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TO: POUCHKEEBSIE FROM: W U G W E P G m 
0 Dspt. 539, B l W .  ?02 


MEMO TO: 	 QCtQber1, 1957 

SUBJECT: Sensing External Unit Statue 

Refarsnce: Your file m e m a  of Septsmbr 30, 1950, 

ltn the courBCI of giving rrpsedy conrideratisn, the fallowing cQurter-psopasal 0 
ha8 developed, ? 

According ta Mr*R, P. Fletcher, preamt plmr are to provide slrteanal 
units with a plug for attaching error rscotding ststionr. Prerumably, all 
pertinent intficertore in each unit terminate on that plug. 

We could provide an external Statuo bernlring Unit (SSU) which attrcher to 
the same plugs and i e  equipped to tranamit the Wormstion via the Exchange 
to 	the computer rnemry a0 if it were another input unit. The SSU ccantainr 
the nscssleary actmning ewitthea for one or mor8 external d t s  and the dt-
cuitr required ta attach the SSU to 8~ opare Exchange channel, which could 
be 	one of the lew-speed channelr. A rapiar READ iwtruction would be 
ured to tranemit the hfQrmation, 

The SSW would be optional and would not raplacs the minimum status hBi-
cations which are now part of the Exchange. 
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The advantagear of thir arrangement are: , 

1. 	 Elementary ryeterns and unit8 a m  not eaddlad with the cost of pro-
viding for a poeriblo sOphiitl~atc4daxtenrion to wmttendd oghration. 

2. 	 Derign of the SSU can be deferred untfl we know A r e  about what 
it takes to program real-time joba wlth unattended operation, 

3, 	 The cuatomet, who ir prepared to pregrann for a.n elaborate mt-
tended system can be asked to pay rental, f i l e  the SSU. AltetnartivdyD 
the SSU might be combined d t h  the error racording equipmcsnt and 
charged to curtomar engineering. 
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4. 	A repaliatce device ir euarential ks get statue information ftom a 
unit which fa  fnopcsrzttlva. 

WB/plob 	 w, Buchhola 

cc: M e # 6 r ~ .  G, A. Bliaauw 
F. 	P. Brooks ' 

3. 	 D. Calvert 
S. 	 G. Campbell 
E. 	F. Codd 
E. 	W. Coffin 
S. W. Dunwarll 

3R, P. Fletcher 

W, G. Jones 

EL 0,Kchky +a 

W, C. Montgomery

B. Moncrief 

HeA. Museall 

V. 	R, Stringfellow 
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W. Wolansky 
R A. Gregory 


M i s s  E. McDonough 
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