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ASHTON-TATE PUBLISHING GROUP

In 1983, Ashton-Tate became the first microcomputer software

company to create a Publishing Group. Organized initially to

support the company's growing line of microcomputer software

programs, the group now produces an extensive assortment of

illustrated journals, books, and book/disk packages to help

computer users better understand and use a variety of hardware

and software products.

Since its inception, the group has published more than 35

high-quality publications on such diverse topics as software,

telecommunications, documentation, UNIX, Pascal and the general

computer industry.

The Publishing Group plays an integral role in supporting

Ashton-Tate's growing line of database and integrated software

products. One example is the Ashton-Tate Ouarterly, a journal

containing software tips and applications ideas for small

businesses and corporate users. The Ashton-Tate Ouarterly

reaches more than 9,000 subscribers.
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Additionally, a number of the group's books were written

primarily to aid users of Ashton-Tate products. With best-

selling books such as Everyman's Database Primer for dBASE II

and Framework: An Introduction, the Publishing Group provides

valuable, organized guides for first-time users of microcomputers

and Ashton-Tate products.

Everyman's Database Primer for dBASE II is the group's most

successful book on database products and concepts with more than

200,000 copies sold. This introductory-level book walks the

reader step-by-step through the planning and creation of a

database, describing everything from the necessary hardware to

how to manipulate data in different fields and then generate

reports. Everyman's Database Primer for dBASE III is rapidly

becoming a bestseller as well.

The Publishing Group also accommodates the most

sophisticated users of Ashton-Tate products with books such as

Framework: A Programmer's Reference and Advanced Programmer's

Guide Featuring dBASE II and dBASE III. Written by Ashton-Tate

software developers, these reference books are viewed as

essential tools for programmers seeking to develop specific

applications with Ashton-Tate software. They provide

comprehensive programming tutorials, extensive function

directories for Framework's FRED language and the dBASE language,

and useful guidelines for application design and development.

(more)
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The critically-acclaimed visual guides in the group's

MicroMaze series provide new microcomputer users with a colorful,

graphic introduction to the inner workings of computer

technology. Through the MicroMaze: A Visual Guide to Getting

Organized and Through the MicroMaze: A Visual Guide from Ashton-

Tate give advice on the purchase and use of equipment, describe

parts of the computer, disk care, printers and organization of

files. They serve as indispensable learning tools to novice

computer users.

Ashton-Tate also publishes unique book/disk packages which

have emerged as important guides for software programmers. For

example, Exploring Pascal: A Compiler for Beginners is an ideal

educational tool for translating code and learning to program in

Pascal. The disk provides extensive on-line help screens,

interactive tutorials and computer-graded programming exercises.

The Publishing Group sells its publications through a

variety of channels.

subscription basis.

The Ashton-Tate Ouarterly is sold on a

Books and book/disk packages are sold

individually or bundled with hardware and software products and

marketed through computer retail stores and traditional book

distribution services.
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The Publishing Group is located in Inglewood, California and

reports to Larry Benincasa, vice president, new business

development. Benincasa spent more than 10 years in publishing

before joining Ashton-Tate in 1984. Previously, he published

both books and software for Prentice-Hall, Inc. and the Reston

Publishing Group. Director of publishing Jane Mellin has been

with Ashton-Tate since 1982. Mellin was most recently director

of communications at New York-based Lifeboat Associates, a

pioneer distributor of CP/M software products.
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