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Groupware

Pioneer

LiveWire leads the way into the future
of collaborative computing

by LEE SHERMAN

nterpersonal computing
has been one of NeXT’s
key buzzwords for several

years, but only NeXTmail
was trotted out to prove the con-
cept. Now Adamation has shipped
the first true piece of groupware for
the NeXT. LiveWire is a technology
for near-simultaneous group work
across a network. In its current
incarnation, it focuses on a group-
document editor but also includes
an intercom-like module called Bu-
reau and promises of future hooks
to other software.

LiveWire’s document editor
is on a par with Write Now but
allows for multiple simultaneous
users. Currently, collaborations are
limited to text editing and the abil-
ity to drag in RTE, EPS, and TIFF
files with their contents immedi-
ately reflected in the LiveWire win-
dow. Using the Lip Service panel,
you can record voice messages for
others in your workgroup. Voice
cannet be transmitted across the
network in real time, though, so it

can’t be used for live conferencing.
LiveWire will also work via a
modem hookup, assuming you’ve
already established a dial-up con-

nection. Adamation promises to
add graphics tools in the future.
Bureau is used to send mes-
sages across the network like NeXT-
mail, but without the delay. It also
doesn’t require you to keep track
of user addresses. Instead, it main-
tains a link to NetInfo, providing
Bureau with an internal database of
network information.

Bureau can be used to send live messages to
other users across a network

LiveWire is a shrinkwrapped
product but provides an architec-
ture for other third-party develop-
ers to turn their single-user appli-
cations into fully functional group-
ware. Users will see real benefits as
developers like Pages and Right-
Brain use LiveWire’s architecture to
turn their single-user versions into
groupware.

For groupware to work, you
need a virtual network to which
individual users can be instantly
added and new groups can be es-
tablished on the fly. LiveWire takes
a democratic approach to the vir-
tual network — anyone can join the
group at any time and each user is
an equal participant in the process
of composing a document.

Group editing requires a means
for locking down a portion of a

document to prevent conflicts when
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Since NeXTWORLD Expo, it's no whisper anymore:

Designed to get rid of the constraints of relational database
systems, FileMaster™ opens a new era in the flatfile
database world. Its extreme flexibility allows you to
customize your NeXT-based digital office. It is the tool
you have been waiting for to improve productivity.

Sometimes, one word is enough.
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To order call NeXTConnection at 1-800/800-NeXT or your nearest NeXT reseller.
For distribution call Teledia, Inc. at (412) 321-5850 or fax (412) 321-5851.
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