DRAFT --- DRAFT --- DRAFT Folder Record
Title: Ken Olsen Collection
Author: Olsen, Kenneth H.

Arrangement: Series I: Letters to/Letters from
Imprint: 1960

Subjects:

Description: One folder

Notes:

Summary: Included among the general correspondence dealing with the day-to-day
management of the company are letters to current and prospective customers discussing
modifications or customization of equipment for specific applications, for example,
addressing magazine mailing labels (for the Harvard Business Review). There is ongoing
correspondence (begun in 1959) with Dr. Sidney Weinstein of the Albert Einstein College of
Medicine detailing features of the ARC-1 and how the machine would register neuroelectric
responses of patients.

The letters listed below are of special interest because they define a
particular point in Digital’s history and growth:

Jan 8 to Michael Elorreaga, White Sands Missile Range: detailed response
to invitation to bid

Jan 18 to Barbera Wertz: confirmation of date to visit Maynard to discuss
position dealing with customers

Jan 20 to F.S. Ellis, Elliott Brothers Ltd.: description of PDP-1 with prices
and projecte applications

Jan 21 to Prof. Alfred E. Susskind, Electrical Engineering Department, MIT:
offer to give demonstrations to students or loan equipment for classroom use or thesis
work

Jan 26 to Wayne Brobeck: discussion of why DEC does not pay sales
commissions

Jan 29 to Air Force Missile Development Center, Holloman Air Force Base,
New Mexico: proposal and price quotation

Feb 26 to William Bartic, Remington Rand Univac: declining to bid on a
memory sta  project because it would concentrate too much output on only one

customer

Mar 29: Building Blocks sent as paperweights to all board members




Apr 16 to General Doriot, American Research & Development Corp.:
regarding the copying of DEC circuits to a company (Sprague) which Olsen had
approached for capital before going to American Research and Development

Jun 13 to Charles Dam, Sorrles-Johnson Co.: stating financial goals,
pricing and cost formulas for Digital's products

Jul 13 to C. Daniel Geisler, MIT: request for ARC specifications

Jul 15 to E. Suzuki, Asahi Trading Co., Ltd.: regarding sales of DEC
products in Japan

Jul 20 to Irving Berg, Maynard Industries: regarding tenancy at Mill and
plans for expansion (company now employs 145); request for more parking space

Sep 8 to William Congleton, American Research & Development Corp.:
discussion of DEC in report “Problems of Financing and Managing New Research-based
Enterprises in New England” by Albert H. Rubenstein, MIT

Dec 30 to David F. Frick: status of ARC-1 and PDP-1



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Apxil 22, 1960

Imstruments for Industry

101 Bew South Avemms
Bicksville, L. X., Bew York

Dear Mxr. Barbealla:

nmmamm
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