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Tile oomputer will never 00 for garlEllll\j anytOlll\jllke 
wllat It tl8s oone for tile office for one simple reason. Tile 
lorge majority of garlE1ers 00 oot tOlnk of toemselves os 
informotlon consumers. Those sources of Information 
tOet gerooners 00 use- -seed catalogs, garlEling 
magazines, county extension 8CJlOts, acN ice from 
nurserymen end fellow gerlE1ers- -ere <Jeep Iy rootoo In 
tile very ritual of gerdonlng it"'lf. TOet Is, tile bII:l<yerd 
garlE1er will turn to eny of tOese trooitlonol sources of 
Information wltOout ever considering Oow tile oomputer 
could meet his or her geroonill\jlnformation.-. This 
is only netural end It will likely remain this w"'l for tile 
lerge mojority of gerlE1ers. 

Those of us who use romputers, Oowever, recognize 
other possibilities. A gerOOo softwera OOveloper that I 
spoI:e to recently told me of his Initial vision of 
oomputers in nur..,.l .. end gerdon centers oil over the 
country CUstomers with gerOOoing problems could use 
tOese systems for Interoctlve oomputer esslstence. His 
vision wes not an unr88SOll8ble one, but it has not come to 
pess. Whether this is due to a sOortece of gerOOn 
softwere, the expense of romputers, or 0 public that tl8s 
not yet eccepted the romputer is difficult to Sf1o/. 
Undoubtedly It Is 0 oomblnetlon of tOese end other sucO 
foctors. 

Yet cleerly theoomputer can 00 a greetdeelesevl_ 
by the phenomenal growth of romputers in agriculture. 
The difference Is that formers ere clearly Information 
consumers 6Ild the profitability of their operation often 
depends on en intelligent h6IldllllQ of information-
whether It be their own buQjets end ocoounts, their 
livestock feed schedules 6Ild ratios, or fertilizer 
oomput8t1ons. 

In gerooning the situotion is different. Those who gerOOo 
love gerooning 6Ild are selOOm motlvoted by profits and 
losses. The computer gerrener is clearly en enom81y, but 
with 9Dl reason. Tile bartyerd gerlE1er does not haVe to 
be a professlonol to epprociate the potential of the 
oomputer. 

At present the oomputer gerIE1er Iles 0 very limitoo 
amount of soflwore from which to choose. Fortunetely 
reo programs ore beill\j releesed 811 the time. We con 
only hope that with these new products will rome gr .. ter 
power, sophistication, 6Ild versetllity. The r .. 1 benefit 
tOOt the oomputer offers the bockyerd gerooner Is the 
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Tile following 6f'lic/e IS 411 excerpt from the 
forthcoming boot .ul. !1Jnu!e FJowec fiarden by 
Charles Cresson and Jeff 8811 

Many gardeners oon't reeH,. that 10sects appear or 
emerge in their nower end vegetable garrens atxlut the 
same lime P:oIery year, year in and year out. The 
differences from year to yeer are 10 days not weeks. 
TheIr emerQfnce is repenrent on temperature. mOIsture. 
ond lhe ovoilobi lily 01 IcxxI, and those cooditiOl1S "",ur in 
your garden pretty predictably eEdl year, plus or minus 
o lew days 

II you know when the bed guys will be orriving 10 your 
garden, then you or. in • much better POSition to 00 
something 8boUt repelling or cootrolHng lhem One 01 the 
benellts 01 ustng a oome romputer for manoging the 
gBr03n is the ease in keeping lrfEk of insect emergence 
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ability to mterecl WIth a prllTMl in Wfto/$ oot possible 
with conventional print information. Garam planning 
progroms now oller such Interact lon, tllo>..9l some 
progroms 01", resull tn a loss of choices and n.xlblilty, 
Gorden delaDases Iikew.se need to offer nexlble and 
useful retrievel atpBbilities. In short softwore 
developers should not unOOresUmale the whims of the 
Qtlrdener It Is In preservln<) lhese choices thai QIIrden 
softwDl"e will fulfill its potentlel 

To take lull edvant8lJl 01 the romputer .Qtlrden soltware 
developers need 10 00 far more than merely repac<8IJl 
print lnftrmation to be viewEd onscreen. Nor CS1 ease of 
use be sacrificed As these needs are addressed and as 
gsden software bearnes inc:reesingly more useful , more 
peoplo will lind. place for II in their garden planmng, 
In eaJltlon to these an:erns a number of proDlems need 
to be tXiressed CurrentlY!:Jrden roftwere is 
unavailable for e number of popular home oomputers. 
Likewise some aspects 01 Qtlrdenlng, such as Insect 
control and treatment, have not been 8deQu8te1y addressed 
desp.te greet potential. 

hmes_veer I know when my Japanese beetles 
emerge fNery veer IllS e few dIt(s on either SIde of June 
2nd. So I have my Jopanese beetle bug bag all moonted 
and primed wtth fresh attractant, '" as those voraciOUS 
bugs emerge Irom my lewn,. lorge percentege of them 
ore Immediately trapped and killed I have lew problems 
wllh Japanese beelles beCause I no longer have to wail 
unh llhei become 8 serious prob Jem before I begin my 
control ~tlVJties 

Soon you will De aDle 10 Duy a rompuler program lor 
your hom. compuler Ihot will help you predicllhe 
emergerao of VIII"oos garden pesl.nsects I See new 
prtWcI announcemenl for lhe "(Jarden M8Il"",," 
-- Ed.lor J SUch. progrom IS now ev.lieble (celled 
~BugtlmerM) for controlllng certain insects 10 the 
ogrlCtJllurallnruslry, so 11 will not be long beloresuch 
8 program 15 available to the homeowner 

When I beIjBn The Online Gardener I had some an:ern 
thet there woold not be 0Il0IJ'1l Inlorm.tlon to Justify • 
newsletter with such a norr"" 10CtJS What I hav.lound 
In the past yeor Is Ihal there Is In lact much beln<) oone 
and the Qtlrdener has IJXXI reason to ho!>e for ever 
Improving sortwore--even if the vision of a computer In 
every home have not been realized, 

Th~ No/her E6rth N~ws sprtng "Oreen Thumbs 
and Blve Ribbons " Issue (No. 15) Includes en 
ertlcle on gtJrdemng softw8rfJ thot Will be of 
Interest to Onlme 64rdener retlders. 
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,he Ortho progrom is 0 great diS8llpointment. The plant 
list is fer too 11m Ito;! and there is no WI>! to o;Ij other 
plants, , , , Having to start with DOS ond then if one uses 
the ""ler<I8r and rotepo;!, 10 have to exchange disks In 
<rl .. A -- Too mucll strU<}',jllng . . . OrUltrs progrem 
might be OK for 0 strictly beginning gardener who lDesn't 
know 0 POPpY from 0 petuni., IDes not reo;! the ~ seed 
and nur:;ery ""t,logs, ond lDesn't m ioolhe diskette 
switching. M 

0e8r I1rs. I1vlllns: 

-- Mrs. Frislce Mullins 
Warwick, Bermuda 

T/J~nk you for shllrlng your impressions wilh 
us. One feature that Ortho is rumored to be 
working on for the next version of their 
Compul8riM o..rtlening is Ihe .bi/fly 10 IKiI 
«iJltiona/ plants. As for the C4/end8r and 
no/eptJd components of the prOfjram--you are 
right These do nol r .. lly lKiIanylhing 101h8 
program, Orlho would do beller 10 drop Ihese 
IJYO f64/ures lind use the extra disk $p6C8 for 
«iIl/ional plants or 11 more subs/ential 
d818b_ 

-- The Edilor 

·Our garden is based on the square- foot meUm from the 
book and televlsloo series by that name. Inlti,lIy we 
thouc}1t the computer program CompuGorden woo j u.t 
whet we _ To our dlsml>! it is for IBM and 
compatibles. We own, SI2K M..,lntosh and an Apple lie. 
Help--can you suggest on 'Iternative or modifiO;! 
pr0lT8ITl? 

-- Ann Wilson 
Fort Bragg, North Corollna 

OC6r Ann. 

You are righl in Ihal Compu08rtlen is only 
available for Iha 1811 PC and 1811 comp.libles. 
Two a/lernalives (avaflable for your Apple lie) 
would be P/8n/in' PlI/ (Home & Hobby Softw8re, 
4936 l1or§8n Ave. Soulh, tfinneapolis, 
t1innesota 55.,09) or The 68rreners ASSIstant 
(Sh.nnon Soflw.re, 2912 Pine Spring Rd. , 
Falls Church, Yirginia 22042) Plantin' Pal is 
designed 10 IJCtX)m0d8le 20- wide rows, while 
!he (Jarrener's Assistant can also be adjusted 
for wide row planting. 

--Tha Edflor 

UlUUlDD ~ 1JIlDoIlIll D~ 1I!lII ariIlfI'(mJ 

-I would like to koow if I could get the vegetable garden 
planning prOTem ror heme OJfTIputers. I have tin Atari 
and, RojJo Sheck Model 4 COOlputer. If you den't have the 
pr(XJr8m could you tell me where I could get e program 
like thot for my computers? I wont to get the most out of 
my COOlputers and I enjoy gardening.· 

-- Alen Dock 

O .. r Alon: 
New Bremen, Ohio 

There ere three different garden planning 
progrl1ms lIvllill1ble for home computer owners, 
but unfortunately none for either Atari or 
Radio Shack computers. In lieu of such a 
progrl1m for your micro, you ml1Y COflsider the 
Compu68rden service :4 B luepr int for Your 
!Jreen Thumb. · Compu08rtlen 11'11/ produce 8 
computer-generated fl8rtien plan according to 
your specifications. The service is quite 
Ihorough mcluding pl.nlfng schedules iIfId 
fertilizer recomendatlons. Compu(Jarden 
charges 1299S for the service. For more 
informlJlion write Compu(J4rden, 725 Richmond 
Ave., Silver Spring, f1aryland 20910 

-- Tha Edflor 
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By Jeff Luck 

CompuOorden Is 100 sole soflw .... p_1Iy 100 
company of 100 same name IOCOlecJ In Sliver Spring, 
Marylord 100 prOlT""' loilors 0 garden pi .. b8sed on 0 
set of crlterlo provided IIy 100 operotor; too company, In 

f1l:1, offers 1I service for individual gorlilns whIch 
8ppeBrS to be besecJ on too CompuOorden pr0lT8IIl 

Too pr0lT8I11 con be lhouQIlt of 8S two pnllel prOlT""'s 
cooslstlng of 0 plonnlng diSk ona 0 0818b8Se diSk. Alter 0 
"'1UOflC" of diSk formoiling operotions, too user drew. 
the garden onscreen ona "fills" the ""propriol. plontlng 
or ... 100 P'OlT""' olso ollows for l8beilng of 
obstructions oroond the garden, such 8S well-houses , 
drivewlt/S, ele 100 prOlT""' supports 0 m8JClmum 
!jIlf"den size of 10,000 squore feet, olthouQll only 0 

frllClion of II'e!jllf"08n is displlt/Sd 01 "'" me lime. 100 

CompuGarden 

Com puOorden 
725 Richmond Avonue 
Silver Spring, Marylona 2091 0 
(301) 567"7995 

AvoliBble for too 16M PC ona PC compollbles 
R"IJires I92K RAM (two diSk drives 
r""""mended) 

$69.95 
(TtrOU!ll May 9th members of the National Gardernl'W;l 
Associ' tion tWl lake advantage of a $59.95 dlscCUll ) 

Two di5k5 
Three d1sks . . 
Four disk, .. . .. 

· Poor 
· . Fair 

. Good 
· . Excellenl 

entire IlOI'den con be vlewecJ tJy using 100 cursor 10 
dlsploy different "fields" of the !jIlf"den. 

Alter lhe dlmonsions of lhe gar08n hove been oolhnecJ, 
CompUOlrlEn moves into the second planning phase' 
plonllng l~rO<qlo series of Inquiry screens, 

"Over1lll. CompuGorden is 0 

most impressive progr1lm 
which c~n be recommended 
without reservation." 

Comp_ ootllnes lhe d8Sired vegelobl8S ona lhe Iype 
of soli (ooterminecJ tJy lhe user's liP roE) for the garden 
pion Sobsoquenlly, lhe prOITOITl covers 100 types of 
fertilizer ona pH modifiers (orgonlC vs synthetic) 10 be 
""'" IIy the gardener llle P'OlTBm otlows for 
considerBble flexibility ot every siege, lhe user con 
modify lhe pl811 before saving il CompuOorden olso 
ollows. "componlon plonl" option w~lch eelculoles 
companion herbs end flowers to complement vegelooles 10 
thegarden Itml!Jhlbepolntedou(' 8SCompuoorden'S 
oocumentotior 00es, thot the lheory of componlor plonts 
~ nol been scientlfieelly supported, 

ComPU(Jlf'den's enelyslS of the garden (on on IBM-PC 
wllh Iwo diSk drives) W8S tile slowesl perl of Ille 
process, ollhouQll tr.. prOlTBm keops 0 running t8b of 
what (ur.::tlon it is performing at II particular instent. 
lhe result Is 0 garden plan which con be modlflecJ ona 
which the prtq'Ml CM rotate m future planting seesons 

A 0818b8Se cortelnlng 60 vegetables, herbs ona nowers 
forms the b8Sis for the prJJTBm ona con be exponded to 
100 vegetBb los ona 25 herbs ona nowers. 100 
mformatloo provlcb:i for each plant is exhaustive, 
Including p~lcel, plonting ona nulrltlve specifics, 
Oordener. con eccess the det8bose I ndepero<Iml Iy of the 
gorden plennlng pra,rBm 
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Allho<ql Com puGorden I. the most expensive of the 
pr"!T'""s The Online Gardener has reviewed, It also 
offers the most rom plete var iety of IJ!ltioos. The progr,"" 
r.necls 0 <Teo! <leo l of coreful oonslderotion. For 
ex,""ple, the separation of the garden plans from the 
prOQr'"" dtSk lends Itself to gardeners who want to save a 
mulht<.<le of pions for 0 long perlOd of time Also, the 33 
line date sheets which can be generated from the database 
are dlSjlI8yed on three screens, but are prlnled on one an 
indication of g:xld engineer ing 

Some qulbb ling about the program, the plants are 
represented by three-Ielter abbreviations which may or 
mey not be obVIOUS. MId the oo:umentDtion a:es not 
provide a master list AIth0u9h for the most part the 
documentat,on Is thorOUllh, while 1ICC8SSing the ""lOtablas 
for the garden I hod to experiment w,th oil cursor keys to 
get to the second half of the IJ!ltlon screen (the remedy 
was the tab kay). MIl the Sjl lltllng althe planning and 
planting proc;rems allows (or no on-screen intera::tion 
with the Qr1lllhic garden diSjl lay 

MIlU. : IIKMI( IUlIlml ki lO( 

Iw . .. 11 M I 

Celt_"" "" h 
.... h.l, 
h I, h.1I 

• 

'" 'M ill. Fl. 

U 111. 

• • 1Ih, 
"0 Ih. 
1. llh. 

• .• '1.11 . 

U (I .ft . 

Tot l ' 

U.O , ... 

U.'lh. 
1.~ Ibl • 

IS.' Ih. 

.0. ' u.ft . 

15.1 '1.1t , 

1\1 lin_ I ... HI I t ltt ~. l", _. n .. II uluitlia, III 
'_I If fwllh" , ... II lDIIIith, _ft. f. row '''''n, 

Soli t".t ~ul 

.. ' U 

Ililr.,.. , ",iM 
......, .... ' 1 lIoN iu 
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Th, organic glrdenlng option is represented in .11 
phases of CompuGarden's plamfng process. 

' r, l tdh ,,1.(llOl, I,.,. 01111 04 /01 TUI. 11.1'1 

"""u""mIUHllltII"'''t''JllII~",..t'DJUDlaUUUl''J''Ulm'''lfI 

II • I UUIt, 1 • .,41111, 1 • I lot, U~\ • _ I 

I. ' .. ,nU, irl i . 
1. MlI'utJi, l u I 
1. 'rthklh, lilollt 
4 •• ,u" ... ' 
S. 'uu, Ifo" Ifnt l 
•• hlnl, Uu Uubl 
1. "I~" tl u 110111 
t. h,nI, 'U, 1Ilfllll 
•• hl~l, Su, 1,.1,1 

10. hltt, C,lIftilr l 

II. "Itl, Klflla.r 
n. IrDttol! 
13. Cdhil, Bin" 
14. taWlII', • .,dar 
15. c.r.h 
U. tayUtI_ 
17. Ctllr , 
II. tlllrf, SIll .. 
... CClLltrfl 
20. Cor~ , Sotttt 

!Pr.n fl . 1111 ,ft art '01. IIU .. your IthttiOll.l l 

.,tt"IIJUI'llIlIImPltl""""t'tllJII"""'ItIIltIll""rflmm,,,,,,,, 
fL • hi .. hili n · S ... /C.II .... 'Itf /,. .. • 1Ior • ..,...tdln 
,,", r.tI .... t HIf' U(~ .. tr,. 

During the plIl'lLi"9 process the U5er can choose 
from one or l.J'Ne amotmts to plant. 

Overall, CompUClarden ts a most Imprasslve program 
which ctIIl be recommerKEd without reservation. With 
slight updating and moolflcatlon, the pr"!Tam would 
deserve four disks. Ideally, the rompany wl11 deYellJ!la 
perollel program which wlllollow for pest and disease 
consioorations. The basic prcgram easily OOserves three 
dtSks, leantng towards four . CompuGarden Is the correct 
direction for !JOrden program deYe lopment. 

: 

Jeff luck is 8 contributing editor of rne 
Online 08rdener. 
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T ""onorOlc Compuler Reseorch hes r ereosed lis Plonl 
D,I,boseUbrery for lhe IBM PCendcompelibles. The 
library inclums database mooules that are use:l in 
conJuncllon with Ihe popular PC- File shareware 
pra;rem or dBase II or III Three mcx:kJles are available 
now WiJ:b{ Plonl MlXIule , Herbaceous Perenni.ls 
MlXIule, and Drn,menl, 1 Conifers Mooule. (A 
Tropical/House Planl Module IS scheduled for release In 
AUQUSI ) 

The d!lt8b8se library Qlntems lnf(W'met Ion on over 
2,000 plenls In oilitlor the user ten oil up 10 I ,000 
records of hIs or her own chooslt'lg The Onhne BarlEner 
will review lhe prtq'am fully In lhe near fulure. loch 
mOOule sells ror $30. For more Information wrIte 
TBXoromlC Compuler Research, Box 5747, R.leiQ/l , 
Norlh Qrolrn, 27605-5747. 

Suburball Homesleaclers pl.ns 1o release lhelr -Gerden 
M.n'V'l' " In lhe nexl "morlh or "': The pr~.m will 
hel p lhe home gardener Irll:k end predicl pesl II:livily in 
your garden See rel.led slory on p~ Iwo. 

We <il nol yel have Inform. tlon on lhe program's price 
lind SfStem requirements We WIll pass thet on to you as 
soon as we can In the mean time those needing more 
informatioo can write SUrburban HomestBllEr'S, 17 
Oreenhlll Rood , Springfi,ld, PA 19064, 

Orlho Inform. tlon Services hes poslponed release of lhe 
MII:lnlosh verslor of lheir Compuler ized GerdenlnQ 
progrom -due to prO'jrmnming diff iculties." -We ere now 
planninQlo have lhe pII:k~ r""" by Oclober"lhey 
wr lle, 

The On lllw. r78rrener offers revIew reprints to those of 
you who may have missed earlier prlXJram rfNlews. 
Those available lOclucl: Plantln' Pel. The Gar!Ener's 
Assisttlnt , Ortha Computerized GarDen ing, DeVincl 
landscapes, and Oesign Your Own Home landscape. Copies 
of these revIews are avallable for a self-atlressed , 
stemped envelope. (Please specify which reviews you 
would like) 

[!liIi:f'(J IJ.G(J IltlI!:Il ~ (ID 

ffiIll Gli1ltrG 0mIfl ,, ; I ,,! i:llJ:{j1tJtjJ g 

Thf' Onhnf' G.rdf'nf'r IS ttlp only pubhc.hon 
of Its k1nd .lind 1hp only publlc .hon r"901.J1rly 
rtvltW1n9 Q.JIrdpn softwolirp 

To rene", your ,ub,cnphon complete the 
belol",! form and return I",!lth a check for $8 
to The Onhne Gardener , POBox 803 , 
Wa tk! n,vllle , Georq18 30677 

Name ________________________ __ 

Com paoy Ne me __________________ __ 

Addre" _ ____________________ _ 

Clly _______________ 51. 1' __ _ 

Zip Code 
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The Online Gardener (lSSN 8756-7190) Is published four times oyeor in the winter , 
spring, summer, and foil The quarterly newsletter Is not system-specific, but Instead coyers 
meny different computers and oppllC81loos In the yord ond ~ren REBErs ere encoureged to 
a1Itribute orticles, reviews, news, ond _t,oos Subscrlptloos ere S8 0 yeor ond oil 
c:orre5j1Ol1!Ence should be o<iressed to; 

'iillXlI ~ ~i.lIW 
P.O. Box 803 

'!IIlG (J)rlDJG ~a Illl/ 
PO Box 803 

Watkinsville, Georgia 30677 
(404) 769-6754 

Stephen Ennlss 
Editor 

Jeff Luck 
Contribut ing Editor 
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