojﬁcm 9)
33 9 9 | 349 9 With Burnsr

Dell Pentium Il Dsll Pentium 1) 400 | |: s s

© 13.3” TFT DISPLAY
* 123 MB RAM 128 MB RAM * (D BURNER /CDROM

* 10GB HDD * 12GB HDD * 56.6K FAX MODEM

« 24X O-ROM « 14,17 TFT DISPLAY R et

* ACTIVE COLOUR DISPLAY * 24X (DROM * FREE CARRYING CASE

* SOUND AND SPEAKERS * SOUND AND SPEAKERS e O A

Kuss PORT )\ * USB PORT J @: WINDOWS 0/$ /
.

SOUTH DEPOT NORTH DEPOT

7004 Madeod Tr. SE 3 291251 NE
(mext to Cactus Club Cafe)

CALL TOLL FREE WM

- :(t “Uarts ey et be exocty & deirited Shppng and bending mey apply Al ystems are rofurbobed Irodemarks are roguternd % the respecive
wwners Manders and prter sptanel ** Same revinchens epply Nef repansible for typeqrophecal anrers or smemiime

LAPTOP DEPOT
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Audio bhooks for the digital age

Not reading as much as you used to? For years,
commuters, road warriors, and joggers have
done their reading on the go with audio books on
cassette tape and later CDs. With the boom in
digital audio formats and delivery and online
services, there are some new chapters in the
audio book story worth noting.

Simplyaudiobooks.com

This Toronto-based company runs an audio book
service that is akin to online DVD rental services
like U.S.-based Netflix.com or MoviesForMe.ca.
Users pay a
monthly fee
($24.95),
select audio
book titles
through the
company's
online listings,
and receive the
audio book CDs
in the mail.
Included in the package is a prepaid mailer for
returning the discs. For the fee, they can borrow
as many titles as they want, two CDs at a time.
The company sends out the borrower’s next
selections when the first discs are returned. And
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users can cancel the service at any time.
Currently, the Simplyaudiobooks.com library is
fairly slim, but the company says it is adding
new titles “continuously,” and customers can
submit requests for titles they'd like to see.
Books are listed in six categories: business, kids
titles, comedy, fiction, non-fiction, and self-help.
Fiction includes popular authors like Robert
Ludlum, Jonathan Kellerman, John Grisham, and
Margaret Atwood. Comedy includes titles by Bill
Cosby, Dennis Miller, and Robin Williams. Most
titles listed are fairly recent, including Atwood’s
Oryx and Crake. With audio book CDs running at
about $30 each for newer titles, this can be an
affordable option if you plan to listen to a

lot of books.

Audible.com

U.S.-based Audible.com is the literary equivalent
of music download sites like Puretracks.com and
iTunes. Unlike iTunes, it is not limited to U.S. lis-
teners. Canadians can use the service to down-
load books in audio format. They can listen to
them on their PC or load them onto an MP3 play-
er. In addition to books, the company distributes
a wide range of what it calls spoken audio con-
tent — which includes magazines, newspapers,
and radio programs, almost of which are

American. The variety of books, however, has a
more international flavour and includes recent
works by several Canadian writers: Douglas
Coupland, Yann Martel, and, of course, Atwood. It
also has representation from bestselling authors
like Grisham and Stephen King. Customers can
purchase books

individually for
about US$20 to
$32 each (for
newer,
unabridged
titles) — about

the retail price
of an audio CD
of the same
title. Or they can sign up for a monthly member-
ship. The Basic Listener plan is US$14.95 per
month, and allows the member to download one
book and a one-month audio*periodical or radio
program. For US$19.95, they can download two
audio books each month. Audible’s system
requirements for downloading files are fairly
wide: any Mac or Windows PC. As well, it says
compatible portable players include Apple iPods,
HP iPags and other Pocket PCs, Palm PDAs,

and more.

A Greater Package. Exposed.

LA
L)
>

95 * v 150 MB storage
v 25 email accounts
con /month
+ free domain*
+ shopping cart trial*
+ free $20 shopping
Cl’Edit (a total of $64 value)

www.ehosting.ca
Our eHosting Plans Mini Plan I havde used $:osting
v Unlimited bandwidth usage 20 MB web storage 80 MB web storage :'e’If:bl:y °’;§'s‘ ey;’;
v H?,S,:Q:“:iii::sams 10 email accounts 25 email accounts ememe'ly casy o i
/ UNIX and NT platforms FrontPage support ASP/PHP/ColdFusion/PERL/SSVNET :)mh Their Isup?on has
v 24/7 tech support 25 95 een exempiary.

Amonth cdn /month cdn Brandon Pierce

(A ) ehosting.ca Axon Media, Maple Ridge, BC
_ the power of divine creativity *Limited Time Offer. Restrictions for these promotions apply. See www.ehosting.ca for details

o 30628028
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CD / DVD Productlon Solutions

Business card CD e CD I DVD Duplication / Replication

Mini / Shape CD \ CDR / DVD-R Printing

Standard CD ROM /Audio | =7 — /& Offset / Digital Printing

CDR DVD-R Copiers 7 2 % Assembling & Packaging

CDR DVD-R Printers e [ M) Fulfillment

Media Supplies ~ “ ; Diskette Duplication

Packaging Supplies Lo O\ N Tape to VCD / DVD
Quality Service

n??OGQB» Media Du?hcahon
www.progressmarketing.com .,

#110 - 12811 Clarke Place, Richmond, BC V6V 2H9

Fast Turnaround

Check out our new division

Tel: (604) 821-0066 (800) 818- 6944 5
Email: info@progressmarketing.com

www.MyEShop.ca

Most jObS about 3500. Yes, it includes dead drives
From dead, deleted, formatted, fdisked, corrupted, virus infected, water & fire
damaged, overwritten, passworded, inaccessible devices: hard drive, raid, flash

memory, tape, CD, zip... Windows / Mac / Unix / NetWare

Forensic Service o
14 Years of Quality Computer Service
iy Toll Free:
@ 1-877-460-3670 &
& Business Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 9:30 - 5:00pm PT (%

#745 - 1050 W. Pender St. Vancouver, BC V6E 3S7
Tel: (604) 681-3770 Fax: (604) 681-3739

info@1stDataRecovery.com www.1stDataRecovery.com

’ SEIFER o — P
7l SYSTEMS YW= i
INC.

Computer | Trouble ¢
Electronics | Industria
Home Theater | Custom Designs & C

www.seifersystems.com

(PF)226 68311 (Fl202 1720 J

www.hubcanada.com
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DEALERS
[ —— Tt Hardcano 7

Welcome |
-] | Tt Hardcano 8
' 1ol m Tt Hardeano 9
Tt Hardcano 10
‘————— Vantec Nexus 101
Vantec Nexus 201
Vantec Nexus 205

Zaolam IM-MFC
[Ultra-Quiet Power Supply I

Ahanix SilentX 300W-550W $59~169
Seasonic SS-300FS 300WPS. $75 H
Seasonic SS-350FS 350WP.S. $99

Seasonic SS-400FS 400WP.S. $129

Zalman ZM300-AF 300W P.S.

Arctic Silver

COET. MASTER
AEHO 7+
'

Cooler Master
Neon LE.D Fan

Vantec NEXUS NXP_30
Fan & Light Controlle:

HOEER () 2 BLUE COLD CATHODE)
<3 $4 6

dLUO:) 2dA]L md

Qu-m-e @onboard Serial & Parallel Port
@1 PCI Slot

EPIA CL6000

doys)Ji0onn 191N

Mon ~ Fri
11:00 ~ 6:30
Sat
11:00 ~ 5:00

e A VerMed Ia

Close
Sercurity DVRs
E]Open MP5004 ssgs

Authortzed Reseller

1179 Pacific Bivd. Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 2R8

!\R

1 Tel: 604.899.032 .

e Fox: 604 896 0ars E-mail : sales@ntcw.com
ewiye e fo S = 86 6 B79S

CAS
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(Technology at Your Doorstep)

HO HO HO X-MAS SPECIALS

SERVICE:

Sales
On-site Repairs
Upgrades

Data Transfers
Laptop Support
Hardware Installation
Microsoft Windows Solutions

CPU SPECILS

AMD ATHALON XP
AMD XP-2200+ (266MHZ, 256K CACHE)

AMD XP-2500+ (266MHZ, 256K CACHE)

$99.99
$127.99

AMD XP-3000+ (266MHZ, 256K CACHE)  $279.99

AMD ATHLON 64 FX-51 2200MHZ (400MHZ, 1MB CACHE)  $579.99

INTEL P4
INTEL P4 2.6C GHZ (800MHZ, 512K CACHE)

INTEL P4 2.8C GHZ (800MHZ, 512K CACHE)
INTEL P4 3.0C GHZ (800MHZ, 512K CACHE)
INTEL P4 3.2C GHZ (800MHZ, 512K CACHE)

$239.99
$289.99
$369.99
$539.99

AMD 2500+ VULCAN

AMD XP-2500+ RETAIL BOX (333MHZ, 512K CACHE)
GIGABYTE GA7N400-L1 (SOUND, LAN, AGP8X, USB 2.0)
512 MB 2 X 256MB DDR PC3200 (INFINEON)
MAXTOR 80GB 7200RPM ATA133 2MB 8.5MS
PANDEX GEFORCE 4 MX440 128MBDDR AGP 8X

ADD: 17" MONITOR
DAYTECH $139.99

P4 2.6C TITAN

INTEL P4 2.6C GHZ (800MHZ, 512K CACHE)

GIGABYTE GA8S648FX-L (SOUND, LAN, AGP8X, USB 2.0)
512MB DDR PC3200 (INFINEON)

MAXTOR 80GB 7200RPM ATA133 2MB 8.5MS

PANDEX GEFORCE 4 MX440 128MBDDR AGP 8X

LG 52X24X52 CDRW LG 52X24X52 CDRW
PANASONIC 1.44MB 3.5" WHITE FACE PANASONIC 1.44MB 3.5" WHITE FACE
ONBOARD SOUND ONBOARD SOUND
17" ATX TOWER CASE W/400W (BLUE) 17" ATX TOWER CASE W/400W (BLUE)
MICROSOFT OPTICAL MOUSE MICROSOFT OPTICAL MOUSE
LOGITECH ACCESS KEYBOARD || LoGITECH ACCESS KEYBOARD
ADD:WINDOWS XP ADD:WINDOWS XP
HOME $129.99 $699-99 HOME $129.99 $809'9

AMD STARTER 2000+ soownoowsxe |[COMPLETE INTEL 2.4  Aoo:winoowsxp
ECS K7SOM W/ DURON PRO2000+ (USB 2.0)  HOME $129.99 INTEL CELERON 2.2 GHZ (400MHZ, 128K CACHE) HOME $129.99
256MB DDR PC2700 (INFINEON) 256MB DDR PC2700 (INFINEON)
MAXTOR 40GB 7200RPM ATA133 2M ECS P4VMM2+ 533MHZ (LAN, USB 2.0)
PANASONIC 1.44MB 3.5" WHITE FA MAXTOR 40GB 7200RPM ATA133 2MB
LG 52X CDROM INTEGRATED VIDEO

PANASONIC 1.44MB 3.5" WHITE FACE
INTEGRATED SOUND/LAN

INTEGRATED SOUND
INTEGRATED VIDEO LG 52X24X25
17" ATX TOWER CASE W/400W (BLUE) INTEGRATED LAN
WIN98 PS/2 KEYBOARD 17" ATX TOWER CASE W/ 400W
PS2 WHEEL MOUSE $ ADD 17* MONITOR || WINSS PS/2 KEYBOARD$ ADD: 17" MONITOR
CASE FAN BEARING 379 9 9 DAYTECH $139.99 || PS2 WHEEL MOUSE 479 . 9 9 DAYTECH $139.99

E 202,227 10 St NW  Hours

] B g "AB Mon-Fri 10:30am - 8:00pm

(403)398 -7033 Sat11:00am - 6:00pm
866)610-7077 Sunday CLOSED

Prices subject to change without All prices are cash and Debit only. Pictures for illustration purposes
(Add 3% for credit) Some systermn may require 2-4 business days for shipping. AD VALID TILL DECEMB!R/.“/M)

MAXTOR
80GB 7200RPM ATA133 2MB $94.99

40GB 7200RPM ATA133 2MB $74.99

30842427)

WWW.PCDOCTORS.CA

CA10
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HOST
with Confidence!

Web Hosting Dedicated Server Server C orloﬁcq_tia'__i‘)

jmo ) (51!
.56.95")

i

Web Hosting®..... Dedicated Server on |

* Linux and Windows Hosting Linux Server only $149/mo | * Dedicated Server (abinet
Upto 1,000 MB Web Storage * Fully Redundant BGP4 Network {
Upto 20,000 MB Data Transfer * Intel Celeron 1.7GHz 100MB/Sec Fast Ethernet Switched Port |
» POP / IMAP Email Accounts 512MB RAM S Backup Power

C

Web-based Email Access FUSD NG U

« Email Aliases / Forwarding 100 GB Monthly Data Transfers

Email Virus Scanning & ) BedHatLanK Serves
by Symantec Carrier Scan Server Ensim

WEBppliance™ Pro&;

INUX ensim
Y ’

RAs e R sk b
viuitipie F 1 ¥ accounts

MS Frontpage Support ' c titive Prici
PHP / CGI / ASP / ColdFusion = Host Unkntit Dossains o, s

« Web-Based Control Par

48 oy v LA alic

* Database Support st ¥149 ‘ 1/8Rack  20GBTransfer  $150/mo

. Bt Rocdh BN TR 1/4 Rack  50GS Transfe $300/mo
SSL Secure Server # Windows Server $249/mo  1/2 Rack 100GB Transfer  $550/mo

Neb-t “ont * Intel Celeron 1.7GHz e
Veb-based Contr

' P - 512MB RAM '
* Toll Free Phone and Email Support iz B S 1 T
FROM ONLY $6.95/mo. Ty FRG e 1 | VsRack:
$ . * 100 GB Monthly Data Transfers C N34T
* Windows Server 2003 Web Edition 1 E k—‘*‘ Rld\
* Ensim WEBppliance™ Proé # SN SR :

ane

Domain Registration FomUss15y,

v e

TR R : or Windows 1__1/2Rack
* com,.net, .org, .ca, i ! W x 33°D

’ ensim
5 o { = ’ !
+ Web-Based Control Pane ;

* Host Up To 250 Domains i ‘
« Setup Fee: $249 , w,—m“‘&d&

* Monthly Fee: $249 \// KW
In2net provides you with fast, reliable web servers, shared or dedicated, professionally configured to perform strong and priced
affordably. Our company has helped thousands of Canadian Pusinesses and individuals establish their web presence since 1996. :

¢ free aomain parking

* free "under construction

In2net Performance Dedicated Servers come out-of-box ready to host websites. All hardware, software and bandwidth is included along
with powerful graphical user interfaces for non-technical administrators to operate the server. For Hosting Providers, webmasters&
individuals who need full control and customization - without the hardware investment costs. Order today and begin hosting tomorrow.
Web Hosting Solutions from DollarHost offers support for many popular applicatiohs at affordable prices.
®
|

Callin2net Today for More Info. 1-888-638-9963. www.in2net.com network inc.

All trodemarks and copyrights are the propery of their respective holders. Specifications and prices are subjed o change withou! nofice. © 2003, In2net Network Inc. All rights reserved
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Problem Solved Inc.

IINew Showroom Now Open!!

Come By Our New Computer Design Centre For A Low Key, Pressure Free
Consultation Before You Buy Your Next Computer. Our Extremely Knowledgeable,
Non-commision, Unbiased Sales Staff Will Help You Decipher The Often Cryptic
Computer World.

Pentium 4, Athlon, Celeron, Geforce, Radeon, Hyperthreading, Tablet PC, Centrino,
802.11a/b/g, PC3200, FSB, S-ATA, RAID, DDR, XP, Ghz, GB, 8XAGP, 64 bit, USB2.0

This Is Our World And We Can Explain It To You In Language You Will Understand.

Visit Us And You’ll Find Out Why Thousands Of Home And Business Users Have
Chosen Problem Solved Over The Last Decade. Excellent Computers, Great Value,
Unparalleled Service Are Just the Beginning.

Please Look For Our Full Page Ad Elsewhere in the Paper For More Specials

IINEW 96 Skyline Cres. N.E., Calgary, AB Tel: 730-8026 Fax: 206-7537 NEW!!
Call for current price and availability.
www.problemsolved.ca sales@problemsolved.ca
Hours M-F 9-6, Sat 12-5, Closed Sun, Long Weekends

30630027

Unit 150, 3115 - 12 Street N.E.

] Calgary, Alberta, T2E 7J2
Tel: (403) 219-8595

E-mail: sales@freedomlink.ca

 Website: www.freedomlink.ca

30635327

cA12 HUB: Digital Living: Calgary Section - December 2003 www.hubcanada.com



3/\\\\V/AYDISTRIBUTION INC.

3515 ; 27 th St_ N_E_ Unit 15 INIE»RNEY‘LT["”‘R[MINI, AFFORDABLE VIDED & COMPUTER NEWAGE COMPUTER INC

(C::jng:g%’byegék IC COMPUTER NORY& WEST TECH SQUAD INC 80 SERVICE “ 5

Te': (403) m1 -4288 HAB-TEK SERVICES & TECHNOLOEY ON-SITE COMPUTER SOLUTIONS INC 1 "/‘ "/I//l' /
Fax: (403) 291'4008 ! ¢ ! MACROTRONICS COMPUTER -877'BC-DAIWA
Website: www.daiwa.net

efﬂai"daiwa ab@da]wanet ASCOT BUSINESS SYSTEM JOHNWAYNE COMPUTERS
. "

ECS
Intel-Chipset
Mainboard

Solution

G736

* Intel Pentium 4 Processor * Intel Pentium M Processor
400/533/800MHz FSB * Supports speeds 1.3 fo 1.7GHz « VIA C3 1,0GHz CPU
* Supports speeds up fo 3.2GHz with Intel SpeedStep Technology w/133MHz FSB
incl. Intel Hyper-Threading Tech. * Supports 266/333MHz DDR * 256MB DDR SODIMM (512MB
* Supports 266/333/400MHz SDRAM using SODIMM Mox.)
DOR SDRAM using SODIMM o 15" SXGA TFT w/ATl Mobility » 20GB/40GB 2.5% 9.5mm height | | e Features Intel i865PE/G (Infegrated
« 15" SXGA TFT w/ATl Radeon MOP-CSP64 AGP 4X w/64MB ATA-100 HDD cxbic chiosst Norblids)
M10 AGP 8X w/128MB DDR video memory « DVDROM drive({CDR/DVDROM o :
« CDROM/RW/DVDROM/RW o CDROM/RW Combo Opiicdl drive optional) * Supports el Hyper Threading
Combo Opical drive * Lidon battery for up to 4+ hrs * 14" XGA TFT Display technology: Doubles Pentium 4
o 4x USB 2.0 ports/1x usage « 4x USB 2.0/10-100mb LAN/ power lo the equivalent of @
IEEE1394a/FiR o Wireless capability IrDA/WiFi 56k fax modem dudl CPU plath
o Wireless capability IDA/WiFi 802.11b
802.11b ?: o AGP 8X AGP 3.0 inferfoce and
ﬁf i > backward compatibiity wit AGP 4X
v Notebook Series * On board 6CH Cmedia 9739A
Audio Chip supports uncompromising
DVD audio qudlity. Users can diso
Green 733 % choose SPDIF output by using an
; f extended cable from RCA or
opfical coaxial jack
* Supporis 2-ports SATA running
at 150Mb/s
* 4DDR DIMMs support dudl channel
* |ntel Penfium Processor 4 Do 4 DDR400, expanding memory
400/533MHz FSB RS Gntn i e  Intel Mobile Celeron 1.6GHz CPU | | bondwidh o 6.4GB/s and
: © 3.06GHz Processor 400/533MHz FSB 256MB DDR SO
§ e ,*33”3?”“2 o8 * Supports 266/333MHz DDR ks 20“5“,““‘ supporfing up o 4GBs of memory
SDRAM using SODIMM SDRAM using SODIMM o 155 TFT XGA scrs * Supports Inkel’s loest FSB 800 MHz
o SXGA+ 15" TFT display w/ATl * XGA+ 15" TFT display w/SMA e i CPU wih super overdocking
Radeon Mobility M9 Graphics & (Shared Memory Architecture] * DVDROM/CDrw combo drive ' g SN
84MB viceo memory T GAMB ; * MiniPCI 802.11b wireless LAN copabiy. Pumps up CPL from
o 4xUSB 2.0 ports/IEEE1 394 Firewire| o 2xUSB 2.0 ports/EEE1394 Firewire/ |  [OFTONAL MHz up fo on incredible 1+ GHz FSB.
for the ulfimale in conneciivily LAN/KDA/PCMCIA Typell * LiON battery for extended usage o Dual EEE 1394 slot supports fransfer
. VV'lreless capability using IrDA/ * LiION battery for extended usage L?wpower conumphon, rales up fo 400Mb/s
WiFi 802.11b high performance CPU * Eight highspeed USB 2.0
o Li-ION battery for extended usage ot i 4

. - Z
WWW.ecsusa.com M'crosf’ft®W|nd°WS- XP
www.desknote.net Professional for Business [¥o=»

v ELITEGROUP ECS recommends ..'?

30619227

Actvol product moy differ slightly from illusiration. * All brond nomes are properties of fheir respective owners

www.hubcanada.com December 2003 - HUB: Digital Living: Calgary Section CA13



The joy of the latest toy

Nokia 3600

Integrated digital camera
and video recorder

$199.99*
No Term $399.99

FREE picture MESSAGING ‘
untll January 31, 2004

Phone, MP3 player and full
keyboard for txt’ing all in 1

Nokia 3300

$199.99*
No Term $529.99

or wireless handheld device

Sierra Wireless AirCard

reless access from laptop PC

The joy of freedom
Only $399.99*

OROGERS = ATeT
WIRELESS )

*Activation on new 24-month service agreement after mail in rebate on
select plans, See dealer for details. TM Rogers Communications Inc. Used
under License. ® AT&T Corp Used under License.

CA 14
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CALGARY

CENTRAL

206 - 12 Ave. SE
265-5555

TD Square

252, 317 - 7 Ave. SW
571-7760

Petro Canada Centre
111 -5 Ave.
7771777

Scotia Centre

700 - 2 St. SW
571-5925

Bow Valley Square
205 - 5 Ave. SW
263-0647

Eau Claire

200 Barclay Parade SW
261-2928

343 - 11 Ave. SW
543-5045

SOUTH WEST

5809 Macleod Tr. SW
252-2227

8720 Macleod Tr. SW
287-0870

4550 - 17 Ave. SW
974-3150

303 Centre St. SW
263-7595

SOUTH EAST
Southtrail Crossing
4307 - 130 Ave. SE
257-6655

2515 - 50 Ave. SE
(inside Truck stop)
203-3862

Costco South
681-1655

285 Shawville Bivd. SE
(Beside Zellers)
254-6901

3012 - 17 Ave. SE
207-0488

NORTH WEST
Northland Village
247-8415

20 Crowfoot Cres. NW
215-7300

233 - 16 Ave. NW
276-1200

Perma Plaza

901 Centre St. NW
230-3380

8120 Beddington Bivd NW
216-9363

NORTH EAST

2015 - 32 Ave. NE
291-6801
Marlborough Mall
3800 Memorial Dr. NE
235-6779

Costco North
616-9724

Village Square

2640 - 52 St. NE
280-6505

500 Country Hills Blvd. NE
313-3444

QO ROGERS @

Market Mall
202-0200

North Hill Centre
202-1801
ZD;onoot Outlet Mall
Sunridge Mall
280-5151

Chinook Centre
253-0229

South Centre Mall
225-6593

0644127




- T Visit our Location at sales : 245-9262

k cr ) 103 4 - 14th Street N.W. Corp : 245-9281
/ Build Your Own System On-Line

: ' Fax :245-9533
~ For the Latest Prices and New

omPUter Centre Product Visit O:(r Website Service:245-9266

} WWW. computer com
Merry XMAS Cal o

Eagle Cel 24GHz Eagle P4 2.6GHz Eagle P4 3.0GHz GIGABYTE OUR NEW LOCATION
Gigabyte Motherboard Gigabyte 8IPE1000L Gigabyte 8IPE1000P2 81G1000MK <130 - -
Intel P4/Cel 2.4 GHz Intel P4 2.6GHz Intel P4 3.0GHz 811100 IO | Kensington RD NW
256MB DDR Ram 256MB DDR Ram 512MB DDR Ram 8IPE1000L D-DDR $137
Midtower case w/300 PS ~ Midtower case w/300 PS Midtower case w/300 PS 8IPE1000Pro2 D-DDR  $159 %
1.44 Floppy Drive Asus 9520Magic 128MB Asus 9520TD 128MB 8SIMLH-P V/S/L 533 $99 %
40GB HD 7200RPM 1.44 Floppy Drive 1.44 Floppy Drive 8S648FX-1 $109 %E‘
LG CDRW 52X32X52 40GB HD 7200RPM 80GB HD 7200RPM =
MS Optical Mouse LG CDRW 52X32X52 LG CDRW $52X32X52 7N400L1 DDR S 3112 =
MS Internet Keyboard MS Optical Mouse MS Optical Mouse 7N400P2 D-DDR $169
MS Internet Keyboard MS lntcmct Ke 7NNXP D-DDR $259
$499 6 7VM40OMDDR SILV ~ $94 [ Monitor R
3 $799 7VT600L DDR S/LIV
Fage AMD,xPuOO Noghe ANEDAF200 Regh A“Dvxmm P4 2.6GHz FSB 800 AOC 15"LMS520  $365
Gigabyte 7VM400M-P Gigabyte 7N400L MB Gigabyte 7N400P2 MB s Sots pan sid e AOC 17°LM720 $525
AMD XP2400 Box AMD XP2600 Box AMD XP3000 Box £ i O(SHL e \(jo : AOC 19" LMS14 $875
256MB DDR PC2700 256MB DDR PC2700 512MB DDR PC3200 It b poMll | Samsung 171N $599
. , eleron 2.4GHz
Midtower case w/300 PS  Asus 9520Magic 128MB Asus 9520TD 128MB Celeron 2 6GHz $13 Samsung 191T+ $895
1.44 Floppy Drive Midtower case w/300 PS Midtower case w/300 PS Celeron 2.7GHz $16 AOC 17" 7F $169
40GB HD 7200RPM 1.44 Floppy Drive 1.44 Floppy Drive G i AOC 17" 7ELR  $159
LG CDRW 52X32X52  40GB HD 7200RPM 80GB HD 7200RPM XP 2500+ Box Barton  $134 | IRCRER NI SR PP QJ
MS Optical Mouse LG CDRW 52X32X52 LG DVD/R CDRW AP:2600+ Box Sl | Ve Carry NEC, LG, Samsun
MS Internet Keyboard MS Optical Mouse MS Optical Mouse ::: ;{2'{;: ?:‘ s i 6' M/M Monitor Cable $8.95
AN EPES MS Internet Keyboard 800+ Box Barton 3 6' M/F Monitor Cable $8.95
MS Internet Keyboard y XP 3000+ Box Barton  $3 15' M/E Monitor Cable $15
L $525 $645 $999 XP 3200+ Box S L15'M/MMor"itorCa!:>le $15 p

( 5 i D N\ (F SB2.0 )
(rus canie ) [Tamung BL1750 ) fKangston ¢ 4.4 | Venteedaow 3kam (16850 Sas%s g
S o 17ppm, 8MB USB Drive 45 $69
CatSe 1.5' $2.25 - 5‘2 g
CatSe 3' $2.95 ~
CatSe 6 $3.95 $279 4 E
Cat5e 10’ $5.00
CatSe 15' $6.00
CatSe 25' $8.00 rLG DVD/R-R,+R ) [Kingston
' DDRPC2700512M $109.95
aess  §1200 nriemein St e B
100" 1
ff:; CO:bles 0 Slot Fan Case Fan CPU Fan
et p— $1595 $7.95 895
10'A-B 2.0 $8.95 \oeppmemessestf
15'A-B2.0 $9.95 Enermax
10'A-B $8.95 W ATX PS W f ) RO} g Maxtor Samsung
15'A-B $9.95 ot nd far /D 16X 40GBATA133 $84 40GBATA133 $84
|EEE 1394 Cables W ATX ¢ 32X , S80GBATA133 $99 BS0GBATA133 $104
' 3 X A 1 § 120GB ATA133 $134 120GB ATA133 $139
ggiig ?0, ;13 150W ATX | _ ' , . . 9 160GB ATA1 S 60GB ATA133 $169
6P X 4P 12' $18 Network Cards 200GB ATA133 Western Digital
6P X 4P 15' $22 A Hard e 4 k DFFE 1 80GB SATA $124 80GB 8M Cache $119
4px4p " $15 ware $ 3 120GB SATA $159 129GB 8M Cache $149
X 6 GVC * F rna £89 be 10/1 1 36GB SCSI U320 $225 250GB 8M Cache $365
_. - 1
Hubs/Switchs KVM Switches Micro Plus Aeid
D-LINK 2P Auto PS/2 $79.95 IDE to USB2.0 2.5" $64 V7100 MX400 64MB $65
DSS+ 8 Port Hub switch $69 2P Auto PS/2+CBL $99.95  |pE to USB2.0 35" $79 V9520TD FX5200 128m  $138
DSS+ 16 Port H/ switch $126 4P Auto Switch $12495 oE 1o USB203.5/525 $79 V9520Magic FX5200 128m$114
DI-604 4 Port DSL/Cable se0 4P Auto PS/2+CBL $144.95  |nE 1 1304 25" $79 V9520VS FX5200 128m  $163
DI-714P 4 Port $139 4P Auto USB+ CBL $169.95 |pg 10 1394 3.5° $89 VE560TD FX5600 128m  $265
wireless router 4P 614+ si1a  Speakers IDE to 1394 3.5/5.25 $89 V9560TD FX5600 256M  $274
wireless Lan USB DWL120 $95 Edifire R202 2Spk $39 IDE to USB2/1394 35  $109 ATI Radeon 9600Pro 128M$245
wireless Lan PCI DWL520+ $79 Edifire R451 Sspksub  $99.95 IDE to USB2/1394 525  $109 ATI Radeon 9600XT 128M $264
Business Hours: Monday to Saturday 10:00 A.M. to 6 P.M. Close Friday from 1:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Payment by Cash or Cheque only: Prices subject to change without notice. Please call for updated price and availability.

www.hubcanada.com December 2003 - HUB: Digital Living: Calgary Section CA15
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WINTER IS SO COOL

witH HUB!

%December‘: Gift Guide
‘%ﬁ? January: Digital Video
3% February: Home Automation

Pick it up monthly!

www.hubcanada.com
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Alberta's Largest Selection of Computer Mainboards, Memory & Peripherals o Wahous Pricas

MEMORY

SDRAM
T PC 100 PCI33
128MB from . " $59

lOOMHz
..$149
. .$299

256MB
512MB

DDR
PC 2100 PC2700
128MB from . .

256MB
512MB

DDR ECC PC 2100 PC 3200 ||

128MB .. $79 256MB .
256MB . §125512MB

..$69 |
SIIS

ENERMAX POWER SUPPLY

300WATT ....$49
350WATT ....$75

SPECIALS

+ USB 3.5"/5.25” External Enclosure .

| * Removable |.44 MB Floppy Drive USB

| * Removable HDD Rack ..
*USB2OPCICard ......
*PCIATA 133 Card ....... <
* KVM Switch 4Port

$559
79

AMD Duron 1.3 GHz /
P4 Celeron 2.0GHz

AOC LM 520 I5”
AOC LM 720 17"
AODC LM 914 19"

450WATT ....$99 |

S550WATT ...$180

. from $74.99 |
$4999 |
$89.00

51499 |
...$3999 |

HP 5650
Lexmark Z70S5 ..

*ATX Case

+ 256MB DDR

* LG 52X CDROM

+ 40GB UDMA Hard Drive
* 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive

+ 10/100 Ethernet Card

+ 64MB SVGA AGP Card
* PS2 Keyboard & Mouse
* Speakers

Samsung 91T
LG F7008

LG F700P

LG T710BK

LG LISIIS

LG LISIIS
NEC AS 70

NEC FE771SB
BENQ FP557S LCD
KDS VS-7P DIGITAL

SATA HARD DRIVES

Intel P4 2.4GHz CPU/
AMD XP 2400+ CPU
* Gigabyte/MSI/ASUS/ECS Mainboard

NOTEBOOK HARD DRIVE

| HITACHI/TOSHIBA/IBM
{20GB ...

$135 40GB ...
..$150 60GB ...

FOR CURRENT PRICING
PLEASE VISIT
WWW.ALBERTACOMPUTER.COM

| Full Selection of

Computer Cases 3
Festures: Quiet. Temperature Control |
Power Supply. Moduiar Dusigat, Shde.

$175
.$280

VIDEO CARDs

AT AIW Radeon 9600 128MB . . . .$339
ASUS Radeon 9600SE |128MB DDR$ 165

| Creative Inspire 4.1 4400 . .$60
Creative Inspire 5.1 5200 .$105

N (

e

Motherboard CPU & Case
Upgrade Special

AMD Duron 1.3 GHz CPU w/Fan
MainBoard ATX Case w/

Al for $2
|
CPU Speed

INTEL

P4 Celeron 2.4 GHz
P4 Celeron 2.6 GHz
P4 Celeron 2.7 GHz
P4 2.66 GHz 533
P4 280 GHz 533
P4 3.0 GHz 533

P4 2.6 GHz 800

P4 2.8 GHz 800

P4 3.0 GHz 800

Build
your own
computer

Computer
Upgrade

56KV.90
PCIl Voice Modem $29

NETWORKING

Inglewood I.ots of FREE ﬁrklng! : 1839 - 9th Ave. S.E.

(Across from Petro Canada Truck Stop) Calgary, ABT2G 0VI
Ph: (403) 543-9933 Fax: (403) 543-9932

Hours: Monday - Friday 10 a.m - 5 p.m. Closed Sat. & Sun. Hours: Monday - Friday 10 a.m - 5 p.m. Sat. Noon - 5 p.m. Closed Sun.
We reserve the right to limit quantity. All prices are for cash/Interac only and are subject to change without notice.

Downtown Location: 840 9th St. S W.
g::mer of 9th Ave. & 9th St.) Calgary, AB T2P 289
:(403) 543-9318 Fax:(403) 262-5916




Motherboard

AMD
Gigabyte
TVM400MP
7N400-L
7N400 Pro2

§94.95
$114.95
$164.95

ATV600
ATNSX
ATNSX-Deluxe

$129.95
$149.95

§179.95

K7N2G $169.95
IT

NF7-S

Video Cards

ATI

Radeon 7000

PC Radeon 9200SE B

Sapphire 9200 RETAIL  $119.95

PC 9600 128MB RETAIL $199. 9 5

Sapphire 9600 RETAIL  $199.9

Sapphire 9600Pro RETAILS229.95

PC 9600Pro 128MB RETAIL
$239.95

PC 9600Pro 256MB RETAIL

Seagate 120GB 8MB Cache$169.95

§$139.95
§$139.95

Maxtor 80GB SATA
Seagate 80GB SATA
Seagate IZOGB SATA

LG T710BH

Samsung 75S3DF
Samsung 955DF
Samsung 955MB

Store Hours
Mon-Fri: 10AM - 7PM
Sat: 10AM -5PM
Sun: Noon - 5PM

Call: (4032825777 Fax: (403)252-1998
#104, 5211 Macleod Trial SW, Calgary, AB, T2H 0J3

Motherboard

~ INTEL
Gigabyte
S8IG1000MK
SIPE1000-L
8S655FX
ASUS
P4S800
P4P800 VM
P4P800 Deluxe
MSI

$139.95
$139.95
$139.95

§$139.95
§159.95
$199.95

865PE Neo2
ABIT
V17

§154.95
$149.95

CDROMS
Liteon 52X $34.95
LG 52X $29.95

CDRWS
Liteon 24X 52X 52X $59.95
LG 52X 32X 52X $59.95
AOpen 52X 24X 52X RETAI
$69.95
AOpen 48X External CDRW
$139.95

POWER SUPPLIES

Generic 350W $39.95
TopCom 350W Dual Fan $69.95

Enermax 300W §59.95
Enermax 300W Dual Fan$69.95
Enermax 350W $74.95
Enermax 350W Whisper $79.95
Enermax 450W $115.95
Enermax 450W Whisper $119.95|

Case and Power Supply
Fans Starting at $§9.95

LCD Monitors

LG 566LM
LG L17158
LG L1720B

Samsung 152B
Samsung 760V
Samsung 17IN
Samsung 191N
Samsung 191T Plus

AOCLM 720

Computer

Call: (4032505101 Fax: (403)250-3191

Processors
AMD

XP 2000+ RETAIL
XP 2200+ RETAIL
XP 2400+ RETAIL
XP 2500+ RETAIL
XP 2600+ RETAIL
XP 2700+ RETAIL
XP 2800+ RETAIL
XP 3000+ RETAIL $319.95
XP 3200+ RETAIL $469.95
XP 3200+(64-bit) RETAIL
§599.95

$99.95

$114.95
$119.95
$129.95
$149.95
$189.95
$229.95

DVD-ROMS
Liteon 16X §$59.95
LG 16X $44.95

CDRWS/DVD Combo
Liteon 48X/16X DVD §79.95
LG 52X/16X DVD $79.95

DVDRWS
LG 4X +/-/RAM Beige §179.95
LG 4X +/-/RAM Black §189.95}
NEC 4X +/-
Sony 4X +/- Beige
Sony 4X +/- Black
Pioneer 4X +/-

Generic with 300W $29.95
Standard with 350W  $69.95
Chenbro Gaming Bomb $89. 95
Chenbro Xpider

Phaser 11T Aluminum
Scorpio

Scorpio Aluminum
Sonata

Lanboy

Printers
Lexmark Z35
Lexmark ZASSE
Lexmark Z65N

Lexmark X1150
Lexmark X5150
Lexmark X6150

Samsung 1710
Samsung 1750
Samsung 2150

Samsung SF-S55P

Processors
INTEL

P4 1.8 RETAIL $199.95
Celeron 1.8 RETAIL $94.95
Celeron 2.0 RETAIL $99.95
Celeron 2.5 RETAIL $129.95
Celeron 2.7 RETAIL $159.95
P4 2.4B RETAIL $249.95
P4 2.4C RETAIL $259.95
P4 2.6C RETAIL $259.95
P4 2.8C RETAIL $309.95
P4 3.0C RETAIL

128MB Compact Flash $69.95
256MB Compact Flash $84.95

128MB Secure Digital $79.95
256MB Secure Digital $109.95

128MB Smart Media  $69.95
32MB Smart Media  §30.95

Keyboard/Mice
$9.95
$29.95

Lo'hech Optical Mouse $24.95
Thermaltake Key/Mouse Combo
§79.95
Microsoft Key/Mouse Combo$59.95
Logitech Key/Mouse Combo $59.95
Logitech MX Duo $129.9
Logitech Cordless Freedom $79.95
Logitech Cordless Freedom Pro
§99.95

Logitech Cordless Elite Duo $129.95

Wireless Key/Mouse Combo $49.95

Networking‘

4 Port Router 9.95
Dlink 4 Port Router
Linksys 4 Port Router

$69.95
§79.95

Wireless B Router
Linksys B Router
Linksys G Router

$69.95
§99.95

Ethernet Card
Wireless PCI Card

Wireless USB Card
Wireless PC Card

www.computerrack.ca

2ack

Bay 2013 30d Ave NE, Caloary, AB.T2EGZ3 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Video Cards

NVIDIA

MX 440 oem $69.95
MSI MX 440 RETAIL  §79.95
ASUS 5200 64MB RETAILS99.95
ASUS 5200 128MB RETAIL

s119
MSI 5200 RETAIL $109
MSI 5600 128MB RETAIS23
MSI 5600 256MB RETAIS269.95]
ASUS 5600 128MB RETASI%“ 2

MSI 5700 128MB RETAIL
$259.

SOUNDCARDS
Generic 16-bit §24.95
Generic live 5.1 $29.95
Creative Labs
Creative PCI 128
Creative Live 5.1
Creative Audigy 1
Creative Audigy 2
Creative Audigy 2 RETAIL

$169.95

Creative Extigy $199.95
Creative Audigy 2 Platinum

ey 2 Pl 05

Creative Audigy 2 Platinum Pro ZS
§329.95

SPEAKERS
tandard Speakers $19.95
AOpen MS-810 $39.95
Multimedia Speakers(2.1) $49.95

Creative 2.1 370
Creative 5.1 560
Creative 6.1 6600

$79.95
$129.95
$139.95

$89.95
$79.95
$149.95
$219.95

Logitech X220
Logitech Z540
Logitech Z3

Logitech Z560

Altec 120
Altec 121

$29.95
$59.95

Network Cables

3FT Patch

SFT Patch

10FT Patch

15FT Patch

25FT Patch

SOFT Patch

100FT Patch

6FT Crossover
10FT Crossover
15FT Crossover
25FT Crossover
SOFT Crossover
100FT Crossover

Come Checkout our
High End Gaming ,
Home Entertainment,
& Business Systems & Servers!

Leasing Available, Prices Subject to Change Without Notice. Check Website For Current Pricing. All Prices are Cash & Interact Only. (Add 3% for Credit)

Special Pricing Only in Effect on Nov 14th and 15th, While Supplies Last



WWW.OE M Depot.com

dAPE"E-IN ¢/ EBALV\Y =
Mon to Sat 9 am to 9 pm - Sundays and Holidays 9 am to 6 pm

ONE STOP SHOPPING FOR .BLANK MEDIA

50DVD-R Spindle  Ritek 100CD-RSpindle  4xDVD-R25 Spmdle P50 CO-R Spindle 4% DVD+R 25 Spindle

AMD Athlon 2500+  IntelP426C800FSB  AMDAthlon2600+  |ntelP42.8C800FSB  AMD Athlon 2800+

Ploneer dy+/- VDBumer 1652132 xS)CDR Burner Sony 16x DVD-ROM Sony DVD/CORW Combo USBZOExterna!Enclosure

- ESHSAPOID) BTITERSS) ATAFTS oSN SUSPAHL AR o)

! mu'-q-a—-

4831 Macleod Tail SW - Tel: (403) 287-3436 - Fax: (403) 287-3427 - email: oemdepot@shaw.ca - Resellers Welcome

www.hubcanada.com December 2003 - HUB: Digital Living: Calgary Section CA1I8



RIDER

Computer Services Lid.

1512MB PC2700 DDR RAM
180GB 7200RPM HARDDRIVE
I52x cD-RW

116X DVD ROM

INTEGRATED 10-100LAN

KB & MOUSE INCLUDED
|INCLUDES

IINTERGRATED VIDEO & AGP SOCKET

:ATX CASE w/300WATT POWER SUPPLY

IAMD ATHLON XP2400+ PROCESSOR

\ LG 700S 17" SVGA MONITOR/Windows 98SE COA

DELL PIll 400MHz IBM PIll 500MHz DELL PIll 667MHz DELL Pill 733MHz
128Mb Ram 128Mb Ram 128Mb Ram 128Mb Ram
6.4Gb Hdd 6.4Gb Hdd 10Gb Hdd 20Gb Hdd
CD-Rom CD-Rom CD-Rom CD-Rom
Sound Sound Sound Sound I
10-100Lan 10-100Lan 10-100Lan 10-100Lan
KB & Mouse KB & Mouse KB & Mouse Win98SE COA
*129 ‘189 ‘269 ‘379
," AMD ATHLON XP2400+ TOWER SYSTEM

*999

[CORNERSTONE P1500|
21” SVGA MONITOR

@LG

\—-——-—--—,

$59

$19

[ Great Gift Idea |[ Great Gift Idea |[ Great Gift Idea || Great Gift Idea
Logitech TracMan 3pc Mini lomega APC Smart UPS
Live Cordless SubWoofer System|| External40x12x48 1000
Mouse CD-RW

$139

$99

M - F: 8:30AM - 6PM
SAT :10:00AM- 5PM
SUN: CLOSED

219-3137

i PC SERVICE SPECIAL \
| gem g gemm gmm  PC DIAGNOSTIC AND VIRUS CHECK AND i
|- R E REMOVAL !
! CASE CLEANING INSIDE & OUT ;

#3-1825 32nd Ave NE

VISITONLINE@ www.rider.com

30617427

CA20
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I"New Showroom Now Open!!

Come By Our New Computer Design
Consultation Before You Buy Your Next Computer. Our Extremely Knowledgeable,
Non-commision, Unbiased Sales Staff Will Help You Decipher The Often Cryptic
Computer World.

Centre For A Low Key, Pressure Free

Pentium 4, Athlon, Celeron, Geforce, Radeon, Hyperthreading, Tablet PC, Centrino,

802.11a/b/g, PC3200, FSB, S-ATA, RAID,

DDR, XP, Ghz, GB, 8XAGP, 64 bit, USB2.0

This Is Our World And We Can Explain It To You In Language You Will Understand.

Visit Us And You’'ll Find Out Why Thousands Of Home And Business Users Have
Chosen Problem Solved Over The Last Decade. Excellent Computers, Great Value,
Unparalleled Service Are Just the Beginning.

Solution: Intel Performance

Asus P4C800E-Deluxe

1024 MB Dual Channel PC3200 DDR
Radeon 9800XT/GeForce FX5950 Ultra
1.44 MB Floppy Drive

2 X 120 GB S-ATA 7200 RPM

Liteon 16X DVD

Liteon 4X DVD+/- RW

Creative Labs Audigy 2

Gigabit Ethernet

Logitech 2-5300 Speakers

Antec Sonata, 380 Watt Power Supply
Logitech MX Duo Cordless Keyboard
Logitech MX Duo Cordless Mouse

6 in 1 Media Card Reader

Windows XP Pro

On Special
On Special Pentium 4 3.0C $3490 $3190
On Special Pentium 4 2.8C $3400 $3100

Solution: Coming Soon

802.11 G Networking Demo / RAID O, 1,
5 - Simulate Drive Failure / Tablet PC -
Help or Hype? / External Hard Drives -
Can They Replace Tape? You Can Test
and Decide / Video Capture Hands On

Solution: Intel Value

Gigabyte 8SIMLH-P

256 MIB PC2700 DDR

On Board AGP

1.44 MB Floppy Drive

40 GB 7200 RPM

Liteon 52X CDROM

On Board Audio

On Board Ethernet

Labtec Spin55 Speakers

ATX Tower, Front USB, 300 Watt

Logitech Internet Keyboard

Logitech Optical Mouse

Windows XP Home
Special Intel Celeron 2.4 GHz $720 $695
Special Intel Celeron 2.6 GHz $745 $720

Pentium 4 3.2C $3695 $3395 Special Intel Celeron 2.8 GHz $785 $760

Solution: TFT LCD Panels

Viewsonic VG700B 17” $675 $645
NEC LCD1760V 17" $710 $680
Viewsonic VP191b 19”7 1675 $1025
NEC LCD1960NX 19" $£995 $960
Viewsonic VP201 20” $1750 $1700
NEC LCD2080UX 20" $2050 $2000

IINEW 96 Skyline Cres. N.E., Calgary, AB Tel: 730-8026 Fax: 206-7537 NEW!!

Call for current pri
www.problemsolved.ca
Hours M-F 9-6, Sat 12-5, C

Problem S

olved Inc.

ce and availability.
sales@problemsolved.ca

losed Sun, Long Weekends
30629927

www.hubcanada.com

December 2003 - HUB: Digital Living: Calgary Section
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HUB Classifieds
| COMPUTER SERVICES

COMPU\,1s10n
®YOUR SOURCE

EMERGENCY

DATA RECOVERY
1-866-771-7761
No Data -- No Charge

FOR FINE PC Free Evaluation

\) ENTHUSIAST Data Guarantee

PRODUCTS All Hard Drives,
Tapes, 0/S (PC, MAC)

LEARN MORE AT

%USO' . www.ActionFront.com
WIWW,&-Compuviston,com

Great Deals on Off-Lease
Notebooks, Desktop & Monitors
www.LessTech.com 416-401-
8866 1-888-320-8866

TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD
contact: Bobby Singh
| @ 1-800-465-3517 (ext 1262)
, or email
adclass@hubcanada.com

Trandsoft Research

With over 20 years of software development with some of
largest companies in the world, in high profile projects
including the military, oilpatch, commerce, security
pharmaceutical, telecommunications and graphics
sectors, Trandsoft is well equiped to handle your IT project
large or small.

With a practical no-nonsense in-the-trench approach to
software product development utilizing cutting edge
development methodologies and technologies our motto is
‘We Deliver’ - just ask our clients.

E For development, outsourcing and product partnering,

|® contact Trandsoft today. (403) 266-5666 www.trandsoft.com |

30609227

Complete Your Linux Certificate In Just 3 months

Prepare to write the LPI Certification
Level 1 in 3 months (weekday, fast-track)
or 6 months (weeknights).

¢ |ntroduction to Unix/Linux
¢ Linux Level 1: Fundamentals

* Linux Level 2: System Administration .
* Linux Level 3: Networking MOUNT ROVYAL
» LPI Certification Preparation Course @ COLLEGE

Faculty of Continuing Education & Extension

L SELF INK REFILLKITS =
Why thmw nw-y your ucod clnrldgc ;
Refill it rself or we do it for you. Hassle free service! N

Up to %Savlng of your printing cost starts nowl 3

LASEIRNTIgNER REFILL

Canon, EPSON, HP, Lexmark, NEC, Xerox, &
Tochnicat suppot BTOtHEF, ... Any InkJet & Laser Prmrers, Copiers, Fax B
© DO-IT-YOURSELF INK REFILL KITS &

® ON-SITE EXPRESS REFILL SERVICE &

Qulll'y Products
ﬁ l ®NEW COMPATIBLE INK CARTRIDGES &

Guanmudl
Jor Best Pricing. The Best Products & Lowest Pnce Guamteed /B
We do also keep opening on Saturday & 0
ar New Crossroads Flea Market (New Location 1z.u-mn SE) 5

CanCom International Ltd.  Ph.:209-0017 &

uite 1A, 1230A-17Ave. SW, Calgary AB (Mon - Sat: 9:30 am - 5:00pm) T
YOURSELF INK REFILL KITS URSELF INK REFILL KITS DO-T-YOURSELF INK REFILL KITS@

/1/

100%

Learn AutoCAD in 4 weeks

Courses include:
CADD System Management I, AutoCAD I, AutoCAD II and AutoCAD III
Courses run Monday to Friday, 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Jan. 12 - Feb. 6, 2004 Mar. 1 - Mar. 26, 2004
Fee: $1499 (includes books)
For more information, please email us
at cadd @sait.ca or call (403) 284-8430

REDEFINE YOURSELF

IBESIECHI

Electronic Services Ltd.

Authorized Service Centre for:

JUC & panasonic HitacHi MGBA NEC @LG =7 @cousar PP APEX Digital

6031 - 3rd St. S.E., Calgary,
Phone (403) 252-4436 Fax (403) 255-5748
Email: bestech@telusplanet.net

We also service: Toshiba, Sony, Sharp and Sanyo

WE SERVICE LARGE SCREEN TVS IN SHOP OR ON SITE
Repairs to TVs, VCRs, DVDs, Audio & Camcorders ’

AB T2H 1K3

30614227

CA22
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Why Would you give anyone money to slap together your new computer?
We performance, cable, BIOS and OS tune your system to run faster and

cooler, spending over 1 hour on your system. Gwe up bad design for good!

Build.It.Your.Seli Kit

56MB DDR Memory PC2700
40GB 7200rpm drive L 3 A,
Video On main board £ 512MB DOR PC2700%7

ATX case 17"
Sound On main board ° ATX 17" tower case
power supply

b4y e ?ooanuddrm 7200rpm

on board IDE ATA133 support Sound Card on board
10/100 ethernet / lan GeForced 64MB 8xAGP
LG 52x CD-RO!

\ e 8S655FX-L

tR 800FSB, USB v2
256MB DDR PC2700
ATX 17" tower case
supply

300w power
80GB 7200rpm hard drive
Sound Card on board
GeForced4 64MB 8XAGP

AMDIEOWETBOX2

Glgabxlo 7N400L1 nForce2
DDR PC2700
80GB 7200RPM hard drive
ATX 17" tower cau. front USB
300\: Povn upply
Geforced WB 8xAGP

Windows rd
WIndom XP Homo add $169
Have ASCOT build it and h

M COT bui
Have ASCOT build it and HnAS R

AMD Duron1 3G gase
AMD XP 2200 399
AIID XP 2400 $417

any Mloll'o Ogmlon

ab e board

25%1!3'962700
ATX case w/300w PS
32MB video on board

10/100 lan on board

Sound on board
Build.It.Your.Self Kit
Have ASCOT Build it $40

222
Mo

i

Performances tune it for

Man Moro 0 ti
A vy g

gabyte
256MB PC2700
ATX case w/300w PS
Forced4 64MB 8x AG|
10/100 lan on board
Sound on board
Build.It.Your.Self.Kit
lave ASCOT Build it

Many More Options
valla

D\lll Amp. Speakers
6 channel sound
LG 52x24x52 CD-RW

extra case fan
10/100 c!homot LAN
Performance Tuned! UN
XP-2800+ Barton
P-2700+
XP-2600+ 707
XP-2500+ Barton 3688
XP-2400+ 669
XP-2200+

Performances tune it for

on

WYECS boa
256MB DDR PC2700

4x PCl, AGP,
4 USB v2
ATX Case 17" ’
300wPowchuﬁp'& WI”I lll rchase
Build.lt.Your.Se *
jave ASCOT Build it $40, C (1) (I

AMD Duron1.3G$237
AMD XP 2400 $298

AMD XP 2500

Up 512MBPC2700$64
any More Option
Available

dt

AMDIEowerBox3
TVTE00P-L
1%.8 DR PC3200
Maxtor BOGB Serial-ATA
ATX case 17"
300w Powor Supply
Radeon 9200u r{“‘ AGPI!:

Logitech Wheel M
Wlndvohm XP Home add 31 69

Iﬁl“ﬂl.*‘l-.ll. ] _$20.m; ,’ rebate s
SmokinalinteliSystem
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Organization (and fun)

on the go

For the organized — or even better, the organizationally
impaired — a PDA is a great gift idea. If your giftee is already
toting a handheld, there is a wide-range of add-ons, software,
games, and cases that will help them get the most out of their
digital sidekick.

Pocket PC
Dell Axim X3

www.dell.ca

Estimated price: $549
With 64 MB and a 400 MHz processor, the light-
weight (140 g) Dell Axim X3 Pocket PC has
enough memory and computing power to
handle all applications (it comes with versions
of Microsoft Word, Excel, Outlook, and Explorer
on board). Though it isn't exactly a replace-
ment for your desktop or laptop PC, you can
use it to work on spreadsheets, play games,
send and receive email, and surf the Web (via
integrated WiFi connectivity). The Axim X3
connects to your computer via sync cradle,
cable (both are included), or Bluetooth (using
an SD card, available separately). A standout in

Gift Guide

this handheld is the bright 3.5-inch screen, which makes any multi-
media come to life. It has a headphone jack, but you can also listen to
audio via the built-in speaker. A microphone for making voice notes is
also included.

Nestor Gula

Palm OS

PalmOne has added new models to its consumer and business lines,
providing gift ideas for Santas in all budget ranges. All of the following
models have rechargeable internal batteries, run Palm 0S 5.2.1, and
are Windows and Mac compatible.

Zire 21

www.palmone.com Estimated price: $149

This very affordable model is also very basic. It has a 160x160-pixel
monochrome display, 8 MB of built-in memory, two buttons (calendar
and contacts) combined with up and down navigational controls clus-
tered below the display, and comes in an attractive white plastic case
with plastic stylus and blue rubber cover flap. The Zire 21 syncs via
Mini-USB cable or infrared link. It has no media card slot for adding
memory. It's very basic, but it's a good choice for those making the
leap from a paper-based organizer.

continued on page 24

guarantee it.

www.hubcanada.com

Reliability.
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Tungsten E

Estimated price: $299

Though it's a business-oriented line, the multimedia features in the

Tungsten models make them appealing for

| non-business uses too. The E model, with 32
MB of built-in memory, a 320x320 colour
screen, headphone jack, and SD card slot,
connects to a PC via a Mini-USB cable or
infrared link. It has a shiny metal case and
five-way navigator with four control buttons
(calendar, contacts, to-do list, and notepad).
With its card slot, colour screen, and head-
phone jack, the Tungsten E does triple duty
as an organizer, photo album, and audio
player (MP3 and Real Audio formats). A good
tool for those who want a PDA that mixes business and multimedia
features.

Tungsten T3

Estimated price: $599

With a 400 MHz processor (the others use 126 MHz processors), 64
MB of built-in memory, and
a 320x320-pixel display
_ that slides open to
| 320x480, the sleek
| brushed-metal T3 is a very
| nice device that expands on
' the E's multimedia features.
The extra screen real estate,
and ability to change the view from vertical to horizontal, means
wide-format photos aren’t downsized to fit the screen and there's
plenty of room for the on-screen keyboard for text entry. Like the E, it
can be used as an MP3 player, but the T3 adds voice recording and
video playback to its multimedia arsenal. It has a five-way navigator
and four control buttons, and has Bluetooth as well as USB (via the
included cradle) and infrared connectivity.

—Megan Johnston

Accessories

Belkin Wireless PDA Keyboard

www.belkin.com Estimated price: $75
There's a wireless keyboard from a company called Pocketop that
uses a clever mirror system to
reflect the keyboard's infrared sig-
nals to a Pocket PC or Palm hand-
held’s IR port. This wireless PDA
keyboard from Belkin uses the
same principle, although it's notice-
ably bigger overall than the
Pocketop. The trade-off is that this
model’s keys are closer to those of
' a standard keyboard, which many people will
find easier to use. The CD included with the key-
board has both Palm and PocketPC drivers (which can also be found
on Belkin's Web site). Most handhelds are supported, but notable
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exceptions are the Palm Zire 71 and Tungsten T.
—David Tanaka

StylusCentral PDA Aluminum Hard Cases

www.styluscentral.com Estimated price range: $25-49
You've spent a lot of money on a sleek-looking handheld, so why let
it get dinged and scratched? StylusCentral's
series of anodized-aluminum cases are
designed to protect your PDA while fitting
comfortably around it, holding it snugly in
place with a neoprene lining. | tried the
model for the Palm Zire 71, which
includes storage slots for two spare
SD cards and openings for easy
access to the Zire 71's various slots,
connectors, and even the reset but-
ton. In fact, once you put the PDAin
the case, there’s not much reason to take
it out. The only thing missing? A belt clip.
—Emru Townsend

Palm Executive Multifunction Stylus

www.palmone.com Estimated price: $30

If you switch between pen and Palm and presentation, you may
wish you didn't have to juggle different pen-shaped items. The solu-
tion? Palm’s Executive Multifunction Stylus. With a twist of your
wrist, the pen tip changes into a plastic Palm stylus; flip the whole
thing around and you can use it as a laser pointer or a flashlight.
Even better, despite the Palm logo on the side, it can be used on any
touch-sensitive screen, piece of paper, or meet-
ing-room wall.

—Sean Carruthers

Belkin Stylus Multi-Pack

www.belkin.com Estimated price: up to $12*

If, like me, you tend to lose your PDA stylus on a
regular basis, you may want to check out
Belkin’s stylus multi-packs. Each package con-
tains several replacements, so you always have
another ready when one goes missing. There are

replacements for several Palm and Pocket PC

models. (See the PDA accessories section of the

Belkin Web site for your model.)

—SC

Games in your palm

Yahtzee

www.handmark.com Estimated price: $27*

If you are a fan of Yahtzee and Palm, download the electronic ver-
sion of Yahtzee. The game looks great on a high-resolution colour
screen. The scorecard is on the left and dice are on the right, with a
big oval Roll button just below them. When you hit Roll, the animated

www.hubcanada.com



dice tumble and realistic audio adds to the
effect. The play is true to the original —
but no sneaking an extra roll. Handmark
also makes Scrabble and Monopoly under
license from Hasbro.

Calypso
www.fund4palm.com Estimated price: $20*

Calypso is a downloadable Tetris-like
game (falling pieces you fit into a grid).
The base is a hexagonal grid with tinted
areas that change colour when you suc-
cessfully fill them. Like Tetris, it can be
highly addictive, and you need your wits
about you because the pieces fall faster as
the game progresses.

—0T

Atari Retro

www.gomdm.com Estimated price: $50

There's something about vintage video games that never gets old.
Atari Retro features versions of classics such as Asteroids, Breakout,
Centipede, Missile Command, Yar's Revenge, Adventure, and Pong.
They all come on a single SD card, which is compatible with Palm 0S
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5.0+, Pocket PC 2002+, and Nokia N-Gage operating systems.
—SC

PalmPak Game Essentials
www.palm.com Estimated price: $50

If you're not into the old arcade classics, this SD card features a vari-
ety of other games, including SimCity, Atum, Shanghai, Billiards, and
Vegas VIP Casino. It's compatible with all Palm 0S devices with an
SD slot.

—SC

*Converted from US$9.25 (stylus multi-packs),
US$20 (Yahtzee), US$15 (Calypso)
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If your holiday music tastes lean towards the Pogues’
“Fairytale of New York” or anything from the Boney M Christmas
album, you may have been barred from using the home stereo
system. Happily, with a portable music player you can play
anything you like without offending those around you. Here are
a few tools to help get your solo party started.

Portable MP3 players

Apple iPod 20 and 40 GB

www.apple.ca Estimated price: $579 and 729
Still the coolest MP3 player going, Apple has introduced new iPods,
in 20 and 40 GB capacities. Both come with
a FireWire dock (USB 2.0 dock/cable
sold separately) and wired remote
control. The new iPods are compatible
with both Mac and Windows right out
of the box. Yeah, an iPod costs a bit
more, but it’s still hard to beat its ele-
gance and ease of use. (See HUB
September 2003 for more on the iPod.)
—Sean Carruthers

Creative Nomad MuVo NX 128 MB

www.nomadworld.com Estimated price: $230
The Nomad MuVo NX is a tiny flash-based player that doubles as a
128 MB USB memory key. Although the NX version
of the player is the same size as the stan-
dard MuVo, it adds an LCD window
and a full menu system, which
means that not only can you
see what's playing, you can
delete files, adjust EQ set-
tings, and more. The MuVo
NX can also be used as a
voice recorder, thanks to a
tiny built-in microphone. The
whole thing runs on just one AAA battery. A 256 MB version of the
MuVo NX is also available.
—SC

Lyra RD2760

www.rca.com Estimated price: $379
This model is similar to other Lyras except that it's thicker — thicker
because this player is loaded. It has a
miniature 1.5 GB internal hard disk that
can store about 25 hours of music in
MP3 format or 50 hours in MP3Pro
format. It’s still quite small, measur-
ing 5.8x5.8x2.8 cm, and weighs
just 91 g. It comes with an arm-
band but is small enough to tuck
into a shirt or jacket pocket.
Transferring files is easy: most com-
puters will recognize it as an external

Tuning into holiday sounds

storage device and all you have to do is drag and drop the files on its

desktop icon. It sounds great, the user interface is simple and battery

life is good — a single charge lasts up to eight hours. The Lyra

RD2760 is a great portable music device and proof that MP3 players

will be continue to get smaller, more powerful, and more affordable.
—Nestor Gula

Accessories

Belkin iPod add-ons

www.belkin.com Price: $149 (Media Reader), $75 (Voice
Recorder), $40* (TuneDok) .
Belkin checks in this Christmas season with a trio of accessories for
your iPod.
If your digital camera is getting full but you have no
way to offload the images, Belkin's new Media
— Reader for iPod allows you to stick your camera’s
memory card into the appropriate slot, then
copy the files to your iPod’s hard drive. It uses
the dock connector found on new iPod models
and is powered by four AAA batteries. It's
compatible with
CompactFlash,
SecureDigital/MMC,
/" Memory Stick, and

\ /’ SmartMedia cards, and has

a sliding door to cover the

slots when they're not in use.
The hitch: you have to upgrade
your iPod’s firmware to version 2.1.

The Voice Recorder attachment hooks to the top of your iPod, and if
you have v2.1 of the firmware already installed, there’s nothing else
to do — just attach it and select “voice memos” in the Extras folder.
You can’t use it at the same time as your headphones, but it’s easy to
attach and remove, and has a protective cover for its connectors
when not in use.

If you like to take your iPod on the road, the TuneDok is a great com-
panion for the car. It includes a base with a pivoting stand that fits
into a cup holder in your car. Once you've put your iPod in the
TuneDok, you can adjust its height with the ratcheting neck design,
and use the suction cup to hold it in position.

—SC

Etymotic ER-6 Isolator headphones

www.headphonezone.com Estimated price: $198

If you want a really compact set of headphones for your MP3 player
that also cancel out noise and
sound great, take a listen to
Etymotic’s ER-6 Isolator ear-
phones. They're designed to fit
right into your ear canal, like
earplugs, and you have your
choice of silicon or foam tips. The
great news is that because they
block out ambient noise (15 to

www.hubcanada.com



20 dB reduction), you can listen to music at a much lower volume,
protecting your hearing. They're certainly pricey, but once you've
tried them out, the sound quality speaks for itself. —SC

MMGear M500FL 5.1 headphones

www.mmgear.com Estimated price: $90
The great thing about 5.1 surround sound audio is that you feel like
you're right in the middle of the action,
but when you have to switch to
headphones you end up going
right back to stereo. Not so
with MMGear's new 5.1
headphone set, which
comes with three sepa-
rate 1/8-inch plugs for
front, rear, and centre

phones, are three mini

speakers in each earpiece, placed one in front

of the other to simulate front center, and rear. The downside is that
you have to plug your headphones to the rear of your PC, or use
adapters to connect directly to the rear of your DVD player (if its
audio is even configured that way), but with a 3 m cable you

have a long leash. They're not audiophile quality by any means

— there’s some distortion at top volume and you won't feel the
bass like you would with a subwoofer — but they're certainly

channels. Inside the head-
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an interesting way to get surround sound while keeping it to yourself.
(If you can't find this locally, check out www.neo-eshop.com.)
—SC

Sennhesier PXC 250 headphones

www.sennheiser.com Suggested retail price: $179
If you're a frequent traveller — even if it's only a daily walk/train/bus
to work — you probably plug yourself in
to a Walkman or MP3 player for
some personalized zone-out music,
and crank the volume up to get
past the ambient noise of engines
and other people. Save your ears:
Sennheiser’s padded PXC 250 head-
phones not only look good and feel
good, they sound good — especially
when much of the outside world is fil-
tered out via the NoiseGard compensation
system. | tried the headphones sitting in the
noisiest part of a bus and on Montreal’s metro
system; in both cases, activating NoiseGard
eliminated most of the din so | could hear my music
clearly without having to turn it up. Only one problem:
they're so good at shutting out traffic noise, you'll have
to be extra careful on the street.
—Emru Townsend

*Converted from US$30.
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Hewlett-Packard
Scandet 4670

www.hp.ca

Estimated price: $300

If you need to add your older
photo prints, slides, or docu-
ments to your digital
archives, you've probably been
considering a scanner. They've
been pretty standard for sev-
eral years now, essentially
consisting of a box with a flip-
up lid, but HP's new ScanJet
shakes up the design. It has a
scanning component that
resembles a picture frame
that opens up like a book:
drop your document or phato
inside, close it up, and then
watch as it scans through the
clear window. If you have a
bigger item, or one that's
hanging on a wall, just lift the
scanning window out of the
base, hold it up to the item
you want to scan, and press
the button on the side of the
scanner. The downside is that
you have to stay within about
1.25 m of your computer
thanks to the length of the
USB cable, but the new
design gives you a lot more
flexibility than the old-school
flatbed. There's even a slide
attachment.

—SC

Buying a

digital camera?

Read this first!

There is a dizzying array of
digital cameras on the market
today. Whether you're looking
for a simple point-and-shoot
or something more advanced,
here are a few things to keep
in mind:

The megapixel myth: Don't
assume that the more
megapixels (MP) a camera
has, the better it will be. You
will get bigger images with
more megapixels, but they'll
take up more space and take
longer to write to memory. A
3 MP image will make very
good Bx10 prints, and 2 MP
images are fine for use on the
Web, email, and 4x6-inch
prints.

continued on page 29

Digital gifts for the

In November, we reviewed more than 20 digi-
tal cameras for a range of budgets (online at
www.HUBcanada.com). Since then, we've had
a chance to look at a few more models — and
some photography-related tools — worthy of
consideration for the digital photographer’s
holiday wish list.

Digital cameras

Fujifilm FinePix F700

www.fujifilm.ca Estimated price: $899

The Fujifilm F?00 uses SuperCCD technology to
achieve a res-
olution level
% of6.2MP

(megapixels).

The lens is

sharp and has
a 3X optical.
Fujifilm’s cameras have always had a very good
user interface and this continues in the F700. The
menu is clearly laid out, easy to use, and intuitive,
with single-button access to the most commonly
used features. Encased in an elegant aluminum
body, this camera is surprisingly lightweight (195
g), even with the proprietary rechargeable Lithium
lon battery pack, xD card, and strap.

—Nestor Gula

Kodak EasyShare DX 64390
www.kodak.ca Estimated price $730
Distinguishing this 4 MP model is a 10X optical
zoom lens (equal to a 380
mm telephoto at full
zoom). Its design, a
departure from
Kodak's consumer
line, has an edgy
prosumer SLR look.
It uses an electronic
viewfinder system and
offers a number of exposure modes,
including fully manual. The 2.2-inch LCD screen on
the back looks even bigger because the camera
itself is surprisingly small. Despite its compact
dimensions, the handgrip is comfortable. Adding to
the favourable ergonomics is a set of controls that
are simple and efficient: a combination scroll
wheel/switch just under the shutter button allows
you to quickly run through menus and sub-menus
using just your index finger. On the back, a circular
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shutterbug

dial with a four-way toggle in the middle controls
the main modes, while close-up, flash, and timer
modes have dedicated buttons. Overall, image
quality is very good: 8x10-inch enlargements will
be no problem with this camera. The camera uses
SD memory cards, but also has 16 MB of built-in
memory. It comes with an EasyShare 6000 dock,
and can be used with the EasyShare Printer Dock
6000 (sold separately) to make prints without fir-
ing up the personal computer.

—David Tanaka

Olympus C-5060 Wide Zoom
www.olympus.com Estimated price: $1,000
For some, the main complaint about digital cam-
eras is that the lens just
doesn't have a wide
enough angle to get
those shots that require
it, especially indoors.
The 5.1 MP C-5060
has a 4X zoom lens
that's equivalent to
27 mmin 35 mm
photography, which
means you can fit
more in the frame. The
camera also offers a lot of manual control over
your shot, has a flip-up LCD that can be spun
around for self-portraits, and comes with a remote
control. Flash is built in, but there’s a hot shoe for
an optional Olympus flash. It's a bit pricey but the
configuration is bound to please the more
demanding prosumer.
—Sean Carruthers

Sony Cyber-shot DSC-U60

www.sony.ca Estimated price: $399
Encased in a solid plastic shell, the 2 MP Cyber-
shot DSC-UB0 is a rugged waterproof digital cam-
era that can be submerged underwater (up to 1.5
m). As a beach accessory it is excellent — sand
can't get into the lens and spilling a
drink on it won't require exten-
_ sive repairs. If it gets dirty,
you can just run it under the
tap. There is no zoom, but
P you get a really nice wide
/ angle that is perfect for under-
water or group photos.
The camera’s slight-
ly skewed look

www.hubcanada.com



seems strange, but makes it easy to operate with
one hand — with all of the buttons controls easily
accessible. Weighing in at about 195 g with batter-
ies (a pair of AAAs), Memory Stick, and strap, the
camera is lightweight, too.

—NG

Sidekicks

PhotoFit Premium
www.tpfit.com Estimated price: $375*

You can find examples of panoramic scenes
made by piecing together individual prints dating
to the mid-1800s. Panoramas are popular again,
and that same process of making big scenes from
small frames is still used today. Thanks to com-
puter software, photos can be stitched together so
accurately that the joins are all but invisible.
PhotoFit can work with single rows (or columns)
of images to make wide (or tall) composites, or
multiple rows and columns to make them tall and
wide. The program will render the panoramic
image as a normal-looking photo where straight
lines remain straight, as a 360-degree image in
the round (which requires a special viewer like
QuickTime) or as a pseudo dome to approximate
the image taken with a fisheye lens. PhotoFit
organizes panorama making into five steps, from
gathering the source images through to printing.
Each step is shown within the PhotoFit Manager
window, which is context sensitive so relevant
options are available to you during each step. The
program includes a colour balancer that works
quite well to equalize the brightness levels of the
photos. Just make sure you have a capable sys-
tem: on my dual-Athlon test system with 1 GB of
RAM, the rendering of four photos into one panora-
ma took a few minutes. Note: both a freeware ver-
sion and a “light” version called PhotoFit Harmony
($70%) are also available if you find the price of
the Premium version too daunting.

—DT

MicroSolutions RoadStor
www.micro-solutions.com
Estimated price: $429
More memory is a sure hit for any digital photog-
rapher, but the RoadStor
might be the gadget
they didn't know they
wanted. Accompanied
by its own carrying
case with slots for
the remote control,
rechargeable battery,
and its cables, the
RoadStor is about the size of a hardcover book,
and operates as a standalone CD burner that will
back up the contents of memory cards onto CD-R
or CD-RW discs. But this eager-to-please unit does
much more. Hook it up to a TV or a desktop PC
(USB 2.0 capability required) and it plays DVDs
and displays pictures from cards or CDs. It serves
as an external card reader and CD burner for your
computer; and it will play audio CDs and MP3 files
on either CDs or memory cards, with or without a
TV or PC connection.

The RoadStor is compatible with SecureDigital,
CompactFlash (Types | and Il), MultiMedia Card,
SmartMedia, Memory Stick, and microdrive for-
mats. It will copy to and from the CD, but only
reads one card at a time, So you can't copy direct-
ly from one card to another. It supports multi-ses-
sion burning, so you can keep shooting and back-
ing up the pictures until the CD is full.

The included manual has easy to follow instruc-
tions and photos to show the proper connections;
the unit offers RCA audio/video input jacks and an
S-Video input jack. The audio jack will accept stan-
dard headphones not included}, but you'll need
the remote to control the volume. The RoadStor is
compatible with Windows 98, Me, 2000 (SP3) and
XP, and Mac 0S 10.1.3 or above.

—Sharlene Myers

*Converted from US$277 (PhotoFit Premium),
US$52 (PhotoFit Harmony).

—

-
N

Final PhotoFit Premium panorarma stitched from six images measures 5,400x2,000 pixels.
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Physical dimensions: Go to a
store and see how the cam-
era fits your hand. Is it too
heavy? Does it fit in your
pocket? Can you operate the
controls comfortably? The
physical aspects will be very
important to your enjoyment
of a camera.
Optical vs. digital zoom: Nearly
all digital cameras have both
optical and digital zooms.
Optical zoom means a lens
magnifies the image, while a
digital zoom is an effect creat-
ed in the camera's software.
Avoid buying a camera based
solely on the digital zoom as
it's & poor indicator of the
camera’s quality.
Feature menu: How simple is
it to access the features of
the camera? Some can be
very complex, so it's worth
spending some time in a cam-
era store trying to navigate
the features on the models
you're considering before mak-
ing your choice.
Shutter lag: Some digital cam-
eras have a longish lag
between pressing the shutter
button and actually capturing
the picture. Before purchasing
your camera check it out to
see if you can live with
this lag.
Memory: A few cameras have
internal memory, but most
use either CompactFlash (CF),
Secure Digital/MultiMediaCard
(SD/MMC), xD Picture Card
(xD), Memory Stick, or
SmartMedia (SM) removable
memor. (SM is no longer used
by the main manufacturers).
The batteries: Typically either
proprietary or AA; some high-
end cameras will also accept
lithium ion batteries meant for
film cameras. Proprietary bat-
teries sometimes have a
longer life, but you have to
take a charger or spare bat-
teries (expensive) when you
travel. AA batteries are readi-
ly available (and affordable)
and if you buy a set of Nickel
Metal Hydride (NiMH}
rechargeables, you will have
plenty of long-lasting power.
Some cameras already ship
with rechargeable AAs.
—Nestor Gula
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Ringing in the season

Want to stay connected with your loved ones wherever they
may wander? If so, here are a few new wireless phones and
services we've looked at.

Nokia 3600

www.nokia.ca Price: $580, $349 (with two-year contract)
Nokia’s 3600 shines when you're using it for the basics: voice calls,
emailing, and text messaging. It also surfs the Web, but at a glacial
pace. Despite that, it does allow you to download Symbian and Java
applications (including games) on the go. With the built-in camera,
you can take still pictures or
video clips, and send
them out immediately
via email. A cool fea-
ture, but at a top
resolution of
640x480 pixels,
you probably won’t be
printing them. Because
there is no stylus, you enter infor-
mation using the round keypad. The
3600 can connect wirelessly to your comput-
er via infrared or Bluetooth, and comes with a 16 MB
SD card for storing pictures and programs. It also has a TTY/TDD
(Telecommunication Device for the Deaf) with a phone adapter, and
has hearing aid support with a LPS-3 Loopset. Not bad for a phone the
size and weight (135 g] of an average cell phone. It’s available from
Rogers AT&T.
—Nestor Gula

LG 5450 camera phone from Telus
www.telusmobility.com Price: $380, $230 (with

three-year contract)
Telus has leapt into the world of camera phones
with the new LG 5450, which features a 0.3 MP
camera along the top edge of the phone, as well
as a tiny mirror so you can take self-portraits.
Once you capture images, you can send
them to friends with camera phones (on
Telus Mobility's 1X service), email
them, or post them on your own pic-
ture site on Telus' server. It costs
$0.25 per image sent, in addi-
tion to monthly voice and

data plans.

—Sean Carruthers

Rogers totalphone

www.totalphone.ca Estimated price: $140

The totalphone package from Rogers AT&T debuted in October in the
form of the sleek, silver Motorola C256. The small, lightweight (under
80 g) GSM/GPRS cell phone has a 96x64-pixel colour display, and fea-
tures like email, voice dial, games, text messaging, AOL Instant
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Messenger, Web service, and an organizer for
daily tasks. The phone comes with a removable
battery, charger, and SIM card. The service por-
tion of the totalphone combo allows for easy
setup for anyone with a bank account. No
credit checks or contracts required: the user
makes pre-authorized monthly payments or
top ups through their bank account or credit
card. Also, no deposit, activation fees, or sepa-
rate system access fees are required. Monthly
fees start at about $30. The handset comes
with a one-year warranty. The package can be
purchased and service activated at Rogers
Video outlets across Canada or via the totalphone
Web site.
—Jessica Malone

Sony Ericsson P800

www.sonyericsson.com Estimated price: $1,000
What can the P800 do? A better question is what this PDA/phone
combo can't do. All the must-have features are
there, including a built-in camera, Web browser,
and high-resolution colour screen. It also
adds handwriting recognition (much like
Palm’s Graffiti), a voice recorder, and MP3
player (visit the Web for a stack of other
downloadable applications). The very
cool stylus makes you feel like
you're working on a PDA, and
Bluetooth means wireless con-
nectivity. Does this spell the
beginning of the end of Pocket
PCs? Not quite yet: it's a bit over-
whelming, and the wealth of features
may have new users running for a paper, pen,
and landline. (Note: For syncing PDA data, a PC running Windows 98
or later is required.) The P800 is available from Fido (www.fido.ca) for
$950 with new service activation.
—Mara Gulens

Kyocera Slider from Bell

www.bell.ca Price: $224, $99 (with two-

year contract)

Like clamshell designs, the Kyocera Slider (the
SE4?) is a compact handset that expands to
reveal its keypad — in this case sliding open
instead of unfolding. The COMA phone weighs
less than 115 g and includes a speaker phone
feature, voice dialing, WAP Web browser, and
text messaging, as well as a scheduler, calcula-
tor, alarm clock, and stopwatch. The speaker
phone is excellent, with call receipients saying
they were unable to tell the feature was being
used.

—Megan Johnston
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TechTV's Annual
HoL'DAY BUY'NG GU'DE

» :

Throughout the month of December
TechTV will bring you up to speed on coolest and latest
Tech items to and this Holiday Season.

B

Here is just a taste of what some of your favorite shows
will be covering all month long.

Q{ PLNY =ResH (=EAR

30pm-9pm ET

* Best Games for all gaming consoles * Hottest gadgets on the market
* Ultimate Games for the Holidays * Favorite tech gadgets to give or to get

g

- HESTAHAAL O RY
teChlive WEEKDAYS 7-Bpm ET
mET

Weekoars B-8:30vm

* Top gifts under Sso
* Gift giving tips and advice * Staff holiday tech wish list
* User type buyer guide * Great holiday DVD picks.

°gs

¢
techtv

new things. turn us on

To order TechTV call your cable or satellite provider
www.techtvcanada.co
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Dreaming of a

Blue(tooth) Christmas

With the number of Bluetooth-enabled gadgets available this
holiday season, it seems like this wireless technology is finally
coming into its own. Here are a few we checked out.

Actiontec USB Bluetooth adapter

www.actiontec.com Estimated price: $55
If you want to get rid of some of the wires around your

computer, adding Bluetooth is as simple as plugging in
an adapter like this USB model from Actiontec.
Wirelessly connecting with Bluetooth-enabled devices
like printers and handheld computers is the best-
known function, but Bluetooth also allows you to wire-
lessly link computers. For example, | used Actiontec’s
USB adapter to set up a simple network between two
PCs, and easily transferred files back and forth.
Bluetooth used to be a pain to set up; it’s still not com-
pletely transparent, but getting better.

—David Tanaka

Belkin Bluetooth Wireless Optical Mouse

www.belkin.com Estimated price: $100

As the name suggests, Belkin's latest wireless mouse connects
using Bluetooth. It comes with a USB Bluetooth adapter that can be

used for other purposes,

like file sharing with

another Bluetooth-

equipped computer.
The right-handed
design is very comfort-
able, with a contoured side that's covered in a rubbery non-slip sur-
face for your thumb. Belkin calls it a four-button mouse: there are two
normal buttons, a scroll wheel switch, and a side button for your
thumb. The scroll wheel is made of a soft translucent plastic that
flashes blue at different rates to indicate discovery mode, normal
mode, or low battery. —DT

HP DeskJet 450 CBi

www.hp.ca Estimated price: $499 ($429 without Bluetooth)
The DeskJet 450 is a battery-powered portable printer that is also a
photo printer in its own right, with a print resolution of 1,200 dots per
inch and six ink colours. It handles letter-size sheets (including photo
paper and card stock up to 3 mm thick) and con-
nects to your PC via USB, parallel,
infrared, or even Bluetooth
with an optional Bluetooth
card. This DeskJet is quite
beefy for a portable
(33.8x16.3x8.2 cm and 2.2 kg)
but like HP's previous portable,
feels like it will stand up well to life
on the road. Print quality is very respectable, as is speed, especially
for text only.—DT
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Logitech Bluetooth family

www.logitech.com
Logitech has gone heavily into Bluetooth with its new line of prod-
ucts. There's a new version of the Cordless Freedom
Desktop MX [$250), which comes with a wireless
keyboard, optical mouse, and a mouse recharging
base that doubles as a Bluetooth hub for use with
other Bluetooth devices. The MX 900 Bluetooth
Optical Mouse, with the
recharger/Bluetooth
hub base, can be pur-
chased separately
($140). The Mobile
Bluetooth Headset
(price to be announced) can be used with a number of Bluetooth-
compatible phones; it comes with its own recharging base and can
last up to seven hours between charges. The mouse and headset
come with rechargeable batteries; the keyboard comes with four
standard AAs (if you want rechargeables, you'll have to buy them sep-
arately).
—Sean Carruthers

Logitech diNovo Media Desktop

www.logitech.com Estimated price: $325*

Part of the sales pitch for Bluetooth is its ability to connect a num-
ber of devices over short distances,
but most companies haven't gone
beyond connecting a phone and
PDA, or a notebook PC and a

printer. Logitech’s diNovo goes
beyond the traditional

Bluetooth configuration,
with several pieces that are
designed to work together:

a keyboard, mouse, and

a Bluetooth hub that
doubles as the charging
base for the mouse. The major innovation here is that the keyboard
module splits into two wireless components: the main keyboard and
the number pad, which has an LCD screen at its top. Dubbed the
Media Pad, the latter acts as a regular number pad when used with
the keyboard, but doubles as a remote control when you're away
from the PC. It shows track information when you're playing MP3 or
CD audio, displays instant message notifications, alerts you when
you receive new email, and even functions as a standalone calculator.

—SC

For more information on Logitech's Bluetooth strategy, and a com-
patibility chart, see www.logitech.com/bluetooth for the details.

*Converted from US$250.
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Gifts for your notebook PC

At the desk

More people are using notebook computers instead of desktop PCs,
which means they are likely spending hours hunched forward to
squint at badly elevated screens and putting their hands in uncom-
fortable positions to reach awkwardly placed keyboards. Two solu-
tions exist, though both require an external keyboard and mouse — a
small price to pay for physical well-being.

iCurve Invisible Laptop Stand

www.griffintechnology.com Estimated price: $45

Griffin's transparent, sturdy iCurve stand raises your notebook 14 cm,
bringing the screen closer to eye level. Its arms are padded to keep
the notebook from sliding off. The base is smooth enough to easily
rotate it with a notebook on it, but optional feet are available if you'd
rather it stay put. Another bonus: the space under the iCurve makes
for a good spot to slide your keyboard when you're not using it.
—Emru Townsend

Humanscale LPTHLDO2 Laptop Holder

www.humanscale.com Suggested retail price: $315
Humanscale’s stand is pricier but has a built-in document holder,
adjustable height (five levels), a pass-through for cables, and provi-
sions for a notebook security cable. It doesn't rotate, but the L2
Notebook Manager, due in early 2004 from Humanscale, does.

—ET

Gift Guide

Getting carried away

Kensington Skyrunner Contour Case

www.kensington.com Estimated price: $100

If you travel regularly with a lot of different gadgets, you want some-
thing that has room for all your toys but that you can carry comfort-
ably. Kensington’s Skyrunner Contour Case is designed to make the
travel experience better, from a side panel contoured to curve against
the side of your body, to a padded shoulder strap and comfortable
carrying handle. It has several large compartments inside and zip-
pered compartments on the outside. It's made of lightweight ballistic
nylon, which means the case doesn't add to your burden.

—SC

APC TravelPower Backpack

www.apc.com Estimated price: $180

Carrying gadgets is one thing, but packing all your power cords too
can be just plain annoying. APC’s TravelPower line gives you one big
transformer with multiple adapter tips and adjustable voltage, so you
can leave all of the other power cables at home; it even has USB ports
on the side of the power brick, so you can charge gadgets that get
power via USB. Previously only available in a traditional notebook
case, APC has added this backpack version to the series. It has tons
of small pockets as well as larger compartments. The back panel and
straps are padded and it has an adjustable sternum strap.

PRESENTS ITS Bi-Monthly

THE CHALLENGE: Still Life

LEXMARK P3150 ALL-IN-ONE
The Lexmark P3150 Alinone Photo LIEXMARK
Printer is a personal photo process-
ing centre with onboard camera
card readers, a flexible flatbed scan-
ner and PC-enabled one-touch photo
reprinting. The P3150 generates
brilliant borderless 4" x 6" and
8.5" x 11" prints, and makes it easy
and convenient to incorporate tradi-
tional photos into your digital world
thanks to the quality 48-bit flatbed
\ scanner.

Deadline: December 16th, 2003
Name:
Address:
E-Mail:
Phone Number:

PHOTO SPREE

—SC
--
-
--

THE RULES: You must use a digital camera to capture the subject. Work can be
submitted via email (contest@hubcanada.com). Accompanying your photo should be the
make and model of the camera you used, the names of any software you used to
modify the image and, if possible, the /stop and shutter speed you used to take
the photo.

Submit your photographs, along with the information from the form below, by
December 16, 2003. You can submit up to three photographs, all of which must be
accompanied by a submission form. Entries must be submitted via email. Files should
be no bigger than 500 KB and no smaller that 300 KB. One photo per email.

Contest Rules: Prizes must be claimed by February, 12 2004. Winners must provide
valid identification upon claiming prize. The prizes awarded are not transferable and
cannot be redeemed for cash. To enter and to be eligible to win, persons must be
residents of Canada, and not employees or be domiciled with an employee of CCP
Media, its affiliate companies, or advertising or promotional agencies. The winners
will be selected by HUB on December 17, 2003 from among all eligible entries
received on or before contest close date. Winners will be contacted by telephone or
email. In the event that they cannot be contacted within the first week following the
contest another entrant will be selected. All entries become the property of HUB and
may be used in subsequent advertisements for the contest. All entries must be sub-
mitted by their artist and must be original work.

HUB's Photo Spree contest form. All submissions must contain this information. Send to contest@hubcanada.com

Age:
Occupation/School:
Title of Entry:
Camera Used:
Software Used:

www.hubcanada.com
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Scrub it clean

You wouldn't sell a car caked
with dirt, would you? If you're
planning to give away or sell
your computer, take the time
to serub it clean first. Earlier
this year, two MIT graduate
students searched 158 sec-
ond-hand computers and dis-
covered a wealth of personal
information left behind, includ-
ing credit card numbers and
financial and medical records.
(Read the press release at
http://web.mit.edu/newsof-
fice/nr/2003/diskdrives.html).

Simply dragging all your files
into the Recycle Bin or Trash
Can isn't good enough; nei-
ther is reformatting the hard
drive. If you want to make
sure your information is safe .
from prying eyes, you'll need
something that rewrites the
hard drive’s data completely.
Wipe Info, part of Symantec's
Norton Utilities and Norton
SystemWorks, is one such
utility; you can find less
expensive solutions by
searching for "disk wipe" or
“disk shred" at freeware/
shareware download sites.

The three-year itch

Now that the pace of PC replacement is speeding up,
what do we do with the old Pentium IlI?

So you bought a top-of-the-line
computer with ample hard drive
space, a blazingly fast processor,
buckets of RAM, and up-to-the-
minute software. You spared no
expense, dropping almost $3,000
on your dream system.

But that was 1998, and now that
233 MHz Pentium Il is barely
keeping up with your kids' $249
PlayStation 2.

In the modern era, few things
symbolize the idea of obsoles-
cence better than the personal
computer. We all know about the
upgrade treadmill, and anyone
who's been around computers
long enough knows that at some
point you just can't upgrade the
processor or beef up the memory
anymore.

In a sense, this is where the e-
waste problem begins. Thanks to
the accelerating pace of hardware
and software development, com-
puters just don't last as long as
they used to. In Environment
Canada’s 1999 Information
Technology (IT) and

Telecommunication (Telecom) Waste in Canada report, the authors
estimated that 60 per cent of the personal computers then in Canada
were expected to have a first-use lifespan of four years, with the rest
lasting five; looking ahead to 2003, they extrapolated that computers
with three-year lifespans would make up 60 percent of the total, with
the rest reaching only two.

Hard to believe? Think about it: printers, scanners, monitors, and
other components also become obsolete, but none of them have as
short a lifespan as the PCs they're connected to. (Out of curiosity, |
sifted through my collection of receipts and discovered that the mon-
itor 'm currently looking at has been connected to four different

computers so far.)

That means a lot of computers, more so
than any other components, are currently
lurking in basements and closets, just
waiting to be thrown out—if they haven't
already been. But if you want to keep them
out of landfills, what can you do?

The best solution, when possible, is to find
your computer a new home. Assuming
you've already tried to give it away to fami-
ly or friends, you still have some options.

My favourite solution happens to be the

one requiring the least effort: donate it.
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Smoking hot in ‘99; Pentium llls {above), Apple G3 [below, left]

Elementary schools and charitable organizations often have a need
for PCs, and usually don’t need the latest multimedia speed demon to
get things done. However, bear in mind that you can't just waltz in
carrying your hardware and drop it off, expecting to be rewarded for
your kindness; call first, explain the situation, and ask if they even
need any computers. If so, find out if they have any minimum sys-
tem requirements.

If you'd rather not do your own legwork, Computers For Schools
takes donated computers and puts them to use in classrooms and
libraries across Canada. You can visit the Computers For Schools Web
site (cfs-ope.ic.gc.ca/) for more details.

Your other option is to sell your computer, as a unit or by individual
components. There are many stores in or near metropolitan areas
that sell older computers at reasonable prices; most buy from compa-
nies clearing out dozens or hundreds of computers at once, but some
also buy from individuals.

You can also try selling online. There's eBay, of course, but you can
also try using Usenet newsgroups. Using a free newsreader like
Outlook Express, Netscape News, or the online Google Groups, search
for newsgroups with the words “forsale” or “marketplace” in their
titles and post a for-sale notice on all that apply. (Don'’t, for example,
post on ont.forsale if you're in Alberta.)

You shouldn’t expect to get rich selling even a year-old computer —
lower your expectations to at least being compensated for your time,
and knowing that you've kept your machine out of landfill just a little
bit longer.

At some point, however, a computer is simply of no use to anyone.
And that raises new issues I'll discuss next month.

By Emru Townsend

www.hubcanada.com
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CONTEST

Let your imagination
(and camcorder) &

Submit up to 3 original digital videos, along with the form below, by February 23rd, 2004. Anything goes, but keep it clean. All videos must be burnt to a CD, and must be no more
than 5 min. in length. Winners will be announced in the March 2004 issue. Must be in QuickTime or Windows Media Player format. All elements of the video must be original and

not infringing on any copyrights.

GRAND PRIZE ',

The 17-inch iMac

WINNING VIDEOS ~—— -

will be featured on

CTV's WebViania

Designed around an ultra-compact base, the Apple iMac features a stunning 17-inch widescreen LCD that
appears to float in mid-air, allowing users to effortiessly adjust its height or angle with just a touch. The

17-inch iMac packs powerful features like a speedy 1GHz G4 processor, extreme NVIDIA graphics, and a fast
DVD-burning SuperDrive which lets you burn your own movies and photos on a DVD disc that plays in almost any
standard DVD player. The iMac also offers two FireWire® 400 and five USB ports for fast, simple,plug-and-play
connections to digital devices such as digital cameras, DV camcorders and iPod digital music players.

Final Cut Express

Featuring the same interface as the Emmy Award-winning Final Cut

Pro, Final Cut Express is a robust editing solution for digital video
enthusiasts. It provides professional-level editing, compositing and
real-time effects for full-featured DV editing. Final Cut Express is an
innovative combination of power and ease of use. It's optimized for the DV
format and comes with all the high-quality compositing, titling and effects
capabilities you need for professional-level video.

Video editors can use Final Cut Express to capture, manage and edit digital
video; apply transitions, filters and effects in real-time; create titles,
composite layers, and produce high-quality graphics and animations; and
perform colour correction. Final Cut Express projects can be exported for use
in iDVD™ or DVD Studio Pro®, saved back to tape, or exported to any
QuickTime® format, including MPEG-4.

NO E-MAIL ENTRIES. Those e-mailing entries could be subject to visits from angry HUB network admins (and trust us, you don't
want that to happen). For complete rules and regulations go to www.hubcanada.com/dve

HUB's digital video contest Entry Form. Deadline February 23rd, 2004
Name:

Occupation/school:

Address:

Title of Video:

Camera used to film your video.

Phone Number:

Hardware used to generate your video.
Software used to generate your video.
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How to: Plan holiday
parties with your handheld

'Tis the season for entertaining, and whether you're hosting a
dozen people or a hundred, it always means there’s more to do,
and more to remember, with each approaching day. This is
where a handheld can really prove, well, handy. Here are a few
tips on getting the most out of your handheld as you plan
your holiday party.

Setting up a plan

The To Do list in the Palm 0S is fine for everyday chores, but some-
times you need a little more organizational finesse, such as when
you're planning a special event. This is where project-planning soft-
ware can help — for the purposes of this project, I'm using
BrainForest 3.0 Mobile Edition for the Palm 0S (UltraSoft, www.ultra-
soft.com, US$19.95%, 30-day free trial available ). With BrainForest, |
can set up all the aspects of the party (or any other project) in one
outline, breaking each down into its respective tasks and assigning
individual start and finish dates to avoid a last minute crunch.

BrainForest consists of outlines called Trees, Branches, and Leaves.

I've set up a party plan tree that includes four
branches: Food, Guests, Entertainment, and
Budget. Under each branch are other
branches breaking down what needs to
be done for each aspect of the party.
For example, under Food there
are separate branches
for food and drink,

and each leaf .
breaks it
down fur-

ther into specific menu items that can be assigned their own start
and finish date — especially handy if some items need to be pur-
chased or made in advance. As you complete each task, you can
check it off, or if you set the program to project mode, you can mark
items partially complete, using a percentage. Completed leaves auto-
matically complete their branches.

The program has a timeline view that lets you see all of the desig-
nated tasks on a calendar, so you can balance out the workload if you
notice you've planned too much for one day. Plus, each item can
include an attached note, so I've broken down the budget into Food,
Drinks, and Entertainment, then attached notes to enter all the
expenses for each one.

Using your contact list
If you plan to send out invitations, there are a few tricks you can use
to speed up the process. If you use Palm Desktop for Windows, pull
up your addresses, and then select all of your guests by clicking on
each one while holding down the Ctrl key. Once you've made your
selections, you can email everyone at once by clicking on Edit, then
E-mail, which will open a new message with all of the invitees’ names
and email addresses entered. Or, if you'd prefer to mail invita-
tions, click Edit, then Send to, then Microsoft Word. A dia-
logue will open to ask you if you'd like to turn the
resulting address table into form letters, mailing
labels, or envelopes (you'll need Word 2000 or
newer to make this work).
If you're using Palm Desktop for Mac, open the
address book and click the checkbox beside
your potential guests, then click Print. A dialogue
box will pop up to customize your printing, with
choices to print the addresses as mailing labels
or envelopes. Be sure to designate only marked
addresses for printing, or you'll end up with labels
for everyone in your address book. The dialogue
box provides a preview button so you can check the
final product before printing,
By Sharlene Myers

*Downloadable products, only available in US$.

Visit our web-site today @ NTEP://www.iaconsumer.com
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Influence HUB:Digital Living

"Have your say and get $5000!"

Fea

A

HUB:Digital Living is offering you the opportunity to contribute to the magazine’s content by participating in
the eVox panel. By becoming an online panel member, you will be asked, periodically, to share your opinions

on issues relevant to the digital community.

and get $5000

In addition to giving you a platform to share your views, you will have the opportunity to receive cash. Panel
members participating in these opinion surveys will be eligible to win $5000, drawn at random by Decima
Research. Draws will take place each quarter, starting in September.

How it Works

By agreeing to join the ¢Vox panel, you are giving permission to
HUB:Digital Living to provide your email address and name to
Decima Research Inc. This is the only information HUB:Digital
Living will provide to Decima and any other information provided to

HUB will not be shared.

You will then be sent an email from the eVox panel inviting you to
complete a profile and formally join the panel.

No Obligations. No Hassle.
Readers can choose not to join the panel at any point and can cancel
their panel membership at anytime. No questions asked.

How Reader Information be Used

Reader information will always be reported in aggregate, meaning

* verbatim comments will not contain any information that could
identify a specific panelist, and

* all other information will be combined with several panelists to
ensure anonymity.

Whenever possible, reader information and opinions will used as the
basis for editorial content in HUB:Digital Living. In addition, HUB

may also share information with other stakeholders in the digital mar-
ket. This could include manufacturers, retailers, and other associa-
tions.

Protecting Your Privacy

To ensure the privacy and security of your personal information,
HUB: Digital Living has partnered with Decima Research Inc to
administer the eVox panel. As an independent third party, specializing
in research, Decima will never share your personal information with
any other organization.

As a member of CAMRO (Canadian Association of Market Research
Organizations), Decima Research strongly supports CAMRO's
Standards and Rules of Practice regarding Internet research. In order
to gain your trust and ensure that your privacy is held to the highest
standards in the market research industry. Decima Research welcomes
any questions, concerns or comments that you may have regarding
our privacy policy. Please feel free to contact us by e-mail at
info@decima.com

HUB Reader Panel powered by Decima Research Inc.

Decima

LAeseance inc

Please join the HUB Reader Panel at www.hubcanada.com/evox
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CyberWalker

There you are in the
electronics superstore
eyeing 27 different
audio players. “It's
MP3 compliant!”
announces one big
yellow sticker. “It's
WMA ready!” declares another.

WMA or MP3 are both digital music file types.
The former is a Microsoft technology and the lat-
ter a more widely used format.

So what happens when the music player makers
decide in, say, three or five years that MP3 and
WMA are obsolete and should be replaced by
something newer? Well, walk out to the curb —
like you did with your eight-track player and
Betamax 15 years ago — and dump the device on
the sidewalk. Then head for the electronics super-
store where you will eye 27 different audio play-
ers and read their big yellow labels — again.
This time you look at them with fresh
eyes. One says: “Ha, ha, you're
back. We gotcha!” Another
says “Hooray for
obsolescence!”

What if | S
told you that q\
might change?

What if | told you
that any technology you
buy from this day forward will
upgradeable from here on in? It
could happen if the 0SGi Alliance has
its way.

0SGi stands for Open Services Gateway Initiative.
It's a mouthful and even though I've spelled out
the acronym for you, my guess is you're still
scratching your head. Yeah, that's what | did.

But, after talking to three people from the 0SGi
Alliance, | managed to figure it out.

Here's what it does. It's a technology that allows
for two things. First, it slows obsolescence in con-
sumer electronics. It's the plumbing that allows
updates to the embedded programming that runs
a device. You probably know that inside every
electronics device are chips that make it work.
And in those chips are programs. In most cases
the program can’t be updated, but in an 0SGi-
compliant device it can be. And that update can
come from the Internet and find its way onto a
device and completely upgrade it to fix problems
or extend the device's life. 0SGi also allows for the
addition of new functions, allowing the device to
do new things.

This doesn’t mean an update via the 0SGi frame-
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work (as it is called) will turn your MP3 player
into a camcorder. If the hardware can't handle a
task because of its physical limitations, 0SGi can't
help.

“The benefit the consumer will see is that
devices are less likely to become obsolete,” said
Dan Bandera, IBM's program director of emerging
device standards and strategy. “There's also the
ability to add new features after you bring it home
from Best Buy or Sears," explained Bandera, who
is also an 0SGi Alliance board member.

Let’s say your phone is simple. Maybe it has a
screen that shows the time and date and can ring
and is able to dial out, but that’s all. One day,
caller ID is invented. So the phone gets a software
upgrade using 0SGi and suddenly it can display a
caller ID on its screen. That's the power of 0SGi.

Beyond new features, 0SGi can also act as an
intermediary between devices. It can help one
device talk to another. In future, your
alarm clock might use 0SGi
Sy technology to alert
i the toaster that
you're up and about.
To get new data, a
device will need some con-
nection in and out — maybe
via a home network or Bluetooth
— but once it has that, updates can
find their way to the device from the
Internet.

A lot of companies are participating in the
0SGi Alliance, including Motorola, Philips, IBM,
Toshiba, Samsung, Siemens, and Nokia. So it

appears as if 0SGi will become a certainty. ‘

Philips is one of the first companies to produce
an 0SGi-compliant device, called the iPronto
(shown], which is an oversized remote control for
your TV that can also control the heating, display
video from the security camera at the door, and
plenty of other home control functions. Of course
with OSGi, it'll be able to do all kinds of other
things in future.

The biggest challenge for the 0SGi Alliance is to
get the word out to people like you. But it strug-
gles with clarity.

When | asked a rather befuddled PHd-powered
0SGi spokesperson what 0SGi was, he responded:
“It's middleware based on Java, so we extend
the Java environment and that allows us life
cycle management and definition of common
interfaces.”

Imagine that on a big yellow sticker.

Andy Walker is a Canadian
journalist based in California.

www.hubcanada.com



* Stylish, lightweight, space-saving design «-«sswssssseusssesee That'’s DigitAll refinement.
 Largest computer monitor brand in the country
* Lower power consumption than CRT monitors
¢ 157 17, 19" and 21" monitor sizes

Our narrow bezel series is where high-quality meets
high-style. You won’t find another line of monitors
quite like it. And as the largest computer monitor
brand in the country, we offer a wide selection of
sizes to suit your style. Samsung narrow bezel

monitors. Your desktop has never looked this chic.

192N 152N

------ Visit www.samsung.ca or call 1-800-SAMSUNG (726-7864)
For Mississauga call: 905-542-3837

©2003 Samsung Electronics Canada, Inc. All brand and product names are trademarks or registered
trademarks of their respective companies. Product appearance and specifications are subject to change
without notice. Check with your local computer dealer for availability and pricing

30618321
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Ben Who?

N
SElew yea has made remarkable strides in ’
SBIRAs A [8der in fields as diverse as LCD monito$
_ pdisplays, digital projectors, digital still cameras,

AN ?\ ‘phoné inotebooks, input and storage devices.
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iBenQ has developed the core technology required to
Lbbnild world-class products, exude style and fulfill
e company's mission of Bringing Enjoyment
‘ and Quality to Life.

BenQ is one of the world's largest consumer
technology manufacturers with facilities in
the United States, Taiwan, China, Malaysia,
and Mexico with affiliates in more than 12
countries. Here are just a few things that
you'may not know about us:

@ Ben(Q has maintained its position as the
Saumber one supplier of DLP projectors and
i flat. bed scanners worldwide.

®Ben(Q réported more than US $3 billion in sales
revenue in 2002 and is expected to surpass US $4.1
billion in 2003.

® BenQ is currently the world's second largest
: manufacturer of LCD monitors and we
" happen to be the parent company of the
world's third largest LCD panel
manufacturer.

BenQ is aggressively positioning
itself to build a future where digital
technology effortlessly integrates into
everyday life. We look forward to
hearing from you on how we can
work together in building this
fantastic brand in Canada.

For more information
on BenQ please visit
www.BenQ.ca
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This is for you.

The hardcore, the dedicated, the enthtk
things out. The one who builds things

You give us new ways to see things. Yo sl

place. You make things better. You make

We can’t wait to see what you'll do with it \

Macromedia MX 2004. Run with it.

Copnroht © 2003 Macromadia, Inc. and 23 kcensees. Al ights reserved
1690, Dn

Macromersa Flash are trademarks o 1ngiternd iracemarks o of Mcrome mh
the Unted States andior other countries. Other marks are the propertios of

ctve ownars

i
*
}
30589321



HIGH SPEED INTERNET « WEB HOSTING * DIGITAL T.V « COLLOCATION

You do’main!

HOSTING OFFER UNTIL DEC. 31

THREE MONTHS

FREE!

PLUS! One FREE Domain!*

\
\ -
\ NEW EasyHosting Features:

* MS SQL database support is now available!

* EasyStore Pro software included at no cost
with Intermediate and above plans

* 99.9% Uptime
* Live Tech Support 7 days/week
* 24/7 Tech Email Support

DOMAIN ONLY:
Now just

- * Email (you@yourdomain.ca)
7 S 1 9 9 5 POP3 with Webmail Access
@ * 30-Day Money Back Guarantee
.ca/.com/.org/.net/.biz/.info * Full Features and Demonstration
at www.easyhosting.com

EasyHosting

Sign up Online at www.easyhosting.com or call 1-866-274-5665

*Free 15t yr domain nome ond three months hosting with the purchase of o stondard or above annual hosting plan before Dec. 31
Taxes not included. Prices subject 1o change without notice. Look’s offers and services are subject to our terms and conditions, including occeptable
use and privocy policies, which may be found at www.look.co. Certain conditions may apply. This otfer is valid for new subscribers only.
© 2003 Look Communications Inc. All rights reserved

30584121



Capable of doing just about anything.
Even improving your bottom line.

How do you combine a printer, scanner, copier and fax machine with productivity,
efficiency and convenience? The X215 multifunction laser printer. It's the all-in-one
and then some for only $579 Get one working for you.

$100 The X215. LEXM\RK

MAIL-IN
REBATE

GO TO LEXMARK.COM/CANADA/PROMOTIONS FOR DETAILS

lexmark.com



MDG

www.melg.ca

MDG RECOMMENDS MICROSOFT® WINDOWS® XP

Powerful computers, modestly priced,
in-store demos, 24/7 tech support,
award winning service, immediate pick-up.
[ direct from our factory to you ]

MDG PC’S POWERED BY INTEL

PLUS GREAT ADDITIONAL

FREE UPGRADES
UNTIL SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 13™, 7:30PM!

DIGITAL
OAMERA

[NCLUDED WITH ALL W% SYSTEMS:

FREE BELL SYMPATICO RICH
SPEED INTERNET FOR 3 MONTHS

FREE ROGERS HI-SPEED OR COBECO
INTERNET ON CABLE OFFER

FREE 3 MONTHS UNLINITED A0l
INTERNET SERVICE

&

pentium 4

PENTIUM® PROCESSORS

EVERYTHING HAS TO GO
T0 THE BARE WALLS,
LIMIT ONE PER FAMILY,
THREE PER BUSINESS PLACE,
ON SPOT CREDIT
APPROVALS
ONCE A YEAR EVENT,

NEVER TO BE REPEATED

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST
DOORS OPEN 10:00 AM SHARP
AFTERNDONS AND SATUR-
DAYS ARE BUSIEST TIMES,
EXTRA STAFF ON HAND

RAIN CHECK AVAILABLE

Horizon 2200

[ PERFECTLY FLAT MONITOR INCLUDED |

MICROSOFT® WINDOWS® XP HOME

UDMA 33 ATA 100/66, Intel 845GV Chipset,
Instantly Avaitable, PC Technology, Hardware Monitoring
+ 512MB DOR Kingston 333MHz Memory

+ NOOSDT VOREY 20 N SN ORGP
+ WEROEFT 0N BIOCLOPEDN 205 (AR AI0LES)

| MOKSTTPCRAE T ACTD 70600 PRSES
0 RS RO WS

HRBEEE

FREE UPGRADE TO 160GB

* 52x24x52 CO-RW Drive

« 17" Samsung 24hdp Monitor
UPGRADE TO 19" PERFECTLY FLAT

« 500W PM.P.O. speakers with subwoofer

* Microsoft intemet Keyboard

* Microsoft Optical Mouse

* Micresoft Software Bundle (Word, Works, Encarta...)

MMEDIATE PICK-UP

+ Genwive Intel D845 Motherboard up to Six USB 2.0 ports,

*+ 80GB Western Digital 7200 RPM 8ms Seek Time Hard Drive,
7200 RPM HARD DRIVE

VisionBook Pro 4000
INTEL® CENTRINO™ MOBILE TECHNOLOGY

INTEL® PENTIUM® 4 PROCESSOR AT 2.20GHzINTEL PENTIUM® M PROCESSOR AT 1.30GHz

MICROSOFT® WINDOWS® XP HOME
WITH 1 MB ON-DIE LEVEL 2 (L2) CACHE
HUGE 14” TFT-LCD SCREEN

* Intel Wi PRO A C ion 802.11b

* Inte! 855 chipset family, up to 5-hour Extended Battery Life
* 256 MB DDR Memory

* 30GB Performance Hard Drive

16X MAX. CD-RW/DVD COMBO DRIVE

* 4xAGP Video, 2 USB, 30 Audio PRO Sound

« Built-in Speakers

« FREE BELL SYMPATICO High Speed Internet for 3 months
« FREE ROGERS Hi-Speed or Cogeco Internet on Cable offer
* FREE 3 Months Unlimited AOL Internet Service’

IMMEDIATE PICK-UP

DONT PAY FOR 12 MONTHS

e e B e
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o
(905) 898-5847 |(519) 895-8650

(905) 7124151 | (416) 299-7729 | (416) 421-8010 | (905) 669-8841 | (416) 255-9343

(905) 318-8861

BRANTFORD WINDSOR
LS oo B 03 | GO0 Wi B S | 9099 Tocwmanh B

(519)759-2387 | (519) 690-1881 | (519)739-2222

OTTAWA W.
1308 Chvde Am.

cf=
(613) 389-1477 | (612)742-1794

STORE/SERVICE CENTRE HOURS:
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10:00AM - 7:30PM
SATURDAY 10:00AM - 6:00PM

(705) 5600137 | (403)

CALGARY
2110 Bt Wy B

e

(514) 6208445

30602926

(700) 444-9008 | (514) 2556171
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