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WHAT'S
THE

DATE ?

By now our readers will have noticed that this Journal always
presents the calendar date in the year-month-day order. This
is to conform to:

®  |SO Recommendation 2014 - Writing of Calendar Dates
in All-Numeric Form

®  American National Standard X3.30-1971
(Representation for Calendar Date and Ordinal Date for
Information Interchange)

®  FIPS PUB 4, Calendar Date (US Government)

Although the American Standard derives from Committee
X3, on Computers and Information Processing, the need for
a standard method of writing the date is universal. ISO had
a special committee, DATCO, for this purpose. Here is how
I1SO put it in the announcement:
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SO Fiscal Calendar
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For consistency reasons, this Journal has adopted the year-
month-day ordering even when the month is spelled out or
abbreviated, as well as the 24-hour clock for diurnal time.

Note 7:
X3.30, being primarily computer oriented, has these addi-
tional options and constraints:

® The 4 digits of “year” may be reduced to 2 digits for
“year of the century”, or to 1 digit for “year of the
decade”. It should be obvious, however, that extreme
caution should be exercised in using these options for
mechanical processing.

The 4 digits of ““day-month” may be replaced by 3 digits
(from 00 through 365 or 366) for “day of the year”’, thus
giving the ordinal date rather than calendar date. Again,
caution, although this option is easier for mechanical
differencing of two dates.

No separators are to be used in internal data representa-
tion.

Note 2:
FIPS PUB 4, Calendar Date, is available (price - 20 cents
US) from either:

® NBS Clearinghouse for Scientific and Technical Informa-
tion, US Department of Commerce, Springfield, VA
22151, or

Supt. of Documents
US Government Printing Office
Washington, DC 20402

(refer to SD Catalog No. C 13.52:4)

Note 3:

See Document X3L8/177, 1971 Dec 01, Draft American
National Standard for Representations of Local Time of the
Day for Information Interchange. It provides standard for-
mats for both the 12-hour and 24-hour timekeeping systems,
but only for civil clock time at point of origin. Therefore
proper precautions should be taken for interchange, depend-
ing upon where the time was recorded, and if it must relate
to any other times recorded in different world time zones.




