


O TO: Data Corporation File
FROM: Charles Bourne

RE: Notes of 6/11/97 Call to Bi rog (703/834-8311)

I called Gorog and discussed the history book project. He’s glad to hear that the Data
Corporation story is being written, and he’ll be glad to review the draft text. He can be
reached at

Bill Gorog, Chairman
Intellidata

13100 Worldgate Drive
Herndon, VA 20170

(703/834-8311) or his assistant,
Eileen Donovan, at 703/834-8442

With regard to why Mead bought Data Corporation, Gorog said that there were two main
reasons: (1) unknown impact of computers and the paper industry; (2) ink jet technology. At
that time, people were saying, "Computers are going to eliminate paper overnight." Mead
wanted to hedge their future position. Furthermore, Mead was exploring new printing
technology, and had some good techniques, but Data Corporation had the technology and
experience in the electronics side of the ink jet printers. So OBAR and the ink jet technology
were the main reasons behind the acquisition. The Mead CEO at that time, Jim McSweeney

(sp?), who started as rollege trained time clerk, was very perceptive, and "had a nose
for the right things a ne."
McSweeney lived in Dayton, close to Gorog’s partner, Lysle _ __, and they started

the initial discussions about mutual interests.



CHARLES BOURNE AND ASSOCIATES
1619 Santa Cruz Avenue
Menlo Park, California 94025
(415) 322-7101

June 18, 1997

Bil  »rog

Chauulan

Intellidata

13100 Worldgate Drive
Herndon, VA 20170

Dear Bill:;

It was good to talk with you on the phone the other day. As I mentioned then, now that I've retired
from DIALOG, I am able to spend more time working with Trudi Bellardo Hahn of the University
of Maryland, to write a book for Academic Press on the early (pre-1977) history of the online search
services and technology.

Because you were a direct participant and observer in these activities, we’d appreciate whatever help
you can provide in our task. We’ve gone about as far as we can go from the published material that
we’ve been able to get our hands on. Now we need to have the current draft checked by the people
who were on the scene at that time—to correct the factual mistakes, fill in some of the missing
pieces, and to provide additional comments as appropriate.

With that introduction, I invite you to review the enclosed draft text of the chapter that describes the
Data Corporation, OBAR, and early Mead activity. Some of your work is mentioned in the draft.

You may notice that some of the text is in boldface. That’s just a temporary artifice to permit me
to keep track of my own text and source material so that I can remember where things came from.

You may also see some notes passed between Trudi and me as part of the dynamic text-building
process.

I’d like to get your comments back in a week or two if that’s possible. Just mark up and return the

text if that’s easiest for you. If you have any questions or comments, please give me a call. I’d also
appreciate your suggestions for additional reviewers. I look forward to hearing from you.

Best reggds,
Charles P. Bourne
Enclosures: Chapter 8 (‘//7/97 edition)

xc: Trudi Bellardo Hahn (letter only)



A CARL P.|FISHER

444 EAST 52ND STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022

(212) 759-4238

August 15, 1997

Mr. Charles P. Bourne
Charles Bourne and Associates
1619 Santa Cruz Avenue
Menlo Park, California 94025

Dear Charlie,
Following up on your letter of August 6, 1997, I am returning the three chapters
you sent me on the history of on-line search services and technology prior to 1977. 1

have marked the text to reflect some of my suggestions.

I suggest you call Jerry Rubin (at Veronis Suhler and Associates) in NYC and Bill
r~-~~'who lives in Northern Virginia) to get their comments.

My best wishes for success in this endeavor. Let me know if there is more I can
do. Regards.
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